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ABSTRACT

In American evangelicalism, concerns have arisen regarding a group self-identifying as

the “Emerging Church Movement.” This group is a collection of pastors, youth workers,

seminarians, and common churchgoers, and identified trends within American religious tradition

that they believe is due to changes in culture. By defining postmodernism as a synthesis of

rationalism and faith, they have produced a new approach to ecclesiology that is contested by

conservative evangelicals within the tradition. By looking at claims made by emerging church

movement practitioners and interviewing fifteen college-aged students, it became obvious that

the focus by these students in how they understand being Christian were deeply tied to the claims

of the movement. The resulting themes indicate impacts of the movement on future expressions

of American evangelicalism.
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AUTHOR’S PREFACE

This groundwork for this project came from a perceived lack in the academy in

addressing a particular new movement emerging in American Christianity. The study of

Christianity in my undergraduate career has been geared towards understanding the historical

tradition. Any classes I have taken on the Christian tradition has focused on the main shifts of the

religion from its inception to its role in the moral foundation of the United States. The depth in

such courses is limited because of the sheer amount of historical material covered and classes I

have taken have discussed the emergence of denominations, but did not directly address current

dynamics within those divisions. The content of these classes were incredibly challenging and

interesting, and encouraged me to engage with new understandings of a normative religious

tradition.

Another dynamic to my studies has been exposure to the substantial amounts of study

done in the academy addressing the new phenomenon of people identifying as “spiritual but not

religious” by notable scholars such as Robert Wuthnow or Robert Fuller. An important evolution

occurring in contemporary Christian tradition addressing this new form of spirituality is often

called the ‘Emerging Church Movement.’ Scot McKnight, a seminarian, calls this movement

“the most controversial and misunderstood movement in the church today.”1 Within academia,

there has not much scholarship on this particular group at present, and the majority of published

material on the movement has been by insiders. Though mostly centered in the evangelical

tradition, the questions and issues being posed have proved relevant for American churches as a

whole. More specifically, as a student of the academy, there seemed to be little addressing this
                                                  
1 Scot McKnight, “Five Streams of the Emerging Church: Key Elements of the Most Controversial and
Misunderstood Movement in the Church Today” Christianity Today Magazine, January 19, 2007, accessed
November 30, 2010, http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2007/february/11.35.html (italics in original).
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surfacing discussion within the academic discipline of religious studies. Also, contributing was

noticing a lack of specific ethnographic material on young adult evangelicals. Insiders to the

Christian tradition have been publishing new material and statistics regarding late adolescent

generations but this focus has not been thoroughly explored by the academy.

As a self-identified Christian, I found the proposed reforms by voices in the movement

very interesting, especially in the context of understanding the Christian tradition through the

discipline of religious studies. I chose to write this thesis as a way to engage with both the

content of my degree and my own tradition. Through addressing an issue currently prevalent

within American evangelicalism from an academic perspective, I was able to engage with a topic

that held personal importance while also approaching it as a student of religious studies. By

writing this thesis and focusing on this new non-normative form of American Christianity, I hope

to contribute to the study of contemporary Christian tradition, especially as understood through

the eyes of younger generations.

With that goal in mind, this thesis draws from a variety of influences in the academy,

particularly the distinction made by Orsi of “lived religion.” Meredith McGuire, a scholar

heavily influenced by Orsi, defines “lived religion” as “how religion and spirituality are

practiced, experienced, and expressed by ordinary people (rather than official spokespersons) in

their everyday lives.”2 By taking this definition of religion, it lends a new perspective to the

commentary on the Emerging Church Movement surfacing in an attempt to reform mainline

evangelicalism. By locating this thesis within the academic field of religious studies and viewing

the claims made by the emerging movement and the responses by conservative evangelicals, it is

possible to evaluate the implications of the movement. Furthermore, by adopting an approach of

                                                  
2 Meredith McGuire, Lived Religion: Faith and Practice in Everyday Life (NY: Oxford University Press, 2008, 12.
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understanding the impacts of this movement in terms of lived religion, it is possible to take an

ethnographic look at the grassroots influence on college-aged students. This is necessary because

this distinction of lived religion “encompasses all the ways individuals address their deepest

concerns and attend to their spiritual lives…we should consider that the people who practice

popular religion might be actively creating new and vital popular religious expressions today, in

the context of cosmopolitan cities and globalized communication.”3

As the author of this thesis, I want to acknowledge the inevitable presence of bias.

However, I believe that, due to the language used by both the emerging church movement and

students that were interviewed, this bias bridged a gap between translating insider distinctions for

an academic audience. Also to be noted is the limitations of my interview sample. Though a total

of fifteen students participated, all are currently students at the University of Colorado at Boulder

and were recommended by peers to be interviewed. I also want to acknowledge the inadequacy

of the interview questions posed in collective a broad, specified sampling of students’

perceptions of the concepts. It is possible that the questions were unable to distinguish aspects

particular to these students and their faith aside from the secular culture. Another element these

questions were ineffective in addressing were their ability to engage the praxis-oriented

dimension of Christian faith that is emphasized by the emerging church movement.

However, limitations aside, I do believe that this thesis demonstrates a fair representation

of lived religion by these fifteen students. By then comparing their views to the claims and

critiques voiced by the emerging church movement, I believe that the theme of authenticity

present within both became exceedingly evident through this project. By engaging ethnographic

material, this thesis aids another look into dialectic influences within a normative American

                                                  
3 Ibid., 46.
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religious tradition, and poses a comprehensible picture into the potential implications of this

movement and trends that have the potential to drastically alter the face of evangelicalism.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

“You see, if we have a new world, we will need a new church. We won’t need a new

religion per se, but a new framework for our theology. Not a new Spirit, but a new spirituality.

Not a new Christ, but a new Christian. Not a new denomination, but a new kind of church in

every denomination…”4 Brian McLaren, prominent speaker and former pastor, phrased this

concept in his book, A New Kind of Christian. Coming together as diverse groups of pastors,

youth workers, seminarians, and common churchgoers, a conversation began in the late 1990s

and early 2000s seeking to address a set of perceived deficits in the contemporary evangelical

church. The dialogue centered around theology, discipleship, and community. These

practitioners began to notice that the contemporary evangelical church was not effective in

fulfilling its historic role, which is “seeking to be the missional church…the term missional was

adopted to emphasize that the church exists to go into the cultures and nations of the earth and

live sacrificially for the good of others.”5 Though initially organizing in places like New Zealand

and the United Kingdom, the United States branch began in the 1990s among individuals who

were dissatisfied with the model of the churches they were either pastoring or attending.  “For

reasons of upbringing, education, ministerial experience, disposition, insight, and affinity with

the younger generation, they find themselves “out of sorts” with both traditional evangelical

scientific theology and the pragmatism of mega-evangelicalism.”6

Accompanying this attitude was a visible set of transitions in expressions of American

                                                  
4 Brian D. McLaren, A New Kind of Christian: A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey, (San Francisco:
Jossey-Bass, 2001), xxii-xxiii.
5 Mark Driscoll and Gerry Breshears, Vintage Church (Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2008), 218.
6 Robert Webber, ed., Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging Churches: Five Perspectives (Grand Rapids, MI:
Zondervan, 2007), 16.
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Protestant Christianity. From survey research drawing from randomized samples of American

adults, the Barna Group has noted the emergence of six main trends in 2010: that the Church has

become less theologically literate, Christians have become less outreach-oriented, growing

numbers of people have become less interested in spiritual principles and more desirous of

learning pragmatic solutions for life, interest in participating in community action has escalated,

a postmodern insistence on tolerance has influenced younger generations, and the current

influence of Christianity on culture and individual lives is now largely invisible.7 Concerned

evangelicals attribute these trends to postmodern culture. They claim that the church is

entrenched in modernity, and is becoming less needed by younger generations. From

acknowledging a lack of authentic community to a feeling of being ineffective in outreach, these

Christian men and women began to engage in a dialogue about the cause of these trends and also

started to speculate on potential changes that could reform the Christian tradition for future

generations.

Dan Kimball, a Southern California pastor, published his book The Emerging Church in

2003 to translate into the public arena the content of conversation amidst these new thinkers.

Prominent spokesmen such as Doug Pagitt and Tony Campolo also came forward by supporting

a cohesive group of these reformers called Emergent Village, and many other voices including

Rick Warren, Tony Jones, Karen Ward, John Burke, Scot McKnight, Phyllis Tickle, Leonard

Sweet, Eddie Gibbs, Tim Keel, Ryan Bolger, Spencer Burke, Rob Bell, Donald Miller, and

Robert Webber, added to the dimension of the conversation. The names listed represent a variety

of individuals, the majority of which are pastors, church planters, and youth workers, and many

have published numerous books expressing their ideas and experiences. Though the two main

                                                  
7 The Barna Group, Ltd., “Six Megathemes Emerge From Barna Group Research in 2010,” Barna Group, December
13, 2010, accessed March 11, 2011 from http://www.barna.org/culture-articles/462-six-megathemes-emerge-from-
2010.
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phrases used to describe the movement are ‘emergent’ and ‘emerging,’8 the groupings these

terms encompass embody a wide range of ideas. Yet because their claims revolve around the

same perceived issues, both insiders and outsiders of the movement often use both terms

interchangeably. Though numerous voices from all over the political spectrum are associated

with the dialogue, the main players, the majority of which are listed above, have characterized

the voice of the discussion in what has become identified as the “Emerging Church Movement.”

The conversation has been publicized mostly through books, conferences, and web forums such

as theooze.com or emergingchurch.info. Peaking in the mid-2000s, this movement has become a

facet of evangelical revival in the last two decades.

While the presence of revival is ingrained in American evangelical history, the movement

has been highly contested by notable conservative evangelicals such as D. A. Carson, John

MacArthur, Kevin DeYoung, and John Piper. Their concern is that the new ideas coming out of

the emerging church conversation will lead Christians astray with unorthodox theology,

inaccurate Biblical interpretation, and false epistemology. They hold to the historical profession

of the evangelical tradition, which is associated with a literalized Biblical interpretation, an

emphasis on the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ, the experience of conversion, and

activism in society often taking the form of evangelism. These men and the position they

represent emphasize the importance of church as being a medium through which “individuals

became aware of their sinful nature and the vast chasm that separated them from a holy God.

They believed that Christ had died on the cross and rose from the grave so that human beings

                                                  
8 The terms ‘emergent’ and ‘emerging’ are often used interchangeably, but there are slight differences. ‘Emerging’
indicates the entirety of the movement as it is a response to the present postmodern culture. ‘Emergent,’ on the other
hand, refers to a specific group of left-wing members of the movement, mostly associated with Emergent Village
(www.emergentvillage.com/) and its cohorts. The most important point of distinction between those two terms is in
the ways that these discussions are organized and who they are affiliated with. However, throughout a majority of
literature on the topic, both ‘emergent’ and ‘emerging’ are approaching the same perceived issues in a similar
manner, and so the two terms function colloquially as interchangeable throughout this thesis.
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could be saved.”9 This emphasis on personal salvation is a foundational element to the form of

evangelical tradition that is being defended against the emerging church movement.

On the conservative side of the tradition, evangelicalism has heralded the most attended

and populated churches in the United States within the last few decades, and so their

methodology is looked at by all of American Protestantism as being most effective. “Today,

independent evangelical or Baptist churches, the heirs of the revival tradition, often provide the

model of how to be a growing relevant, successful church… this mode… follows the revival

worship tradition with its emphasis on the individual’s salvation, orthodox theology, and a

literalist biblical hermeneutic.”10 The expression of this approach formed the mega-church

movement, which originated in the mid-20th century and flourished throughout the last few

decades. However, mega-church structures have dramatically reduced the focus on elements in

the church such as community. As observed by sociologist Robert Wuthnow, “The church, as it

has evolved in the twentieth century, is in many ways ill suited to provide community. It brings

people together once a week, drawing them from broad geographic areas, and expects them to

forge some intimate bond when they will probably not see each other again for seven days…It

places the speaker up front and expects everyone else to sit in rows facing that speaker… If

interaction happens before or after the service, it does so informally, despite everything else that

has gone on. In short, the church is an administrative convenience, created unwittingly by a

combination of its history and the programs planned by its leaders.”11

The result of this adopted methodology was that churches relied heavily on

programming, altered their styles of worship to mimic popular music, and reduced their message

                                                  
9 Barry Hankins, American Evangelicals, 22.
10 Stephen Ellingson, The Megachurch and the Mainline: Remaking Religious Tradition in the Twenty-first Century
(Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2007), 109.
11 Robert Wuthnow, Christianity in the 21st Century: Reflections on the Challenges Ahead (New York: Oxford
University Press, 2003), 214.
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to a recitation of facts about Christian history, the contents of the Bible, and the salvation

message. Within the last two decades, the function of the church has been that “programs were

initiated, education was encouraged, and preaching confronted the issues of the day – all of

which would reveal the churches’ dependence on the conditions of their terrain.”12 The amount

of emphasis on controversial contents of the Bible was downplayed in congregations, and began

to emerge in political agendas instead. Within the past two decades, it became increasingly

apparent that the numbers of people attending church on a regular basis dropped significantly,

and the amount of Americans who identified themselves as practicing Christians declined.

Associated to a prominence mega-church methodology, the role of the evangelical church had

become inadequate to meet the needs of American Christians. By the turn of the 21st century, the

view of American evangelicals had greatly diminished in the eyes of those outside the

evangelical tradition. “The dominant image that many nonevangelical Americans hold of

American evangelicals can be characterized as contentiously exclusivist, self-congratulatory, and

intolerant of diversity.”13 This trend has resulted in a diminished interest in Christianity by

younger generations of Americans outside the church.

This context has been the fuel for the push for reform made by the emerging church

movement. Members of emergent communities claim that within the current postmodern era, the

church will continue to diminish unless it is reformed. “The story of restructuring is not simply

one of denominational decline but also one in which the tradition is rediscovered and

reworked.”14 Individuals began to observe, “that the cultural shift now transpiring carries great

                                                  
12 Robert Wuthnow, Struggle for America's Soul, 30.
13 Christian Smith, Christian America? What Evangelicals Really Want (Los Angeles, CA: University of California
Press, 2000), 21.
14 Stephen Ellingson, The Megachurch, 6.
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implications for the church.”15  Due largely to these theorized implications, it appears that the

only way to evaluate the legitimacy of the movement is to address the influence it has had upon

professing Christians. Regardless of the controversy, the real lasting power of the movement lies

within its individualized impact upon members of the community.

This thesis hopes to address and explore the influence of the movement through an

ethnographical assessment of different themes proposed by the movement that occur in college-

aged students’ personal understanding of their beliefs. This task will be accomplished first by

exploring the emerging church’s definition of postmodernism, then proceeding to addressing

their protests against modern conceptions of American Christianity. This will be followed by a

summary of findings obtained through responses in interviews with fifteen college students.

Several main areas will be isolated from their answers and extrapolated in order to explore the

influence of the movement upon postmodern individuals. Through asking a series of questions

pertaining to claims made by the emerging church movement and analyzing select responses, the

amount of influence and the accuracy of claims made by the emerging church will be explored. I

argue that the majority of the claims of the emerging church movement will prominently figure

in how these students choose to enact their Christian faith in how they relate to understanding

epistemology, contemporary culture, Biblical interpretation, theology, the Gospel, evangelism,

leadership, spiritual formation, the church and role of community.

                                                  
15 John Burke, “The Emerging Church and Incarnational Theology,” in Listening to the Beliefs of Emerging
Churches, ed. Robert Webber (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2007), 16.
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CHAPTER TWO

CULTURAL BACKGROUND

American evangelicalism, throughout the early 20th century, embodied a rationalized

worldview, and this attitude permeated the culture of Christianity throughout the United States.

Through the influence of “the cultures of individualism, pragmatism, and consumption that

underlie much of evangelicalism,”16 the modern paradigm provided the foundation of

evangelicalism throughout the 19th and early 20th centuries. Though the era of modernity had

influenced the church throughout the previous centuries, the elements of influence in

conceptualizing theology, apologetic defense, and congregational methodology were deeply

rooted by the 1900s. The function of the American church was reliant upon post-Enlightenment

rationality, and subscribed fully to the modernist paradigm. Within the United States, many

theorists have identified a paradigm shift that peaked in American society in the mid-20th century

that is often identified as “postmodernism.” The trend of American religion within the last few

decades is an increase in people identifying as “spiritual but not religious.”17 The ideas of

rationalism and absolute truth characteristic to modernity have become irrelevant to people who

prefer personalized spirituality to institutionalized religion, and emergents claim that there is a

direct link to this new mentality and postmodernism.

Philosophically, this term is often in reference to the conceptualization of an era of

hypermodernity, where everything is fully rationalized, people become isolated and disoriented,

and meaning is distorted and only understood through context. Academically, postmodernism is

understood as extreme or hyper-modernism, rather than as a resolution to modernity. Jim

                                                  
16 Stephen Ellingson, The Megachurch, 110.
17 Robert Wuthnow, After the Baby-Boomers: How Twenty- and Thirty-Somethings are Shaping the Future of
American Religion (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2007), 134.
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Belcher, a pastor, critiques the consequences of postmodernism is that it “pushes individualism

to the extreme. Each individual, now cut off from the larger tradition and community, invents

him- or herself anew each day. Truth becomes whatever brings comfort or helps the person cope

with life.”18

Modernity is generally understood in relation to postmodernity in that postmodernity is the

breakdown of the modern paradigm. Emerging church spokesman Dan Kimball writes, “the

word postmodern represents a change in worldview moving from the values and beliefs of the

modern era to the new postmodern era, which rejects many modern values and beliefs.”19 In a

modern worldview existed a single universal worldview, concrete moral standard, an absolute

truth, a belief that all knowledge is good, that individualism is valued, and that thinking, beliefs,

and learning must be determined systematically and logically.20 The modern world was

understood not in terms of revelation, but from reason. Rationality and scientific claims of proof

transformed the function of religion. This was upheld by the notion of absolutism, meaning that

there is only one fully absolute truth. In the modern era, which could be considered the 16th

century to the 19th century, “even if one was not a Christian, he probably agreed with most

biblical values and ethics, tried to live by the Ten Commandments, understood many of the basic

Bible stories, and knew what it meant that Jesus died for sins.”21 The nature of the modern

paradigm promoted education and knowledge, so there was a basic level of familiarity with the

Christian salvation narrative amidst the public.

But the common view of postmodernity is that it is “synonymous with relativism.”22 The

                                                  
18 Belcher, Deep Church, 74.
19 Dan Kimball, The Emerging Church: Vintage Christianity for New Generations (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan,
2003), 49.
20 Ibid., 49.
21 Ibid., 58.
22 Ibid., 71.
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consequences, for an evangelical Christian, are severe. From a theological standpoint, the

implications of relativism are indistinguishable from universalism, meaning that Christianity

would no longer have an exclusive claim to truth and, according to conservative evangelicals,

would no longer provide a firm foundation for American morality. Postmodernity, because of the

amount of dissociation by individuals to an absolute truth, dissolves the significant religious

claim within Christianity of being considered the truth, unlike other religious traditions. “To

traditional thinkers postmodern means [complete] relativism, no truth and no morality. If this

definition of postmodernism entered the American church and became rooted amidst Christians,

it would have immense consequences. They don’t want this philosophy coming into the

church.”23 A relativist positioning would represent a break with historic Christianity, including

all establishments of orthodoxy, Church traditions and previous evangelical revivals.

 However, it becomes quite apparent that this is not exactly the definition that the emerging

church utilizes. By defining it instead as something that “seeks to integrate rationality with things

beyond rationality - things like imagination, intuition, and faith,” they hope to explain “the

postmodern era to be a synthesis of faith and reason.” 24 In the minds of emerging church

proponents, postmodernity is the drawing together of both the medieval and the modern eras

within the context of evangelical Christianity. They associate the medieval period with a

prominence of faith and modernity with scientific reasoning.

It also is an era emergents have diagnosed as “post-Christian.” They claim that American

culture, with the sheer amount of exposure to other parts of the world, has lost any foundation in

Christendom. Leonard Sweet comments in an article: “Christianity has lost pride in itself or what

it does. The collapse of Christian manners, habits and traditional Christian virtues, along with its

                                                  
23 Ibid., 75 (brackets not in original).
24 Brian McLaren and Tony Campolo, Adventures in Missing the Point (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2003), 278
(italics in original).
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understanding of human nature, means that the livid morality of tabloid newspapers, reality-tv

and celebrity culture, which is based on freedom of choices, pleasures and mediagenics, are the

prime candidates for replacement.”25 With a cultural diagnosis like Sweet describes, emergents

also associate postmodernism with a different form of mission field. They claim that post-

Christian generations are no longer familiar with basic Christian teachings, or accepting of them.

Research by the Barna Group demonstrated that “each new generation has a larger share of

people who are not Christians (that is, atheists, agnostics, people associated with another faith, or

those who have essentially no faith orientation).”26 For the emerging church, this is a

characteristic of postmodern culture that merits a response by Christians.

By adopting a definition of postmodernism that includes a synthesis of faith and reason and

an awareness of non-Christian diversity present in the culture, the movement sees the new

paradigm as an opportunity to respond to the emergence of a global village attitude, which calls

“into question the ideals, principles and values that lay at the heart of the modern mind-set.”27 So

if we are beyond the modern era, then the search for meaning that was fulfilled by the church in

modernity is no longer relevant in postmodernism. “Christianity must be passed on to the coming

generation if it is to survive at all,”28 but if the church continues in the way it is currently without

adapting or reforming, many fear that the faith will die out. Mark Driscoll, founder of Mars Hill

Church Seattle, describes the situation by saying, “Tragically, with the encouragement of the

postmodern mood that rejects church and authority beyond oneself…children of seeker churches

                                                  
25 Leonard Sweet, “Barack Obama and the New ACROV (American Civil Religion Official Version),” (2009),
accessed  March 11, 2011 from http://www.leonardsweet.com/article_details.php?id=38.
26 The Barna Group, Ltd., “A New Generation Expresses its Criticism and Frustration with Christianity,” Barna
Group, September 24, 2007, accessed March 11, 2011 from http://www.barna.org/teens-next-gen-articles/94-a-new-
generation-expresses-its-skepticism-and-frustration-with-christianity.
27 Kimball, The Emerging Church, 51.
28 Wuthnow, 21st Century, 216.
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are now denying truths that their grandparents’ generation held dear.”29

The movement is seeking to address the trend of rejecting Christianity, which they claim is

because “the world we find ourselves in is no longer the world of mere facts, data, and cognition.

It is no longer a world dominated by modern, linear, cognitive, Western paths of knowledge. It is

the world of postmodernity, globalization, and postcolonism, but also of quantum physics, the

nonlinear, networked systems, and increasing Eastern influence. The West has colonized the rest

of the world so long and so effectively that we have grown accustomed to our power and

influence. We are shocked to discover that when a route is open to another culture, influence is

not a one-way street.”30 The emerging movement professes that Christianity has been tied to a

modern focus on Western paths of knowledge and that the Christian faith will become more

outdated and inapplicable to postmodern generations if it is not reformed. They assign fault for

current trends to the dominance of a philosophically modern mindset within American

Evangelicalism. The modernist discourse of science and reasoning that was adopted and utilized

in the discipline of Christian apology permeated not only preaching, but also the methodology in

evangelicalism in the 20th century. Proved inadequate by emerging scientific discoveries

regarding evolution and space in the 19th and 20th centuries, the modern frame in churches also

seemed to be inadequate for reaching people after the mid-20th century. Emergents claim that the

ways that churches currently function are not only no longer helpful, but that the very paradigm

through which contemporary theology and ecclesiology is conceptualized is no longer

applicable.

The crux of this particular issue is that the mainstream evangelical church and the

emerging church have different definitions of postmodernism, which becomes responsible for the

                                                  
29 Driscoll and Breshears, Vintage Church, 56.
30 Tim Keel, “The Existing Church/Emerging Church Matrix,” in An Emergent Manifesto, ed.
Doug Pagitt and Tony Jones (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007), 229.



12

amount of concern and confusion arising out of this conflict. The interpretation of traditional

evangelicals is that “when someone in the emerging church calls for total recalibration of the

church, they are saying that the traditional church has been wrong – that its understanding of the

church is unbiblical.”31 The claim of the movement to be making the church relevant to a

postmodern culture is perceived by the conservative evangelical church as threatening not only

to the foundations of orthodoxy but also to its continued guidance of believers.

                                                  
31 Ibid., 38.
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CHAPTER THREE

EMERGING CHURCH CLAIMS

AND CONSERVATIVE OPPOSITION

It is necessary to frame the emerging church movement’s critiques of contemporary

evangelical Christianity in relation to their definition of postmodernity. With the specificity of

the movement’s definition of postmodernism as being a unification of faith and reason for

generations who focus on relationship and authenticity, each of their claims becomes an

extension of a response to the era as perceived necessary by emergent church leaders. Beyond

interpreting culture, the areas the movement claims need reform are approaches to

”epistemologies (the nature and understanding of truth), theology, gospel, mission, biblical

interpretation, leadership, spiritual formation, and the nature of Christian community.”32

Epistemology:

In layperson’s terms, epistemology is the nature and understanding of truth. The main

discrepancy between the approach of the conservative evangelical church and the emerging

movement is the differing reliance on rationality as a means to comprehend truth.  There is an

assumption that Western culture “has placed a premium on the interconnecting values of truth,

knowledge, and reality.”33 This intersection promotes a conception of binaries in what is

considered to be true and what is false. In a modernist framework, it is possible, by human

rationality, to discern an arguable truth that cannot be contested. The postmodern model instead

places truth as knowable only by the individual. This raises issues because throughout Scripture,

there are claims made that it is the gateway to truth. A specific example is found in the gospel of

                                                  
32 Tim Condor, “The Existing Church/Emerging Church Matrix,” in An Emergent Manifesto, ed.
Doug Pagitt and Tony Jones (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007), 99.
33 Myron B. Penner, ed., Christianity and the Postmodern Turn (Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2005), 20.
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John, where it is recorded that Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to

the Father except through me.”34 By evangelicals, the Bible is considered authoritative, and by

that belief it becomes the plumb line by which Christians negotiate their understanding of truth.

To modern Christians, God and truth are seen as inseparable and Jesus is the embodiment of

truth itself.35 Therefore, the Christian faith is considered by evangelicals as beyond a religion and

instead as a system of understanding truth. This belief has formed a series of foundational

elements that frame the Christian perception of truth.

The historical document that evangelical models of belief have stemmed from is the

Nicene Creed. It was developed in response to differing perceptions of the nature of Christ in the

early Church and was formed in 325 C.E. 36 Scholar Rebecca Moore explains that the Creed

“unified a heterodox (having many teachings) church by providing clear guidelines for what was,

and was not, orthodox doctrine. The Nicene Creed was a boundary marker that differentiated

between a strong, centralized church and everybody else.”37 It contested what those in the early

church deemed ‘heresy,’ which were teachings that were considered inconsistent with proper

Christian teachings.38 The historical function of heresy, while contested in often-unfavorable

ways, was irreplaceable to the construction of Christian truth. “Heresies helped define what

became mainstream Christian doctrine by forcing theologians and church leaders to defend what

they believed was correct teaching - in other words, by making it clear what Christianity was

not.” 39

Within the era of modernity, Christians have been forced to grapple with the introduction
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of scientific discoveries that directly contradict previously held views, as well as being forced

from the public sphere into forms of private and personal belief. Evangelicalism in modernity

was characterized by a rational worldview, the use of propositional discourse, and evidential

apologetics.40 The responsibility of an individual believer in modernity was “to exercise rational

autonomy to ferret out all one’s false beliefs and establish, for oneself, a body of beliefs that are

grounded upon infallible epistemic foundations.”41 Emerging church proponents claim

postmoderns are not responsive to such absolutist claims of truth by Christians. According to

pastor John Burke, “Most people I interact with assume religious belief is a preference thing...for

them, arguing that... Christianity is right and other religions are wrong... feels like foolishness.”42

Regardless of current cultural trends, the response of the mainstream evangelicalism has

been to stand firmly against potential alternative definitions of truth and the perception that truth

may be relative. This directly conflicts with the search by emergents for new understandings of

epistemology. Many voices in the movement acknowledge the existence of truth but theorize that

the postmodern condition denies the existence of a fixed epistemology, and therefore it must be

something that is encountered in an authentic and individual way.

Biblical Interpretation:

Biblical interpretation, in the modern era, required people to understand the text by “acting

as scholars (objective investigators)... as subjects (denying their subjectivity) who stood

detached, outside and above the text.”43 The major contention of the emerging church movement

to modernist forms of Biblical interpretation is that those reading the Scriptures are entrenched in

limited interpretation. They claim it is impossible to objectively understand the Bible because the
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background of the one reading Scripture inevitably influences each reading. “We Christians can

acknowledge that our subjectivity in approaching the Bible is in fact not a bad thing, it does not

compromise our spirituality or our understanding of the Bible or our orthodoxy.”44 Such

subjectivity opens the door to new interpretations of what could be considered orthodox. In this

case, within each reading, no absolute truth can be found in the Bible because every person

approaches the text as an insider to a particular generation, era, and culture, which eliminates the

existence of a meta-narrative. Traditional evangelicals are incredibly concerned with this claim

because they fear that it reduces the role of Scripture to a place of relativity, and that it would be

removed from a place of authority within Christianity.

Another issue brought up regarding Biblical interpretation by the emerging church

movement is the modern tendency to read the Bible as an academic text. While not only a boring

approach to Scripture, when it is approached in a purely rational form, proponents claim that the

true contribution of the Bible is missed. “The form of the Bible suddenly makes more sense,

being comprised, as it is, of one hundred percent stories, poetry, personal letters, et cetera.”45

They recommend that meaning should be negotiated from the text not through gleaning concrete

facts, but engaging the creativity within Scripture. However, the mainstream evangelical church

claims that this view of Scripture also contests the authority of the Bible. By seeing it as a series

of helpful stories instead of divine revelation, the reader is put into authority above the text.

These readers are often laity who have not received academic or theological training in

understanding the Scripture. For emergents, the Bible should not be interpreted by elite

academics, but instead through community contexts. “Our decisions about biblical interpretation

and application can only be strengthened by grounding them in what we know in community
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with each other.”46 Conservative evangelicals see this as problematic. Besides emphasizing the

importance of leadership that has been theologically trained, they also stress the inherent

authority within the Bible itself as the revealed word of God.  “Scripture is not simply sets of

words or marks on a page, raw data that… will yield a theology which then exercises authority.

Scripture inherently has authority because it is from the start a God-given theological

document.”47

As conservatives understand it, the Bible’s authority does not lie in a narrative reading, but

instead readers should seek to explore the testimony about God that is found in Scripture. They

claim the Bible is considered to be a witness to the character of God implicit within its pages,

and this is communicated truthfully regardless of the personal orientation or background of the

reader. Conservatives concede to the point made by the emerging church movement in

acknowledging that all who read the Bible are interpreting through the filter of their

circumstance, but claim that Scripture itself is a testimony that transcends culture. This particular

issue remains consequential because the manner of interpretation not only establishes the

authority of Scripture, but also leads into other issues regarding the understanding of

epistemology in the Christian worldview. In many ways, a loose interpretation of the Bible can

lead to potential misinterpretation, which may result in a heretical understanding of the teachings

of Jesus and the salvation awarded to Christians through Christ’s crucifixion.

Understanding Theology:

Theology refers to the discipline through which frames a conceptual understanding of

Biblical doctrine, ecclesiology, and evangelism. For a Christian, faith is defined by one’s
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theological views. Tony Campolo explains this in a different way: “A theology is a system of

thought that enables us to answer the ultimate questions of our lives in reference to God.”48

These questions have been translated into the modern discourse of individualism, reason,

pragmatism, and progress. Consequently, issues of faith were broken down and the church as an

institution was challenged by a need to adapt to the modern paradigm. Faith was relegated to the

privacy of the home and differed from individual to individual. “Theology became lost in the

privatization and narcissism of a Christianity that focused primarily on the needs of the self.”49

Modern negotiations of theology focused on pragmatic, individualized agendas and were linked

to rationality.

But with the advent of postmodernism, the claim that existing church models and their

theology no longer translate into this new form of culture. Amidst that argument, another issue

the emerging church approaches in terms of theology is addressing the heavy influence of

Enlightenment reason upon the way theology is conceptualized. Voices in the movement claim

that “academic theology lost connect with practice. Theology became an abstraction, an idea to

be defended.”50 In the view of the emerging church, theology is relevant to specific groups or

communities of faith and is not necessarily applicable to the larger body of the Christian faith. It

should then be negotiated through each specific community.

In evangelical tradition, theology is rooted in doctrinal statements that make claims about

the nature of God and faith. Conservatives voice increasing amounts of concern about the

emerging church movement’s approach to doing theology because it not only moves away from

a doctrinally centered church, but also calls into question the foundational and historic doctrines

of Christianity. They consider the proposed ways of doing theology to be inadequate because

                                                  
48 Brian McLaren and Tony Campolo, Adventures, 33.
49 Webber, Listening to Beliefs, 15.
50 Ibid., 11.



19

these approaches form theological practice into doctrinal relativism.

The Gospel:

The Gospel is often referred to as the good news of Christ’s coming. The term is used in

reference to the four Biblical books that tell the story of Jesus’ life, work, death, and resurrection.

In some ways, the whole message of Christianity is hung upon this use of particular terminology.

The interpretation of the gospel by the emerging movement is that the redemption of the gospel

is not only for individual souls but also for the planet. The key word in the conversational

definition of the gospel is holistic. It encompasses man and his context. “The Gospel, rightly

understood, is holistic – it responds to man as a whole person; it doesn’t single out just spiritual

or just spiritual needs.”51 Emergents believe the gospel encompasses the redemption of a fuller

picture than individual salvation, which includes the entire world. Tony Campolo defines this as

“a holistic gospel that incorporates in its salvation story a Jesus who came into the world to

minister to all needs of a hurting humanity – physical and social needs as well as spiritual

needs.”52 This holistic gospel, unlike the version emphasized by modernity, “can’t be reduced to

a little formula, other than the one that Jesus used, which was ‘The kingdom of God is at

hand.’”53 The attachments and interpretations surrounding what the hope, or good news, of the

gospel is hinges on that particular phrase for many emerging church proponents. As written in an

article by Scot McKnight, “Emergents believe that the gospel they heard as children or were

exposed to as teenagers is a caricature of Paul's teaching…Emergents I know are sometimes

wearied or put off by Paul’s teaching, yet are enthusiastic about Jesus and the Gospels.”54 Unlike
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the message expressed through the Apostle Paul’s teachings, the life of Jesus demonstrated a

new social order and orientation. The message conveyed by the life of Jesus is what emergents

claim to be the heartbeat of the kingdom of God. The phrase itself refers to the radical message

of social transformation preached by Jesus that is recorded in the four Gospels.

The movement claims that the church has lost sight of the message that Jesus was

preaching for God’s kingdom to be realized here on earth and not just an eternal dwelling place.

Their argument is that the traditional definition of the good news is not as Jesus would have

described it himself. To moderns, the gospel is “something about accepting Christ as your

personal savior and justification by grace through faith, not by our works, based on the finished

work of Christ on the cross…Doesn’t it bother you that Jesus never defined the gospel this way?

… Does it bother you that our little gospel presentations are really just modern sales pitches that

reduce the gospel to modern dimensions – laws, steps, simple diagrams, complete with a sales

close?”55 Brian McLaren, prominent spokesman, claims that his view of the gospel is a more

inclusive view and moves past a sense of personal acceptance into a new vision for the world.

McKnight clarifies in saying, “What McLaren discovered was Jesus' thoroughly social vision,

and he believes that most people—especially the conservative evangelical group in which he was

nurtured—buried the kingdom vision of Jesus and distorted the gospel.”56 The claim of the

movement is that the distortion of the gospel is modern and has translated the meaning of the

gospel into a much narrower scope. This distortion has resulted in making the gospel exclusive.

“Instead of being God’s big message of saving love for the whole world, the gospel became a
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little bit of secret information.”57

Conservatives believe that by returning to a specific focus on the teachings of Jesus, the

function of the Christian life mirrors an agenda of social justice. It is seen as a mirror of previous

liberalism that was popular in the late 19th century, and these “’Social gospelers’ were considered

politically left, semi-Christians who had forsaken a biblically based salvation message for a

diluted gospel of mere social ethics.”58 Conservatives see the claims being made by the emerging

church and perceive significant parallels between the messages of previous Christian liberalism

and the current movement.

However, the emerging church claims that their vision of what the gospel is not the ‘social

gospel,’ but what Jesus actually meant when he was preaching about the advent of the kingdom

of God. This vision is that: “Oppressed people would be free. Poor people would be liberated

from poverty. Minorities would be treated with respect… Industrialists would realize that God

cares for sparrows and wildflowers – so their industries should respect, not rape, the

environment. The homeless would be invited in for a hot meal. The kingdom of God would come

– not everywhere at once… but gradually.”59 Emergents believe that once postmodern Christians

subscribe to the true interpretation of the gospel, free from modernism’s limitations, that they

will effect a substantial change in the world according to God’s will. In their view, the gospel is a

total redemption. McKnight sums this up in saying, “In essence…the kingdom of God as Jesus

teaches it is a "reconciling movement."60

Evangelism:

The emerging church movement initially surfaced in response to a perceived lack of
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applicability of the modern evangelical church in the current postmodern culture. Regardless of

past historical abuses that often color the term negatively, the initial origin of Christian

evangelism is rooted in Scripture. The key verse in the Bible for this is Matthew 28:19:

“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of

the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”61 According to Christian tradition, being baptized is a way for

believers to figuratively be raised from the dead with Christ. This identification symbolizes their

belief.

The consequential word here in question is salvation. Emergents are opposed to the

emphasis placed by the current evangelical church on salvation. The emerging protest

encompasses the claim that the modern evangelical church has focused too much attention on

how an individual becomes saved and not enough on how he or she lives as a Christian. To use

the theological terms, justification is the priority rather than sanctification. “We limited Jesus to

saving us from hell… the purpose of Jesus and his gospel was to get people’s souls into heaven

after death and therefore concluding that the only really important thing about Jesus was his

death.”62 The movement professes that the contemporary church has reduced the message of the

gospel to this either-or predicament: personal salvation.63

But the idea of individualized salvation not only cuts out the entirety of the implications of

Jesus living on this earth, but also the things he preached about the kingdom of God. “A notable

emphasis of the emerging movement is orthopraxy, that is, right living. The contention is that

how a person lives is more important than what he or she believes.”64 This particular idea is

hinged upon evangelism. Emergents claim that evangelism is more fluid than being understood
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in terms of belief. They emphasize right living instead focusing on whether someone is going to

heaven or hell. McLaren also writes “this is what it means to be a missional Christian…to follow

Jesus in his mission of saving love for the world. More important to me than the hell question,

then, is the mission question.”65 The emerging church holds firm to the position that the way

Christians live is not only more important than whether or not they are saved, but also will win

many more to Christ. If Christians are not going out, then according to the emerging church

movement, they have missed the mark completely.

The movement also makes claims that modernity has caused the church to become too

dependent on people voluntarily attending programs instead of entering into conversation with

them. Churches spend time talking about salvation and gospel transformation, but not about the

kingdom of God or being invited into it. This is a huge point of emphasis in the emerging church.

Evangelicalism has placed much more weight on the point of which people start believing rather

than the transformation that comes from belief. Belcher writes, “The conversions of the

disciples…parallel the typical ‘postmodern conversion,’ where a person first enters into a

community and it’s the involvement with that community that ultimately transforms the whole of

his or her life.”66 By utilizing that model, the emerging church claims that evangelism will be

more effective in outreach and global missions.

While the mainstream evangelical church does not deny the focus on saving souls from

hell, they do object to the lack of attention the emergent movement gives the topic.

Conservatives claim  “the emerging church has swung too far…in wanting to correct a wrong

view of evangelism and community, the emerging church has overlooked some key biblical
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themes…Christianity will challenge seekers to conform to Scripture,”67 which includes the

implications of salvation. Opponents argue that the emerging church has reduced the message of

the gospel to social action, instead of salvation.68 The conflict doesn’t come from what the

emerging church is saying about the methods of the mainstream evangelical church, but instead

concern over the amount of emphasis placed upon a living relationship with Jesus and the lack of

attention attributed to the fact that eternity is at stake. According to conservatives, the thing that

makes Christianity different from all other religions is not the ways that people live their lives,

which can be either good or bad. What sets Christianity apart is versus like John 14:6 that record

Jesus saying, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father but through

me.”69 Verses like this say that Christ is the sole path to salvation, which changes the power of

what Christians believe. Ted Kluck writes “To know the Lord is…being in a relationship – and

people who like the emergent movement like to focus on the relationship aspect of Jesus …on

the emergent end I think people are afraid that Christians are using hell as a sales tool to get

people to buy into Christianity.”70 In other words, the emerging church thinks that hell should

not enter the picture, especially when it comes to evangelism.

The emerging church “isn’t preoccupied with hell – who’s in and who’s out…seems to me

to be the proverbial Wide Gate… that has generated so much controversy, [but] is completely

un/controversial.”71 It’s not that the emerging church denies the aspect of hell; they just choose

to avoid dialogue about it. Belcher also writes “the emerging church wants to invite people into

the community, not push them to have a ‘decisional conversion.’”72 For emergents, it has to do
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with the loyalty Christians have to their community and the importance they see in maintaining

security in their belief.

Dan Kimball provides a coherent medium between the two by acknowledging both sides in

saying that “as long as we are not conforming to the word (Rom. 12:1-2) and not failing to pay

attention to sound doctrine (1 Tim. 4:16), and as long as we are producing disciples (Matt.

28:19), we should press ahead in seeking to reach others for Christ.”73

Approaches to Leadership:

The emerging church movement claims that the current leadership model of the evangelical

church, including its emphasis on preaching, too closely resembles modern business. It

propagates a feeling of production instead of authenticity. In the newly proposed frame of

leadership, the emerging church is seeking an answer to this problem portrayed by Jim Belcher:

“I longed for the experience of God’s presence…I had grown weary of the thinness of

contemporary worship, which seemed so lifeless and often done by rote. But I didn’t want to

return to the traditional style I grew up with, which seemed devoid of the real presence of God

and focused on the passing of information.”74 This is the context that the emerging church is

seeking to redefine worship and preaching through. Dan Kimball, author of The Emerging

Church, claims that most contemporary worship churches have stripped the sacred out of their

worship centers. He believes that worship about participation, not spectatorship.75

Though this is only one voice, the majority of the emerging church movement expresses

these same ideas. When it comes to preaching, they are frustrated with the tendency of traditional

preaching to be legalistic, moralistic, and rationalistic, especially in regards to judgmental tone,
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which they perceive to be arrogant and preachy. Kimball writes “Emerging post-Christian

generations… long to experience a transcendent God during a worship gathering rather than

simple learn about him.”76 The perceived problem with current worship and preaching is that

postmodern seekers are unable to engage with the transcendent God. The emerging church wants

to move beyond the idea of consumerism that is firmly planted within the modernist paradigm

that the mainstream evangelical church is enmeshed in. In order to accomplish the transition,

they promote the idea of organic versus linear. Organic communities come together naturally,

while linear constitutes pragmatically based organization. Emergents encourage structure, but not

as the primary focus in both worship and preaching. It is about the service as a whole being a

venue through with seekers can participate and experience God, not through observing portions

of it. Many emerging church services only involve a meal and music, but no sermon.77 More

specifically, the form of participation that the emerging movement encourages is communal

theological discernment. They claim that the knowledge gained from Scripture does not come

primarily through the delivery of a sermon, but instead equips the individual to create out their

own interpretation.

Conservative evangelicals are most concerned with the new approach to preaching,

believing the emerging church to be teaching incomplete truths. Their issue with the movement

is not the new style being promoted, but instead the perceived lack of authority given Scripture

by emergents. In the same vein, conservatives believe the emerging church is disregarding the

most important aspects of Christianity in their attempt to by being culturally savvy in

communicating the gospel. Kevin DeYoung writes that the emerging church has a “broad

tolerance of general religious sentiment that is lacking in specificity and definition, the
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unwillingness to assert the Bible’s complete truthfulness, the downplaying of original sin, and

the direct appeals to bettering the world apart from the call to repent and be born again.”78

According to historic standard of orthodoxy held to by the evangelical church, a de-emphasis of

those things is viewed as heretical. One of the main aspects of orthodoxy, or “right belief,” is the

confession of Jesus Christ as fully God and fully man, as well as completely sovereign.79 Thus,

all Scripture is God-breathed, and because God is believed to be sovereign, it has the ultimate

authority.

For conservative evangelicals, the message of the Bible must be preached fully without

compromise to cultural trends. “Faithful preaching is making the text practical to listeners…but

when preachers contextualize the Bible to culture without the wisdom handed down through the

ages, we too easily allow culture to shape our theology.”80 The emphasis of the mainstream

evangelical church remains on Scripturally-sound preaching first and foremost in connecting

with God. They see experiential worship as a supplement to preaching and as a response to the

Lord, and do not view an emphasis on participation. “Preaching is the first priority of ministry

that leads God’s mission.”81 Opponents claim the dislike of preaching is due to uneasiness about

authority and control in the movement, which in many ways constitutes a loss of confidence in

God’s word and subsequent resistance to sitting under its authority.82

Spiritual Formation:

When discussing issues regarding discipleship, the focus of the emerging church

movement is on spiritual formation. They perceive a need to return to the practices observed by

the early church, focusing on disciplines that are considered contemplative, communal, and
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missional. By returning these spiritual practices to the forefront of the Christian faith, members

of the movement claim that the postmodern church can mirror the original intention of the

church, and subsequently individuals will draw nearer to God. “A major criticism of the church

today is that it is a modern, Americanized, organized religion that has lost its ancient roots and

sense of mystery.”83 Emergents claim that renewing focus on spiritual disciplines that draw

attention to personal growth will revive the evangelical faith. The influence of individual growth

causes Christians to “constantly emerge from what we were and are into what we can become –

not just as individuals, but as participants in the emerging realities of families, communities,

cultures, and worlds.”84

Robert Webber refers to this notion of ‘becoming’ in terms of what he deems an ‘ancient-

future faith.’ His theory seeks to combat the issue that “spirituality, made independent from

God's story, is often characterized by legalism, mere intellectual knowledge, an overly

therapeutic culture, New Age Gnosticism, a dualistic rejection of this world and a narcissistic

preoccupation with one's own experience.”85 Webber’s claim is that postmodern desire for

authenticity is answered in the spiritual disciplines experienced by the church of the first century,

and that for the Christian faith to be sustained in the future, the church must return to its ancient

roots and practices. “The faithfulness of the past often serves as the soil for the future. The well-

worn may serve as the inspiration for the new.”86 These elements of the past are monastic and

communal. These practices, which were perceived as meaningless ritual throughout the modern

era, are being infused with the purpose of transformation. This is done through making a

connection to the historical narrative of God’s work in the world and through a commitment to
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forming a spirituality that is in line with God’s will. A key word is discipleship; Dan Kimball

explains, “Disciples of Jesus are those learning to be like him.”87 Emergents emphasize the

importance of singing, the Lord's Supper, communal gathering, weekly fasting, prayer,

practicing silence, meditation, and Biblical recitation as formative ritual. The movement claims

that when individuals or communities engage in these more ancient forms of Christianity,

bridges between denominations or even Protestant and Catholic beliefs are created.

These elements of Christian faith, and perception of unity among believers, are seen in

opposition to the program-centered agenda of modernized churches. Emergents claim that

churches tied to modernity have distanced themselves from the raw and authentic spirituality that

stems from believers both practicing and engaging in more ancient forms of spiritual formation.

“Practices are the sum total of what we do and, in their best moments, both the cause and the

fruit of our beliefs.”88 In seeking to promote an awareness of spirituality that overrides

modernity’s rationality, the emerging church is drawing attention to links to the history of the

church.

While the realm of spiritual formation is less prominent in voices of concern from the

contemporary evangelical church, it does put into tension much of the present form of the

Western church. Extreme opponents believe that this new focus on spirituality is unbiblical and

reminiscent of Gnostic mysticism. The more common traditional response is that there is concern

with the lack of ties to denomination or to the historical legacy of Christianity found in the gap

between the first century church model and the present day.

Church and the Role of Community:

A prominent theme throughout emerging church movement discourse is the idea of church
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as community. According to the movement, community embodies not only a forum through

which to negotiate theology or collectively participate in social justice projects, but also a

location in which people can be fully authentic. The emerging church claims that the type of

Christian community necessary is one that is willing “to actually engage with humanity and

grapple with the real issues that arise from that context.”89 According to emergents, the function

of the community is to navigate how to live out the Christian faith in the context of

intergenerational discipleship that deals with the reality of life, rather than a pretense of

perfection. Not only are communities seen to be authentic in the emerging model, also within

them “there is no difference, in terms of power, between clergy and laity, as all are invited to

make the important decisions and all have equal power to fulfill their calling in the

community.”90 What ties these communities together is an awareness of the imperfection of the

world and life acting within it, instead of collective uniting theologically based beliefs.

With this approach to authority, the boundaries for such communities become far more

permeable, and the role of community changes from a concrete group that is in rational

agreement to a loosely defined that is united by experience. In contrast to the emphasis by a

church culture devoted to getting more people through the doors, McLaren observes that “large

numbers become less important: quantity of people becomes less important than quality of

relationships.”91 Church, as a once a week event, is a much less favorable view in the eyes of

emergents. Instead, the truth calling or role of church is enacted through community and

relationship. Biblical interpretation, civil service, ritual, and worship are all practiced through the

                                                  
89 Deborah Loyd and Ken Loyd, “Our Report Card in the Year 2057: A Reflection on Women’s Rights, Poverty, and
Oppression,” in An Emergent Manifesto, ed. Doug Pagitt and Tony Jones (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007),
276.
90 Ryan Bolger, “Following Jesus Into Culture: Emerging Church as Social Movement,” in An Emergent Manifesto,
ed. Doug Pagitt and Tony Jones (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 2007), 137.
91 Brian McLaren, “Emerging Values.” Leadership Journal.net: Christianity Today, July 1, 2003, accessed
December 10, 2010, http://www.christianitytoday.com/le/2003/summer/3.34.html.
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frame of community. “To embody this kingdom, community formation must be central and

involves a practical training of the gospel: how to serve, how to love, how to open up your

home… community formation provides an avenue for a person to enact am entirely different way

of life.”92

After summarizing the main critiques being made by the emerging church movement, the

repeating themes that surfaced were a desire for authenticity and relationships within the context

of community. The majority of claims made by the movement in some way relate back to those

two major points, and surround ideas of adapting contemporary evangelicalism in order to form

communities that are authentic and loving. By looking first quantitatively in Chapter Four and

then in a more in-depth analysis in Chapter Five, I will support my argument of the

interconnectedness of these claims with the ways that the fifteen college students interviewed for

this thesis describe their conceptualization of how to live out their Christian faith.

                                                  
92 Bolger, “Following Jesus,” 135.
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CHAPTER FOUR

INTRODUCTION TO PARTICIPANTS

AND SUMMARY OF INTERVIEW FINDINGS

I chose to interview college students for three main reasons: the first is that the

beginnings and development of the emerging church movement coincided with their childhood

and eventual decision to claim a Christian identity; the second is that this age group, referred to

as ‘Mosaics’, individuals born between 1984 and 2002,93 has been raised in a fully postmodern

context; and the third is that the current college-aged generation will eventually come into

leadership within the American church and the views and understandings of ecclesiology that

they hold will ultimately shape American Christianity in the future. By interviewing fifteen

college students and quantitatively summarizing their views, it will be possible to analyze

prominent themes in comparison to critiques being made by the emerging church movement.

For the purpose of this thesis, fifteen different college students were interviewed. They were

specifically chosen based upon personal identification as a Christian, age,  and background of

involvement with the Christian church. The interviews each took place in a one-on-one

conversational setting in a variety of locations that were each designated by the participant. Each

of the participants were briefed on the purpose of the interview and given a short explanation of

the emerging church movement, as well as asked to sign paperwork to demonstrate their

compliance with the interview. They were assigned pseudonyms to protect their privacy

according Institutional Review Board guidelines. After the paperwork had been completed, the

recorded interview commenced.

                                                  
93 The Barna Group, Ltd., “Six Megathemes Emerge From Barna Group Research in 2010,” Barna Group,
December 13, 2010, accessed March 11, 2011 from http://www.barna.org/culture-articles/462-six-megathemes-
emerge-from-2010.
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These introductions are important because of the foundational aspects of Christian identity

that relate to the age at which they became a Christian, and the further distinction of living out

their faith. It is also important to mention because of the commonalities that emerge based on

those characteristics and how they either confirm or disconfirm claims that have been made by

the emerging church movement. The following are brief introductions to each student that was

interviewed:

• Jenny is eighteen years old and a current college freshman. She has been a Christian for

about four years and grew up in a completely non-Christian home. She is involved in the Greek

system and is originally from Boulder, Colorado.

• Tim is a current junior, majoring in psychology. He is originally from Dallas, but moved to

Colorado when he was five years old. He became a Christian on a retreat shortly after graduating

from high school, and lives with four other guys, one of whom is atheist, one who is Jewish, and

one who is secular. He is volunteers with a local church and also works part-time.

• Josh is from Arvada, Colorado and is currently on the CU Rugby team. When he first came

to college, he became heavily involved in the partying scene, but through attending a local

college ministry, he became a Christian just last year. He is currently majoring in physics.

• Amy is twenty-one years old. She was born in California, but ended up moving France

when she was four years old. She was raised Catholic, and she chose to be a Christian after her

senior year, after attending high school in Boulder. She attended her first year of college at CSU

and after a semester transferred to CU. She is a French and Creative Writing double major, and

just returned from study abroad in Paris in December 2010.

• Kelly is a current college freshman. Her parents divorced when she was young, and she

grew up in Minnesota with two real brothers and a million stepsiblings. She was heavily
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involved in the party scene during part of high school, but annually attended a Christian summer

camp. Prior to college, she chose to change her life and live out her faith.

• Mike is a senior business major. He is from Chicago, Illinois and his parents divorced

when he was very young. He has been considering himself saved since he was 10 years old, but

said he didn’t start living for God until his sophomore year of college.

• Jake is a senior English Literature major planning on graduating in May 2011. He is

twenty-two years old, and grew up in Highlands Ranch, Colorado in a Christian family with two

younger brothers. He was very involved in sports growing up, and originally attended University

of San Diego before transferring to CU Boulder in Spring 2008.

• Adam is twenty-one years old. He is an accounting and finance major, and is planning on

completing a masters program. He transferred for his junior year to CU in fall of 2010 from

Westmont College, where he studied Christian non-denominational theology for two years. He

grew up in a Christian family and attended youth group all throughout his childhood.

• Megan is a current college senior. She is an elementary education major, and is from

Arvada, Colorado. Her parents are both Christian, still happily married and she has a younger

sister. She grew up going to church and regularly attended youth group all throughout high

school.

• Pam is a junior in the journalism school. She is involved in the Greek system and works

part-time. She is originally from Colorado Springs, Colorado, grew up in a Christian family, and

attended a Christian high school. After graduation, she took a year off and participated in

‘Discipleship Training School’ with Youth With A Mission (YWAM), where she spent three

months in classes and then three months in missional outreach to India.

• Katie is a psychology major. She is twenty-two years old and is a current senior. Her mom
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is a Christian but her father is not, and a few years ago her parents separated. She is an only

child, and decided to live out her faith once she came to college.

• Mary is a sophomore history major and is hoping to become a high school teacher. She

moved to Colorado when she was an adolescent, and became a Christian in 8th grade. She grew

up in a Christian home with two older brothers, and attended youth group regularly throughout

middle school and high school.

• Thomas is a current freshman from Texas. He moved to Colorado when he was eight years

old. His father was a youth pastor, and is now a pastor at a church in Aurora. He attended

Christian high school and plays guitar for a lot of churches in the metro area.

• Dave became a Christian around age four, and grew up in a Christian home with Christian

parents, and moved a lot growing up. He is twenty-one years old and a senior physics major. He

finished high school in Colorado Springs and decided to take a year off before attending CU. He

participated in a ‘Discipleship Training School’ with YWAM before coming to college.

• Hannah is a sophomore and is originally from Denver, Colorado. She grew up in a

Christian family, and participated in both her church’s youth group and Young Life throughout

high school. She has always remembered being a Christian since she was very young.

To summarize the interviews with these participants, I looked at each response and noted

specific themes or reoccurring comments that came through in their answers. These themes, from

an ethnographic standpoint, would illuminate the potential influence and applicability of the

main reforming critiques of the emerging church movement. As seen in Chapters One and Two,

the main claims of the movement surround culture, epistemology, Biblical interpretation,

theology, the Gospel, evangelism, leadership, spiritual formation, and community. By asking a

series of twenty-four questions reflecting themes present within the emerging movement’s
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critique, the views of the college generation were displayed. By asking the same serious of

questions to a variety of college students, who all identified as between the ages of eighteen and

twenty-two, the themes that emerged clarified much of the movement’s position. Each of the

participants also identified as a practicing, committed Christian, many of whom affiliated as non-

denominational.

What follows is a basic summary of the various themes gathered through these

interviews, and more detailed exposition of specific answers will be located in a later section.

Background Influences:

In response to the question regarding their background, the students clarified a number of

influences in their lives, including gender, age, year in school, Christian or non-Protestant

upbringing, location of growing up and moves that they had made, school environments

attended, church participation, and family influence. The questions they responded to were “Tell

me about yourself. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?” The

responses resulted in the identification that the interviews were amidst a mix of people, age

ranges from 18-22. Of the fifteen participants, eight were female and seven were male. Two

identified as freshmen females, one as a freshman male; two as sophomore females, one as a

sophomore male; two as junior females, two as junior males; two as senior females, and two as

senior males. Three of the participants identified as having no Christian background before

adolescence, three identified as having a non-Protestant or consistent faith background, but nine

identified as having a consistent Protestant background. Of the fifteen, only eight said they were

originally from Colorado, and the other seven said that they moved here later in life or came to

Colorado for college. Three of the participants explained their family situations as their parents

being divorced or separated, whereas the other twelve explained that their parents were still
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together. Two of those interviewed went to Christian high school, seven attended youth group,

and one annually visited a Christian camp. However, thirteen participants went to secular

schools, seven did not attend youth group and one did not specify, and five struggled with a

popular lifestyle of drinking and drugs.

The first few questions in the interview after establishing the participants’ backgrounds

involved relationships. The two questions were “Do you have non-Christian friends?” and “Do

you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your difference in beliefs?” To the

former, thirteen replied yes to having non-Christian friends, two replied not really or not until

college. Of the total participants, three qualified what was meant by the term “Christian” friend,

and three also mentioned that the relationships they invested in the most or were willing to

accept advice from were primarily those that also identified as Christian. To the latter question,

all fifteen replied that they were in fact able to relate to those friends regardless of differences in

beliefs. Two claimed that there was not a huge difference between Christians and non-Christians

in some ways because they still found themselves struggling with similar things, regardless of

beliefs. However, five said that they were only able to relate on relate on certain levels, because

there was some element to their character or lifestyle that was not communicable because of a

difference in religious faith.

In order to see the degree of influence on this particular sample of college-aged

Christians, the question of influential authors and books was posed. After asking “Have you read

many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been influential to your faith?”

it became apparent that there was a wide range of authors and books, with only a handful that

were mentioned by multiple people. For example, Crazy Love by Francis Chan was mentioned

by six different people, one respondent referred to Forgotten God by Francis Chan, and yet
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another respondent briefly mentioned Chan as an influential author. Five people mentioned

Captivating by John and Stasi Eldridge, two referred to Wild At Heart and one to Waking the

Dead also by John Eldridge. Two different respondents discussed The Shack, by William P.

Young, and two other participants also mentioned Mark Driscoll. Donald Miller as an author was

mentioned once, and his book, Blue Like Jazz, was recommended by three participants and

another one of his books, Fatherless Generation, by one person. Rob Bell was referred to three

times as an author and his books Sex God and Velvet Elvis were both referenced. More classic

writers such as Henri Nouwen and C.S. Lewis were mentioned two and four times respectively.

Two different people mentioned R.C. Sproul, and his books Romans and The Holiness of God. A

few people mentioned A.W. Tozer, another classic writer, and titles such as The Pursuit of God,

God’s Pursuit of Man, The Knowledge of the Holy, and Attributes of God were all referenced.

Some more contemporary authors that were recommended were Erwin McManus, by two

different people, and his book The Barbarian Way was specifically mentioned, as well as David

Crowder’s Everybody Wants To Go To Heaven. Another respondent listed Under The Overpass

by Mike Yankowski as one of the most influential books they had read. Some books that were

mentioned by at least one person were The Search For Significance by Robert McGee, Heresies

and How To Avoid Them edited by Ben Quash and Michael Ward, and How To Read The Bible

For All It’s Worth by Gordon Fee. Other authors that were referenced at least by one participant

were Francine Rivers, Katherine Marshall, Beth Moore, Leslie Ludy, Elizabeth Elliot, Lisa

Bevere, Alan Redpath, Brennan Manning, N.T. Wright, Francis Schaeffer, and John Piper.

Culture:

Considering the critique of the emerging church movement on the perception of

Christianity by postmoderns, the following question asked was: “If you think of Christianity as a
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brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?” The question was then clarified by

expanding in questioning what the response is to it, the role the religion plays, and the

associations made with Christianity. Interestingly, only one participant claimed that the outward

perception was that Christianity is viewed as a system of rules, and only one explained that it is

likely to be dependent on location. Six people thought that it is seen as a welcoming or accepting

community, but eight believe that most see it as either judgmental, hateful, hypocritical, ignorant,

or obsessed with appearing perfect. Two further clarified that they thought that the view of the

Christian brand is embodied by the “hellfire evangelists with signs preaching about repentance”

that are sometimes seen on the University of Colorado campus. Four participants acknowledged

the existence of an insider versus outsider dynamic, and that there is a discrepancy between the

two in how the brand might be perceived. In two interviews, they claimed that Christianity is not

only improving in the eyes of the outside culture, but that it is often associated with social

justice. Finally, three people expressed that the understanding of Christianity is often associated

with dramatic life changes or an inner spirituality.

Another question posed during the interview was: “What are some ways you can think of

that would reverse the negative stereotype frequently associated with Christians?” The responses

were also varied, but four people said there was no way to reverse the stereotype without God,

and that it would be impossible to fix unless people were willing to change their minds. Two

respondents claimed that the people that have a negative take on Christianity due to previous bad

experiences with either Christians or the church. The main consensus by five participants was

that the best way to reverse the stereotype is to be more loving. Two different individuals

expressed the need to have no agenda for relationships, two to be more humble and open, two to

try to be less hypocritical, two to be more welcoming, two to know the Bible better, and two said



40

to act more like Jesus. One person said that we need to stop putting God in a box. Five people

responded that the best way to change the stereotype is for Christians to live by example and

actually live out their faith, and three people expressed the need for Christians that are most

public to be people who are loving and not judgmental. Three people mentioned the importance

of being authentic and transparent. Two participants also recommended prayer and seeking God.

A few of the questions posed to the participants were “What are some phrases/words you

would use to describe God? Do you think these are the way that God is perceived by people

today?” Their responses were quite varied, but there were a few that multiple respondents

repeated. Six people described God as Powerful or All-powerful, ten people described him in

terms of Loving or Love. Three people referenced Grace when describing God, three used the

word Indescribable, and three people also said Big. Two used the word Father, two used

Redeemer, two used all-knowing, two used Rescuer, two used Judge, two used Passionate, two

used Gentle, two used Savior, two used Righteous, two Eternal, two used Creator, and two

described him as Sovereign. Four people used the word Omnipotent, and two used both

Omniscient and Omnipresent. Individuals mentioned words like Light, Good, Shepherd,

Mysterious, Truth, Scary, Protector, Close, Friend, Healer, lord, Divine, Sustainer, Faithful,

Eminent, Bad ass, Enigmatic, Transcendent, Majestic, Strong, Mighty, Incomprehensible, and

Triune. People also used phrases like ‘the beginning and the end,’ ‘fruits of the spirit,’ ‘God of

everything,’ ‘beyond me,’ and ‘our dependence.’ Two people expressed that they did not think

that people perceived God at all the way they described, and five respondents believe that people

perceive him in negative ways. Eight participants acknowledge that at least some people see God

the way they described, and six felt that some people do but not in the way that they may have

intended the word.
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Epistemology:

Considering the concern regarding orthodoxy, or right belief, in the controversy

surrounding the emerging church movement, the position of postmodern Christians to orthodoxy

needed to be explored. The following question was asked, “What is your definition of

orthodoxy?” in order to survey the level of importance and familiarity of right belief to college-

aged believers. Fourteen participants expressed unfamiliarity with the term ‘orthodoxy’ and

thirteen explained that they did not know what it was, much less able to articulate a definition for

it. In their brief explanations, eight referenced either Orthodox Judaism or Orthodox Christian

traditions, and four explained their association of the term to be with traditional, classic, or very

strict beliefs. Two people referred to orthodoxy as being “old school” and “old fashioned.”

However, of fifteen respondents, only two articulated a definition of orthodoxy that involved

adhering to Biblical teaching, understanding of early ecumenical church positions, and staying

close to the contents of the Bible.

In exploration of the relativistic view towards other religions put forth by the emerging

church movement, a question regarding the applicability of other beliefs was put forth. The

question was: “Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?” Thirteen

participants replied yes, one sad no, and one explained they were unsure. Eight respondents

explained that they believed that some attributes of God are universal, and that all truth is God’s

truth, and remained so even seen through other religions. Six people qualified their answer by

saying that people can only understand minor aspects of God, and that it is impossible to meet

Jesus through other beliefs without exposure to Christianity. Two people claimed that learning

about God through other religions is possible but unnecessary. Finally, four respondents
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expressed the importance of being able to understand other people better by learning about other

religions or beliefs.

Biblical Interpretation:

In response to the question “Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?”” with the word inerrant

defined as meaning there are no errors, that the Bible is inspired by God, that it is authoritative,

and that it is the truth respondents orientation to Scripture was portrayed. Fourteen of

participants replied yes to the question, six of which specified that it is inspired by God, and nine

who claimed the Bible to be truth or true. Two expressed that they saw Scripture as the highest

authority in their life. Surprisingly, only one claimed that they were not sure about the inerrancy

of the Bible and cited human authorship as their reason for doubt. Eight of the other respondents

also acknowledged human authorship, but still held to their claim of inerrancy. Two explained

that they believed it to be without error because there were so few errors made over time, and

four addressed that there were parts that might seem contradicting. Two people claimed that even

though language changes slightly from translation to translation, that the Scripture still remains

as God intended, and two others claimed that if a portion of the Bible was found not to be true

that the whole thing would be discredited. Two respondents also expressed that Scripture must

be understood within a larger context, and two people claimed that oftentimes perceived issues

lie with people’s misinterpretation, and not with the Bible itself.

Understanding Theology:

The next question asked was “Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe

about them?” Fourteen out of fifteen participants replied yes, and one expressed that they were

unsure. Eleven respondents claimed that people who believe in Jesus would go to Heaven, while

ten people believe that people who do not will go to Hell. Eleven participants expressed that they
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were unsure of what Heaven or Hell would be like, but eight people explained Heaven as place

to worship God forever, a place of completion, and associated it with good, whereas nine people

described Hell as separation from God, being with Satan, full of fiery lakes, or as a horrible place

that is associated with bad. In explaining their views, five respondents mentioned that thinking

about this topic was difficult or made them sad, and two claimed that they were unsure regarding

the ambiguities surrounding accepting Christ for death bed conversions or stillbirths. While five

respondents mentioned the depiction of Heaven and Hell in the Bible, three participants claimed

that the Bible was very clear about it and expressed it as a black or white issue. Six people

explained both places as eternal, but three explained an in depth theological viewpoint regarding

Heaven’s eventual integration with earth where Christ will reign as king.

The Gospel:

The next question regarded the individual’s orientation to the gospel, which is

colloquially understood by Christians as the good news of Christ’s coming. The question asked

was “What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?” Nine of

the participants described the Gospel in terms of Jesus coming to earth as human, that he died for

our sins on the cross, and was resurrected. Of these nine, the majority also identified it within

other categories besides this systematic narrative. Five explained the gospel as the good news,

while three specified that the gospel was a message of believers having eternal life. Six

participants explained it as the story or life of Jesus and as the expression of the love of God or

the desire of God to be in relationship with mankind. Of these six, none identified the gospel as a

salvation narrative in that Jesus died for the sins of mankind on the cross. Four understood the

gospel as the word of God, as truth, or in terms of the Bible. Two out of fifteen participants

explained the gospel in a larger context of messianic Jewish prophecy and that the coming of
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Christ was in fulfillment of those prophesies. Only one explained the gospel as being understood

or communicable in terms of personal experiences or perceived miracles.

Evangelism:

A claim by the emerging church is that postmoderns do not embrace being preached at,

but instead prefer experience-based learning.94 In order to explore this aspect of postmodern

Christians’ orientations, the question “Do you agree with this statement: ‘People don’t want to be

preached at so much as encouraged.’ Why or why not?” was posed. Fourteen out of fifteen

participants completely agreed, but four expressed that it should not be that way. Only one

person did not agree with the statement at all. Seven people claimed that preaching at people is

perceived as not loving and has an agenda, or that it feels like rules or as if someone talking

down to you. Six respondents explained that the gospel is not what most people want to hear or

that it’s difficult to hear, but five people said that encouragement is not enough. Five participants

also emphasized that being encouraged feels more personal than being preached at.

A major point of contention within the emerging church movement is the contemporary

approach to evangelism. One of the claims made by proponents of the movement is that the

orientation of believers towards evangelism is incorrect. To further explore the reality of this

claim, participants were asked the following question. “What metaphor do you think best

represents the role of a Christian: warrior or gardener?” Five of them responded a warrior, three

responded a gardener, and seven said that the role of a Christian is to be both. Three participants

clarified that a Christian must take on the role of a gardener in terms of their inner life, whereas

seven said the role should relate to how to treat others. Seven people described the role of the

warrior in regards to the outer life and in living out one’s faith boldly, and seven also described

being a warrior in terms of fighting for truth, for souls, for the faith, and against sin.
                                                  
94 Burke, “ Incarnational Theology,” 54.
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Within new postmodern definitions of identity, questions of commonality have surfaced.

The proposed breakdown between dividing lines has influenced the willingness of people to

engage in conversation. In order to explore this emerging thought more, the question “Are you

more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to say?” was posed

during the interviews. People responded in a variety of ways. Five participants said that they

were more interested in telling them what they believe, while ten responded that they would

prefer to hear what they have to say. Two people claimed they preferred to explain their beliefs

because they think that what they believe is necessary and important for others to know, but five

people said they preferred to listen to others’ beliefs out of fear of what might be said or a lack of

confidence in their ability to voice their own. Two participants claimed that it was important to

both listen and tell, and three people said that it is impossible to speak to people without the

background information of knowing where they are coming from. Four respondents said that

they would prefer to listen because they enjoy hearing what people have to say, and five people

mentioned the importance of listening as the basis of relationships.

Approaches to Leadership:

Through some references to the need for certain types of preaching came up in

participants’ responses, another question to clarify views on pastors was asked during the

interview. This question was important to ascertain the perceived role of a pastor, which is

heavily critiqued by the emerging church movement. The question that was asked was “In your

opinion, what is the role or purpose of a Christian leader?” using the specific examples of a

pastor or a ministry director. In terms of preaching, five people expressed that the role of a

Christian leader is to preach truth; four said it is to share the Gospel, and six are to speak

messages that relate God to everyday life. Seven participants portrayed a leader as someone who
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knows the Bible, Christian history and tradition, and two are able to equip their congregation.

Five expressed they should be someone who is able to counsel, specifically three of whom as

someone who is able to come alongside their congregation. Four thought that a leader should be

a role model or example, and five claimed their role should be to point people to God.

As a follow-up to the question regarding the role of a Christian leader, another question

was voiced specifically regarding sermons. While much of the emerging church’s critique

centralizes on leadership, it also lands upon the function of a sermon within the context of a

church gathering. In order to establish a general understanding amidst college-aged Christians,

the question “What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?” was asked. The majority of

respondents, eight in total, explained that it is to educate people about the Bible, whereas only

five expressed that it was to convey the Gospel or to explain more about Jesus. Three claimed the

purpose is to build up believers’ faith or to encourage members of the congregation, while three

participants also claimed it is to inspire change or transformation in those listening to the

message. Three people also responded that messages are not intended to be comforting, but

instead to be venues for the Holy Spirit to convict believers. Four interviews resulted in the

position that sermons are supposed to teach practical life stuff and four others expressed it as

motivation to dig in more on their own or a starting point for people to learn more on their own.

Three people portrayed it as a way to equip the congregation, and three others explained it as a

way to renew their minds or give new perspectives. One person depicted the purpose of a sermon

as conveying a message that is able to relate to a wide range of people across a wide range of

differences. However, only one person mentioned that the purpose of a sermon in today’s church

is not the way it was intended to be.
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Spiritual Formation:

The next question asked during the interview was about worship. It was “What are things

you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?” This question helps express an

orientation of postmoderns towards difference practices, which reflects on the critique of the

emerging church about spiritual formation. Ten of the participants explained that worship for

them was about the posture of the heart. They claimed that in order to make an action

worshipful, the adherent must have the right mentality or motivation, such as being in awe of

God. Ten people also claimed that worship could be anything that one commits to God. Eight

expressed that worship could be as simple as enjoying daily life, such as driving, spending time

with friends, or cooking. Five individuals mentioned being in nature, by viewing and

contemplating creation. Three people explained worship as a time of personal connection to God,

and three participants also expressed that they viewed their schoolwork as a form of worship.

Two of those interviewed mentioned giving monetarily or serving others as worship as well.

Fourteen out of fifteen respondents referred to worship as being through music or singing. Most

notably, only four people identified a difference between personal versus corporate or

community forms of worship.

During the interviews, a question that was asked was in regards to qualification. From the

perspective of Christians, the persona they would like to attain is often what is quantified in

terms of good or bad. The question asked of participants was “What do you think a “good

Christian” looks like?” The responses were varied, but articulated a basic desire of what people

wished their own faith embodied. Five people expressed that a good Christian is someone who is

humble, broken, quiet, and lives sacrificially, while three explained that a good Christian would

be someone who trust and relies on God. Another three described them as someone that loves
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God, and another three portrayed a good Christian as someone that lives to glorify God. Four

explained them as someone who loves others, another four explained them as someone who

knows the truth, and five participants described them as someone who is bold in what they

believe. One explained them as someone who fears the Lord, and one also expressed that they

didn’t believe a good Christian would exist because all of mankind is broke and in sin. Three

people depicted them as someone who is radical or noticeably different, and two described a

good Christian as someone who is obedient to God. Two other people explained that often the

perception of a good Christian is someone who always does the right thing and has all the

answers, and has a “checklist faith,” or a faith that is based on good deeds, whereas two others

portrayed them as someone who has their heart in the right place regardless of their actions. The

majority of interviewees, a total of seven, described a good Christian as one who does their best

to resemble, imitate, and follow Christ.

As the interviews continued, a few of the questions addressed the importance of

experience in a believer’s life. In order to explore this concept, the next question asked was “Has

experiencing God been more foundational to your faith or has Scripture?” Seven people

expressed that experience had been more foundational, seven portrayed Scripture as more

foundational, and one explained them as having equal roles. Four people described that one

contributes to the other, and only one respondent mentioned a difference in what is most

foundational, as they have aged.

The next question was “Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think

there is a difference between the two?” Ten participants claimed the need to prioritize belief over

experience, whereas only four said that experience comes before belief. One respondent said that

one should not come before the other, but emphasized belief. Six people agreed that there is a
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difference between experience and belief, and nine of the participants claimed that one

influences or is filtered through the other. Only two people expressed that experience and belief

do not reflect or contribute to one another.

Church and the Role of Community:

The next question asked during the interviews was “Can you describe your ideal church?

What are its ideals and values, what would a service there be like?” The purpose of this question

was to quantify elements of importance within a service to practicing Christians in order to

assess the suggestions made by the emerging church on how to reform ecclesiology. The answers

varied from person to person, but the main themes that emerged were the following: Eight

participants claimed that the worship, and the authenticity or ability to connect in the worship

was very important to them, as was the presence of Bible-based teaching. Five people

emphasized the need for the church to be welcoming and the importance of the dynamic to be

open and honest, or colloquially understood as “Come as you are.” Six of the interviews

mentioned the significance of community, and seven mentioned the need for a church body to be

involved in outreach, either to the local community or to the globe. Four claimed the importance

of the movement of the Holy Spirit within the church, and one mentioned a need to return to the

ways that the early church functioned shortly after the time of Jesus. Two people explained that

their ideal church would be smaller in size, and that the atmosphere of the church would not be

directed at gaining higher numbers or having a nicer facility. Four participants emphasized the

importance of a church being centered in love, and four also preferred topical teaching,

specifically messages on the life of Jesus. Only one mentioned the value or necessity of tithing,

one mentioned the need for humor in a pastor, and only two clarified their need for a clear

statement of faith or theology that coincided with their beliefs.
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By looking at these interviews in general terms, the themes that emerged were a need for

authentic community, a focus on relational dynamics within evangelism, and the need for

Christians to return to the original message of “love” found in Scripture and embodied in the life

of Jesus. Through looking at these themes in a deeper analysis, I will support my argument that

the claims being made by the emerging church movement are integral to the ways these

particular students conceptualize their faith in a postmodern context.
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CHAPTER FIVE

ANALYSIS OF THEMES

Through quantitatively summarizing the contents of the fifteen interviews, beyond only

noticing basic differences or commonalities amidst the diversity of the interview sample, it

became clear that there are a few outstanding claims made by the emerging church movement

that appear to be extraordinarily relevant to this generation. Through the commonalities that

emerged in Chapter Four, it is possible to evaluate the degree of reliability in the movement’s

claims. By looking at the individual responses to five select questions, it is possible to evaluate

aspects of the postmodern condition proposed by the emerging church.  Those interviewed spoke

candidly about certain necessities, all of which were summarized in the previous section. There

appears to be an inner desire for authenticity, community, and a need to feel safe being known on

a deeper level within relationships. This included a reservation to discuss elements of their belief

outside of a relational context. However, it also became very apparent that each of these students

strongly identified with their faith and held to their belief, with only one exception. The most

prominent themes that emerged were in response to the following interview questions:

• “What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?”

• “Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a

service there be like?”

• “Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?”

• “What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or

gardener?”
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• “Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been

influential to your faith?”

The original intention behind asking these particular questions were in order to gauge not

only the parallels between these students’ opinions and the movement, but also understand the

orientations of these individuals to their religious beliefs. The basis of this paper is to explore not

only the claims made by the emerging church movement, but also the implications of responses

to the issues raised within these questions for individuals who actively identify as Christian. The

connotation associated with this reality is that regardless of whether or not the emerging church

movement is controversial, if what the claims being made resonate with this generation, then

there is a potential for the future of the church to turn to support emerging church philosophies

and methodologies.

The Gospel:

By looking at these individuals’ responses to the question “What is the “gospel” to you?

If/when you share it with others, what do you say?” it became increasingly apparent that a theme

emerged in regards to interpersonal relationships. In reviewing the basic findings, it

demonstrated that only about two-thirds of participants actually understood or described the

Gospel in terms of the humanity, death and resurrection of Christ Jesus. The other third

described it as the story or life of Jesus and as the expression of the love of God or the desire of

God to be in relationship with mankind. Josh, a current college sophomore, described his way of

explaining the gospel in terms of his own personal experience. He answered, “So when I talk

about the gospel, I mostly talk about, you know, the miracles that Christ performed in my life….

One example would be a motocross accident that I had when I was young. Two nights before

that my dad had a dream that I was going to get into a really bad accident, and so he went out
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and bought me a neck brace, and the neck brace ended up saving my life two days later. Just

stuff like that, I just can’t deny that it’s God. And so I tell them stuff like that… For the most part

for me it’s just sharing experiences that I’ve had, because I feel like when people are struggling

with things, it’s easier for me to relate to those things, because it’s like, “Oh yeah I used to

struggle with those things too but this is what happened to me.” So that’s how I attempt to spread

the gospel.”95 Most interesting about this answer is the element of proof associated with the

miraculous. It brings up an experiential dimension to what is perceived as a static story, and

explaining the gospel in this manner invokes an emotional response in those listening. This

testimony represents the story of God’s miraculous salvation in concrete terms that would be

perceived as incredible and supernatural by outsiders. The emerging church does not emphasize

the miraculous, but in how they put forth ideas about evangelism, they recommend personal

narratives.

Their claim is that the message of Christ to an ultra-individualized postmodern generation

must be understood through personal stories, which are invariably expressed in the context of

relationships. As mentioned by Kluck, “to know the Lord is…being in a relationship – and

people who like the emergent movement like to focus on the relationship aspect of Jesus …on

the emergent end I think people are afraid that Christians are using hell as a sales tool to get

people to buy into Christianity.”96 Though only one person explicitly explained their

understanding of the gospel in terms of their own individual experience, the focus on relationship

is extremely prominent in the emerging church movement. Tim, a junior, mentioned his previous

negative connotations associated with the gospel, which corresponds with Kluck’s comment. He

said, “When I share it to others, I don’t present it in a Biblical way, I present it more like a story

                                                  
95 “Josh,” interview by author, 27 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
96 Kluck and DeYoung, Why We’re Not Emergent, 99, 102.



54

kind of way. Kind of like what I just said, like this is what happened, this is how I feel about it…

I hated it when people tried to force it down my throat because that’s how it used to be with me

and it scared me away. So now I try to do… the opposite of what they did to me, and just try to

be there for them, and say it more physical than verbal.”97 The particular strategy emphasized by

this generation is a focus and emphasis on truly living out their faith. That lifestyle, they believe,

will speak louder than words and proclaim the gospel in terms of embodied love rather than

solely in discourse.

Though this is not the particular frame utilized by the movement to structure their

definition of the gospel, it does reveal a priority of this generation. The relationally embodied

dynamic of loving others is also important. By putting the interests of those engaging in

conversation first, the gospel is brought to people without a sense of agenda or through any

particular approach. Another student, Dave, in response to how he shares the gospel, remarked “I

think it’s different for every person that I talk to. At least the approach is different and the words,

you have to try to meet them, hear their story and try to speak truth into that.”98 This statement

seems to be a confirmation of the emerging church movement’s claim for the necessity to

relationally engage with people through community in order to better understand how the gospel

is relevant on a personal level. Yet another element to the relational dynamic is the conception of

entering into relationship with God. Mary, a current sophomore, said the gospel came through

Jesus and that “his death on the cross is what reconciles us to God and makes it possible for us to

be in relationship with him and to go to heaven someday.”99

This brings up a really interesting quality to the discussion regarding the postmodern

orientation. Some academic critiques of postmodernism identify the era as extreme

                                                  
97 “Tim,” interview by author, 25 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
98 “Dave,” interview by author, 23 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
99 “Mary,” interview by author, 24 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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disassociation with others, that it is a hyper-individualized society. However, the claim of the

emerging church movement is that this aspect of post-modernism creates an inward desire for

authentic relationship, being known with flaws, and sharing life together. That particular

observation appears to hold a lot of accuracy in understanding the orientation of individuals

towards a desire to be in relationship with an omniscient God and with others.

However, the majority of students did not describe the gospel in holistic terms like the

emerging church movement supports. All participants identified the gospel either with the story

of Jesus’ life, his death and resurrection, or the expression of the love of God. While it is

possible to infer elements of holism through these understandings, only of those interviewed

explicitly described the resurrection of Christ as a source of redemption for all things. Jake

answered that the gospel is to be seen as the following. “It’s essentially creation, fall,

redemption. And so you understand that in the beginning, God created everything to be good and

pure and holy, and that’s everything pretty much, not just man and woman, but that’s nature,

that’s technology, it’s coffee. All this stuff was created as good. And it pleased him, and then

with the distortion of the word, Adam and Eve fell from God’s presence. They fell from his

grace, they fell from his heart… From then on there’s been an enmity between man and God, and

everything fell. So it’s not just the heart, it’s not just the soul of man, but it’s nature… But with

death, Adam dies, the first man dies, which is the consequence of sin, right? Our death is a

reflection of our sin, but with the second Adam, with Jesus, there is hope for life. And through

him and through the church now being apart by the Holy Spirit, to the glory of God, it’s being

redeemed. So now there’s hope that nature, that science, that technology, that literature, that your

heart, my heart, our physical bodies are going to be redeemed. And the effect of the fall with be
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reversed.”100 The comments made here by Jake are very implicative of the mentality of the

emerging church movement. When the gospel as seen within a fuller context, when Christ is

understood as the fulfillment of Messianic prophecy in the Jewish tradition, the result of Christ’s

death and resurrection extend beyond a saving individualized story and into a more extensive

salvation narrative.

Church and the Role of Community:

The second question to be analyzed was in regards to what is important to postmodern

people in church. The interview posed the question: “Can you describe your ideal church? What

are its ideals and values, what would a service there be like?” The responses were varied, but the

particular elements that were mentioned multiple times were worship, welcoming atmosphere,

sense of authenticity, and having Bible-based teaching. Aside from those aspects, participants

also included the importance of being involved in outreach and having a community focus.

Katie, a current senior majoring in psychology, remarked in her description, “Ideally Christian

community would be something that was like very authentic and at the center of the church,

including people being able to meet each other’s needs whenever they come up, especially in the

church, and also outside the church.”101 This is reminiscent to the comment made by Brian

McLaren that “large numbers become less important: quantity of people becomes less important

than quality of relationships.”102

Sophomore Hannah qualifies the importance of brokenness and authenticity in

community. She answered that her ideal church would be “just come as you are, just making

people feel really welcome, and allowing people to be really honest and vulnerable and knowing

that we all experience pain, and we all experience hardship, and we all experience doubt, and we

                                                  
100 “Jake,” interview by author, 30 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
101 “Katie,” interview by author, 20 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
102 McLaren, “Emerging Values.”
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all experience sin and just falling away. But by the grace of God we’re all able to come together

and encourage each other and learn more about who God is and who we are in him, and just our

identity in him.”103 Mike, upperclassmen with limited church exposure prior to college,

described his ideal church as more of an organic community. Mike said, “I would love to view

my neighborhood as the church. And people around me so that when we would gather, like

whether it’s to worship God with our singing and through the teaching of the word, we would

also gather in terms of acting as the Lord would in terms of providing needs to like another

community member or another community that we have on our heart.”104

While community was understood by both Mike and Katie as a means through which

needs are met, Kelly, a freshman from Minnesota, describes the importance of community in

terms of feeling welcome. She says that the ideal church has people that are “just being very

welcoming when you come in and not caring if you’re like a believer or not a believer or even if

you don’t like church, just being very welcoming, just being real and not throwing Christianity in

your face.”105

Amy, a French and Creative Writing double major, echoed Kelly’s comments in saying

“My ideal church would be one with really great community, where no one felt excluded or that

they didn’t belong.”106 Tim, who didn’t become a Christian until shortly before he started

college, mentioned a unique idea regarding community in saying, “My ideal church would be in

a basement of someone’s house and have no signage on the front or anything. It goes back to

churches when Jesus was around, the ekklesia, the body, the group of people rather than a

                                                  
103 “Hannah,” interview by author, 23 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
104 “Mike,” interview by author, 14 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
105 “Kelly,” interview by author, 21 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
106 “Amy,” interview by author, 15 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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building.”107 These two views appear to be very much aligned with priorities put forth in the

emerging church movement, especially Tim’s comment about returning to churches as they were

in the first century. The movement claims that the current postmodern generation must connect

with a form of church deemed “ancient-future” that reintegrates ancient practice into a

contemporary context. These practices will engage individuals with the greater narrative of

church history, will transcend all denominational categories, and answers the postmodern desire

for authenticity. Tim qualifies his view in saying “I want take the 20th century church and the

15th century model into the 21st century back to the 1st century model…take this 20th century

church that we’ve been living in that’s been in the same models for 500 years now back to when

they started building buildings for churches, and put it back to 1st century when Jesus was

walking around, and put it to where he would just go and didn’t have a building that he would go

to but he would go to people.”108

 The desire for authenticity is prevalent in this statement. In saying that he wants to go

back to the 15th century to fix the model that relies on church buildings and services that has

continued into the present era, he is making reference to the lack of need for pretty buildings or

well put together gatherings. In desiring to take the church back to the 1st century, it appears Tim

is saying that the way the early church functioned in poverty, while undergoing intense

persecution, and spreading the story of Christ through interpersonal conversations is an

orientation that the contemporary church should emulate in their own faith. However, though his

particular comment strongly reflects the claims of the emerging church movement, the main

focus on community amidst the majority of responses demonstrates a measure of accuracy

amidst proponents of the movement in assessing important factors for postmoderns.

                                                  
107 “Tim,” interview by author, 25 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
108 Ibid.
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Most interesting to note is that in response to this question, only two students out of the

fifteen interviewed remarked at all about the need for clear statement of faith or theology that

coincided with their beliefs. Jake starts his answer with “I guess I’d say, it hold a very well-

defined set of beliefs, it’s orthodox, in many ways, in belief,”109 before expanding his answer to

include styles of preaching or functions of community. Adam, on the other hand, describes his

church and ends his answer with “It’d have to preach the right theological doctrines that I

believe.”110 Considering the amount of controversy over the legitimacy of teachings and the

perceived attack on doctrine by the emerging church, this is very interesting to observe. For

traditionalist, the defense of truth is an important element of focus in response to this new

movement, yet the majority of students that were interviewed did not specifically highlight the

importance of doctrine. Though that same majority stressed the importance of Biblical teaching

or specifically stated their understanding of the atonement for sinners, they did not appear totally

concerned with whether or not they held to specific boundaries. Aside from the specifications

made by Adam and Jake, it seems that this generation is in agreement with many in the emerging

church movement that there are certain foundational beliefs or creeds to hold fast to and

otherwise it can be individually discerned.

Understanding Theology and Biblical Interpretation:

Another question to look at for analysis is “Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do

you believe about them?” The purpose for asking this question was to establish students’

orientation towards the notion of God’s judgment, the experience of non-Christians, and their

personal attachment to the two. The range of answers was incredibly wide and appeared to have

something to do with exposure to the church, as well as the length of time they had professed

                                                  
109 “Jake,” interview by author, 30 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
110 “Adam,” interview by author, 21 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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being a Christian. Both Tim and Josh, who became Christians within the last three years, were

less certain about heaven and hell. They both associated heaven with goodness and hell as being

bad, but Tim’s response was “I’m really thinking about that but I’m not sure. I know it talks

about that in the Bible, but at the same time, I just don’t, I guess I’m really logical about this

stuff and I don’t understand how that can happen. Like I don’t know how you or your soul or

your spirit or something can go somewhere else after you’ve already been dead.”111 His doubt

seemed expressive of claims made by the emerging church movement about postmoderns'

orientation to hell.

Without a clear assuredness of an afterlife, the idea of hell did not cause people to desire to

become Christians, unlike in the modern period. In postmodernism, since relativism is the norm,

Tim’s response indicates the theme of insecurity in terms of understanding that the end could

mean different things for different people. Josh was more explicit in how he perceived heaven,

but was very cautious about how he discussed hell. His answer was “Honestly I don’t really

know what I believe about hell. I’ve never really been educated, and I’ve never really looked

through the Bible to find any Scripture about it. What comes to mind is the kind of stereotypical,

fire and brimstone and all sorts of bad stuff… I just know I don’t really particularly want to go

there… when I think of heaven is just the stereotypical like clouds and angels flying around and

stuff, but no I think heaven, and where I hope I go spend eternity, is a place where I can sing

God’s praise for the rest of my existence.”112 Another newer Christian, Jenny, was very aware of

implication associated with heaven and hell, saying “Yeah I believe in heaven and hell. It’s hard

because my parents aren’t Christian and a lot of my friends aren’t too, so I don’t want to say

believers go to heaven and non-believers go to hell because that’s sad. But I think that if you

                                                  
111 “Tim,” interview by author, 25 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
112 “Josh,” interview by author, 27 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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follow Christ you’ll definitely end up in heaven… I don’t know, I think that they’re definitely

real but it’s hard for me personally to define who goes where.”113 That particular attitude is

implicative of the emerging church and a source of frustration for traditionalists. They fear that

with no firm foundation of who is in and who is out, any struggle with hell or perceived need to

be saved from it is removed.

The claim by the emerging church movement is that hell is not the main issue, but instead

comprehending Jesus’ message of the Kingdom of God as a mode for living. However,

throughout the majority of the interviews with those that have identified as Christian for longer

than a few years, they were very clear about what they believed. Jake said very explicitly: “Hell

is for everyone that is not a believer in Jesus Christ and it’s a place of eternal wrath and torment.

And we don’t like to talk about it because it’s not nice, but it’s something that vitally important

to maintaining an integrity and an understanding of God’s character. It’s nothing more than God

being just, God being holy, being completely one with who he is. I deserve hell as much as the

murderer that’s in jail right now, but by God’s grace, Jesus took my place in that, in God’s wrath,

and he suffered it for me. I don’t know why he did, but he did and so the hell, the punishment,

the wrath for eternity that I deserve was poured out on Jesus and now I have legal standing as a

justified man before God, because the price has been paid.”114 Though emergents may identify

this as a thoroughly modern way of describing salvation or redemption, the majority of responses

included some form of this claim.

Evangelism:

Considering one of the main arenas of concern for emerging church proponents lies within

strategies for evangelism, it was important to include a question about it in the interviews.

                                                  
113 “Jenny,” interview by author, 20 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
114 “Jake,” interview by author, 30 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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Spencer Burke writes, “The warrior metaphor has permeated the Christian subculture,

particularly our approach to evangelism…[but] Jesus seems to be more partial to farmers,

shepherds, and fishermen.”115 Noticing the dichotomy brought up by Burke’s comment in how

evangelism is approached led into asking the question: “What metaphor do you think best

represents the role of a Christian: warrior or gardener?” Despite Burke’s claim that the warrior

metaphor has greatly influenced conceptualizing evangelism, the results were decidedly split and

the majority of people addressed a need for both. Kelly, a freshman originally from Minnesota,

remarked “I think a gardener because I feel like we’re supposed to spread God’s love and we’re

supposed to invite as many people as we can up to eternity with God… yeah we are warriors to

fight the sin that comes in our life, but I feel like we’re more gardeners in the way we’re

supposed to spread love.”116 This answer is implicative of many other students’ responses.

Those that utilized the metaphor of both warrior and gardener generally referred to them as

either outward or inward orientations. Jenny, another freshman, explains her understanding of

the metaphor in terms of personal experience. “I think as a Christian there are times when our

gardens are not growing and they die and there’s always time for a rebirth and a re-growing. And

there’s definitely periods where we go through droughts and times of great rain.”117 The majority

opinion is represented in both Josh and Amy’s responses. Josh replied, “I think the role of a

Christian is a little bit of both. As a gardener you’re supposed to cultivate spiritual fruit, and

make sure things that you’re doing are producing spiritual fruit. What I mean by that is that the

things that you’re doing are glorifying God, things that are for the good of the kingdom, and

through that you’re doing that to serve the lord. But I also think being a warrior is being

important, because if all Christians are a bunch of pansies, that doesn’t do anybody any good. So

                                                  
115 Spencer  Burke, Making Sense of Church, 144-145.
116 “Kelly,” interview by author, 21 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
117 “Jenny,” interview by author, 20 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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I think there needs to be a balance,”118 while Amy’s answer was “I think there needs to be a little

bit of both. I think that there is a definitely a gardener to cultivate, and to be gentle and kind, but

a warrior to stand up for the truth.”119 These responses denote two main aspects – first that these

students identify the role of a Christian as a multi-faceted phenomenon, and there is something to

their faith that is considered truth and worth standing for. The main word that was linked to the

warrior metaphor was that idea of truth.

It appears that in some ways the emerging church’s claims about ecclesiology and how

truth is no longer palatable as understood through propositional claims may be inaccurate. Mike

takes it a step further in saying “I think a Christian needs to be both, but the metaphor that

represents I would definitely say a warrior. Well, I would say a warrior because I feel like

there’d be nothing to garden if we didn’t have to spiritually fight for souls.”120 (While that

represents a fairly modernized view, Megan also claims the role of a Christian is to be a warrior

for much different reasons. She answered, “Like I feel like it’s interesting how much of being a

Christian is kind of like a battle, like fighting so much of my own human flesh and desires or

fighting against the tendencies of this world and this culture. So I feel like, in order for me to be

a good Christian or to be someone who is following and seeking hard after God, I need to fight

for it more than I need to tend flowers.”121 This particular comment denotes the inward

orientation describe by the metaphor. If Christians perceive themselves to be at war within

themselves, it seems natural that there would be an outward demonstration of that as they interact

with their environment.

The other end of the coin for Thomas is that both are representative of how you evangelize

                                                  
118 “Josh,” interview by author, 27 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
119 “Amy,” interview by author, 15 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
120 “Mike,” interview by author, 14 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
121 “Megan,” interview by author, 19 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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to people. His reply was “[I think a] warrior in the fact that you’re fighting for your faith, your

fighting for other peoples’ lives in that you’re sharing with people, and it’s like a battle. But a

gardener in the sense that you have to be loving about it, about sharing your faith and not so

much attacking people.”122 This is very similar to what is being put forth as effective dispositions

for evangelism by the emerging church. They claim that as people come into contact with the

message of Jesus, that Christians must be there to nurture and grow together as each individual

walks in their own story. They take this approach according to what they claim to be the real

meaning of Jesus’ message, which is the coming of the Kingdom of God. By enacting the

gardener metaphor instead of the warrior, Christians are able to nurture not only souls, but also

communities and the earth itself, as they interpret Jesus to have done. Tim hits this idea right on

the head in saying “You see Jesus be a gardener, I’d say a gardener when he’s like gentle and

building up peoples’ faith, like when he cares for the lepers and the marginalized people, but at

the same time, he was intense” (personal interview). The view of Jesus that Tim describes is very

parallel to what the emerging church portrays in how they seek to reform approaches to

evangelism. Their understanding of the dichotomy between modern and postmodern styles of

outreach is “Modern evangelism is concerned with success; postmodern evangelism is concerned

with process.”123

The desire for progress is definitely apparent in the students’ responses, but a willingness

to surrender to that hope to God is also prevalent. Adam depicts this concretely in saying “The

metaphor of gardening for Christianity is…so a gardener has his goal to see things grow and he

knows the steps he needs to take to see that happen. But ultimately it happening is not a physical

result of anything he did, it happened outside of his control, and he just pushed it that way. I

                                                  
122 “Thomas,” interview by author, 27 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
123 Burke, “The Emerging Church and Incarnational Theology,” 150.
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think that’s a better metaphor because a Christian learns God’s will, he learns what’s on his heart

and therefore desires to see those things come to fruition in life. So he takes steps to do that, such

as evangelizing to other people or just loving other people, serving them. But any fruit that

comes from his actions can’t come from his actions because it has to come from God moving in

the other person’s heart to see God through that Christian… it’s your response to God’s leadings

and God’s promptings that dictate the fruit that comes out of your life.”124

Background Influences:

The final question for analysis is a simple attempt to gauge the influences enacting on these

students. Considering the reach of the emerging church is in conversation, centered often online

via blogging and through published books. The question “Have you read many Christian books?

What are some titles or authors that have been influential to your faith?” allows a glimpse into

the opinions and theologies that are formative to these Christians’ conceptualizations of their

faith and theological positions.

The notable titles and authors mentioned by multiple people were Crazy Love by Francis

Chan, Captivating by John and Stasi Eldridge, Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller, Sex God and

Velvet Elvis by Rob Bell, and C.S. Lewis. While the total list of authors comprises of a very

wide range, it appears there is definitely an emphasis on more contemporary authors by the

majority of respondents. Most surprising about responses to these questions is that the most

noteworthy authors that comprise the forefront of the emerging church conversation were not

included in these lists. Names like Brian McLaren, Robert Webber, Doug Pagitt, and Spencer

Burke were not mentioned at all. However, members of the emerging conversation such as

Donald Miller, Rob Bell, and Mark Driscoll were mentioned. Though perhaps the main speakers

have not been an influential on a proximate level, there is definitely a measure of emerging
                                                  
124 “Adam,” interview by author, 21 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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church influence that has reached the students that were interviewed.

As evidenced in many of their answers to many of the questions, the claims about needed

authenticity in the church and the primacy of relationships are aligned with the emerging church

position, and are put forth in Rob Bell and Donald Miller’s books. Also not surprising is the

amount of emphasis respondents put on the life of Jesus, either as the message of the gospel or as

an example to emulate. The postmodern experience leads Christians to place way more focus

upon the person and life of Jesus, according the emerging church movement. Instead of an

individual experience of salvation, this focus allows a more open view of the perceived will of

God in today’s world.

While elements of the movement’s claims did not appear supported, the majority opinion

amidst those being interviewed appeared to align with the issue of negotiating meaning and

authenticity in the emerging church. It appears that the exposure of these students to these claims

are either occurring through the movement’s influence on college-style ministry, the books they

are reading, or the ongoing conversations about progress in the church occurring within

postmodern communities.

Also notable was the additional influence of classic writers such as C. S. Lewis and A. W.

Tozer. The mention of these authors demonstrates a desire amidst these respondents for a

classically driven faith that transcends eras and for exposure to truth that withstands for

generations. Amy responded “I think that they’re [Christian books] really great because they

make certain ideas more clear, especially ones that I’m struggling with. And the more

contemporary ones seem to be really criticizing things that have been accepted for a long

time.”125

Unlike the emerging church supposes, it also appears that these students are much more
                                                  
125 “Amy,” interview by author, 15 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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hungry for an individual experience of God in the context of relationship that is then

strengthened through the various approaches put forth by the movement. As demonstrated by a

wide range of references to Francis Chan, specifically his book Crazy Love, it appears that

students are much more concerned with having a faith that is passionate and engaging them in

change for the better, either on a global or personal level. Overall, it seems the trend amidst

students is a hunger and desire to learn more in order to apply it to their own Christian walks,

and the works that put Jesus into prominent focus appear to be most popular. In the words of

Jake, a senior English major, “I’ve relied heavily on Christian books, on commentaries, trusting

that these men have been given more knowledge, more understanding than what I have, and not

just going on my own interpretation, but going on them who have gone before me. Standing on

the shoulders of giants that I can see farther.”126

The findings from these interviews in many way support claims being made by emerging

church leaders. Further conclusions will be made in Chapter Six, but by addressing the actual

influence of authors and media, it became apparent that elements of the emerging church’s

critique were present within the responses of these students. Though the interview sample had

been partially exposed to emerging church theory, it was not a prominent influence for most of

the students, which means that it is something potentially inherently present in the way

postmodern Christians conceptualize their faith. But by isolating their orientations towards

evangelism, the message of the gospel, and community within the context of church, it was

possible to see that the claims of the emerging church in addressing those aspects of

evangelicalism are applicable.

                                                  
126 “Jake,” interview by author, 30 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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CHAPTER SIX

CONCLUSIONS

Through looking at claims being made by the emerging church movement, opposition

from conservative evangelicals, and analyzing the responses of fifteen college-aged Christians, it

appears that there are some distinct correlations. Through looking at these students’ orientations

to theology, Biblical interpretation, evangelism, and community, it became apparent that the

emerging church conversation is discussing the same elements that were addressed in each

interview. My argument that the majority of the claims of the emerging church movement will

prominently figure in how these students choose to enact their Christian faith was found to be

viable.

However, it appears that the actual amount of influence that the movement has made on

these fifteen particular individuals is limited. The majority of participants did not reference many

emerging church voices, except for Rob Bell and Donald Miller. They also listed influential

names such as R.C. Sproul or N.T. Wright, who belong among the conservative evangelical

opposition. With such a wide range of influential voices, it appears that the comments and views

that each student held are coming from more than simply exposure to contemporary teachers.

Amidst the majority of the interviews, the claim that above all “God is love” or that “God

is loving” was a prominent fixture. It appears there is a development in conceptualizing Christian

faith for these students that promotes a relational interaction with their supernatural God. It is

unclear whether or not this theme can be attributed to postmodernism, but it does point to

implications about where the emphasis of faith is amidst postmodern Christians.
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Not only does the association of the Christian God with love have implications for

personal faith, it also effects these students’ orientations towards other people. An example of

this is found in Thomas’ statement: “I think it’s about being real with people and showing

love.”127 If the orientation of postmoderns is towards authenticity and loving others, then the

outcome of this trend will effect a substantial change in the church. It is possible to theorize that

the more negative views of Christians may diminish if they live transparently and care for

people. Josh phrased it as “leading by example.”128 In the eyes of these students, unlike the

perceived condemnation or judging attitudes experienced by people today, if Christians were to

act “like Jesus,”129 those views would change. This relates to the emergent focus on the gospel

being a message of hope for redemption for the world, but also transcends that claim in terms of

individual agency.

The main themes located within the emerging church movement’s claims that were

echoed within interview responses had to do with authenticity and prioritization of relationships.

Considering the emerging church definition of a necessary community in Chapter Three, they

claim that communities need to be willing “to actually engage with humanity and grapple with

the real issues that arise from that context,”130 and are a location in which people can feel free to

be imperfect. Throughout numerous responses referring to people being able to “come as they

are,” a desire for authenticity is demonstrated. It appears that college-aged students are frustrated

with the perceived falsity within self-presentation, and many of the participants articulated a

desire to be “broken” and able to talk about real, deep things within a community without

                                                  
127 “Thomas,” interview by author, 27 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
128 “Josh,” interview by author, 27 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
129 Ibid.
130 Deborah Loyd and Ken Loyd, “Our Report Card in the Year 2057: A Reflection on Women’s Rights, Poverty,
and Oppression,” in An Emergent Manifesto, ed. Doug Pagitt and Tony Jones (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books,
2007), 276.



70

needing to pretend that the difficulties of life are not affecting them. They expressed a feeling of

pressure to represent themselves as faultless Christians, and spoke of the need for transparency

instead of putting on a façade of perfection in relationships with other people. Authenticity, as

defined similarly by both the emerging church and these students, is experienced within the

context of community and is a fundamental part of a Christian’s faith.

Another element to the notion of community is the relational nature of postmodern

people. Multiple questions referenced relational dynamics either between Christians or with

Christians and non-Christians. Students emphasized a need for relationship and communicating

within the context of friendship over “preaching at people.” Through referencing different

encounters that they had experienced of people speaking about faith outside of the context of a

relationship, participants expressed that even as Christians, that approach to evangelism has been

“a big turn off.”131 The focus of the emerging church upon evangelism in the context of

relationship appears to be highly supported by these students’ responses. The focus is not on

what individuals believe but instead looking at who they are as a valuable part of God’s creation.

In summary, the main claims made by the emerging church movement that were

confirmed by themes that emerged through interviews were in regards to authenticity, nature of

community, and embodying the life of Jesus. Through isolating these students’ views on claims

made by the movement, it became apparent that community was most prominent in their desire

for church. By living out a relational faith with a loving God, these students hope to contribute

and participate in God’s larger picture for this world. Their views appear to coincide with the

revival instigated by the emerging church movement, but may also continue to evolve and

develop as they continue to grow in their faith. Though the critiques being published by the

emerging church movement itself may not have significantly influenced these students, it did
                                                  
131 “Mary,” interview by author, 24 January 2011, Boulder, tape recording, University of Colorado, Boulder.
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become obvious that the focus by these students in how they understand being Christian were

deeply tied to the claims of the movement. Though further study would be necessary to gauge

the true implications of the parallels, it appears that critiques by emergents will have an effect on

the way American Christianity is understood and functions in the coming decades.



72

INTERVIEW QUESTIONS
1. Tell me about yourself.
2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service

there be like?
8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as

encouraged.” Why or why not?
12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by

God, authoritative, truth)
15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been

influential to your faith?
19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or gardener?
20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference

between the two?
21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to

say?
22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the

way that God is perceived by people today?
23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype

frequently associated with Christians?
24. Any final thoughts?
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 “Jenny” 01/20/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Well, my name is “Jenny” and I’m currently 18 years old… I love winter, sports, just like
especially because it’s cold outside, just ice-skating, skiing, I go skiing a lot. My dad works up in
Breckenridge so we’re up there quite a bit of the time. I’m very academically driven and I’ve
been a Christian… for probably about 4 years. So, yeah, that’s a little context.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I did not. My parents are not Christians, so it’s kind of something that has just come about on its
own. I started attending Fishy for middle school kids and that was kind of like a social thing, and
I would always feel uncomfortable when they would start singing and stuff. So I would go
occasionally for social, and there’d be cute boys and that kind of thing. And then I was invited to
Club when I was a freshman in high school and I realized that it wasn’t just a social gathering
anymore. It was a real thing to a lot of people who were actually there, so I was convinced to go
on trips and just experience it. And more than anything, I just really liked the community, I felt it
was very inclusive and nice, so that kind of kept me coming back until I found out more about
what Christianity was. And I don’t know, it just started to become a real part of my life and I
could see the way it touched my friends and then it started to touch me. So ever since then I’ve
been a Christian and my faith has been my own and I’ve talked to my parents about it and
they’re really accepting of it, but it’s still going to be a journey, I feel like, to get them to see
fully where I’m coming from.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes, I have lots of non-Christian friends. I think that’s part of the thing with my parents, too,
they’re non-believers and so, of course, they tell me to accept all sorts of people. So I’ve really
gotten to know all sorts of people from all different religions and backgrounds and stuff like that.
I have a few best friends who aren’t Christians, but I always seek advice from my best friends
who are Christians, I feel like. So, it’s interesting, but yeah… I have an assortment of friends.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yeah, I can definitely relate to them because I guess the only thing that we’re not relating on is
faith. But I’ve talked about Christianity with a lot of my non-believer friends and they know
where I’m coming from, obviously not the full extent, but we’re able to relate about different
issues. And a lot of times they come to me for advice, even though I don’t often say, “Oh, well,
pray” or “Follow God’s path” or whatever. But they’ll come and look to advice from me. I don’t
know, they all relate to each other and that kind of thing.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
The gospel is probably just like the word of God, which is often found in the Bible. I think that’s
how I would define it. How would I describe it to friends? I would probably just say I have a
favorite Bible verse and read it or just Bible study. That kind of thing…

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do it play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
A lot of times when I talk to my non-believing friends about Christianity they say they just can’t
be sold on it because they see a lot of Christians being like, saying one thing and doing another,
like living dual lives, so it’s hard to follow something that’s so divided and hypocritical and that
kind of thing. So that’s kind of where they see it, but I don’t know. For me personally, I see a lot
of strength coming from a lot of Christians, and fellowship and that sort of thing. I feel like when
I’m with Christian friends there’s a different kind of love and understanding present in the room.
So I would say, for me, the brand is like love and community and that kind of thing,
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togetherness, fellowship, but I think for a lot of people it’s just hard for them to get on board as
they see so much division.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

Service would be short and sweet, and include more talking. I feel like I could sit there and listen
to someone preach and stuff, but for me, I get a deeper understanding when I can learn and stuff
by talking to people and hearing about their experiences, and kind of talking it out. I don’t know,
I’m more of a relational person instead of just like “Here’s the lesson, you should do A B and C
today,” and that kind of thing. So for me it’d be short and sweet but then a lot of interactive stuff
at the end. And just like preaching the life of Jesus because I think that’s the most crucial thing
about Christianity, just like understanding him and his significance to our everyday lives.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
Someone who follows Christ. And that can be in any way. I feel like Christians are supposed to
mess up and make mistakes and learn by example. But I think a good Christian is someone who,
no matter the circumstances, no matter if they’re not attending church, or if they’re in a deep
time that’s super dark in their life, that is still somewhere in their heart they know that Christ is
their savior and that the way and that’s, you know, the truth.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I feel like just to take passages from the Bible and bring them forth. Just focus on different things
and motifs from the Bible and discuss them… I don’t know. Just bringing forth the word and
sharing it in a different light or perspective.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
To teach those things and just tell stories about the Bible. I don’t know, enlighten the audience
with what has been presented with us in the Bible.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Oh I agree with that. I think that it’s important to encourage people. When preaching, instead of
just “Don’t do this, don’t do that,” I would definitely say it’s important to uplift them and say,
you know, like “We’re all in this together, you’re doing everything right, you’re trying.” Just
phrasing like their strengths and working on their weaknesses. But I definitely think it’s
important to encourage people in order to keep them motivated and excited about something.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think one definite way for me to worship is through music and song. When I go to college
ministry, that’s just a great way to really connect and let loose and focus on just your connection
between you and God. So that’s one major way, and also just spending time in nature and just
taking care of your body, and thinking of God when you are just studying. Just constantly doing
things that you think God would appreciate and look down upon and say “That’s a job well
done” or something.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I have no idea. I don’t know what to define that as.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yeah I do. I think that’s part of being a Christian, like believing that our book is totally true. I
mean, I think all people have different opinions on it, but personally I believe there’s a lot of
truth within it and it’s important to believe it’s all true.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
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Yeah I believe in heaven and hell. It’s hard because my parents aren’t Christian and a lot of my
friends aren’t too, so I don’t want to say believers go to heaven and non-believers go to hell
because that’s sad. But I think that if you follow Christ you’ll definitely end up in heaven. And
even if you don’t accept him until your last day on earth and then you die and you’ve killed a
million people and been a horrible person all your life, I feel like you can still be in heaven. I
don’t know, I think that they’re definitely real but it’s hard for me personally to define who goes
where.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Definitely. They all kind of relate back, especially Jews and that whole thing. But it’s interesting
to hear other people talk about their religions, and I think that there’s definitely a lot of
underlying truths between different religions like love and acceptance and that kind of thing.
There are just universal themes that are often found in different religions.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Experiencing God. Just because I didn’t grow up reading the Bible and I’m still really unfamiliar
with many Bible stories and things. Every time I read Scripture I feel like I’m assigned it by a
Bible study, but not in a bad way, I like reading it. But it’s just like I need someone to kind of
help me find a place to start. So I feel like experiencing God has definitely been a different way
for me to connect that’s been good.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I read parts of Captivating and parts of The Shack. So those have been the two big ones that have
been cool. I really like Captivating just because I read it while I was kind of at the tail end of a
relationship so it brought my self worth up to the surface, and I realized what I was living for and
what I was looking for in a relationship. So that just kind of helped me define who I was. And I
think The Shack is cool because it just portrays Christianity in a different way than I was
thinking about it as before.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I think a gardener. I don’t know why, I like it. Just maintaining different things. And I think as a
Christian there are times when our gardens are not growing and they die and there’s always time
for a rebirth and a regrowing. And there’s definitely periods where we go through droughts and
times of great rain. So I think a gardener is a perfect description, because we are constantly just
redoing our gardens.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

Hm, that’s tricky. I would say that experience and belief kind of go hand in hand. I don’t know
which I would put first because I think there’s a lot of Christians who just believe, and that’s
great and they’re way ahead of people who have experienced God but are slowly growing into it.
I don’t know, I feel like they kind of relate to each other, but I wouldn’t say that one goes before
the other though.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Hearing what they have to say, just because like I know in my head what I believe but sometimes
it’s hard to construct that in a tangible way that other people will believe. And I really don’t like
to argue, so I like to know what I believe in my head and then hear what they have to say and
then either accept that or you know, take it with a grain of salt. So I don’t know, I don’t like to
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argue about what I believe because that’s just something personal to me and I don’t want people
to knock it down or that kind of thing.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

I always start my prayers with Lord. But I like Savior. I like Jesus. I like love, divine. I don’t
know, there’s so many I feel that fit that description…No. I feel like if you’re a Christian,
definitely. But I feel like a lot of people who are non-believers who aren’t open to it see this
world full of hate, and they don’t see God as love or God as a savior or as their lord. So I don’t
know, nowadays I feel like religion is a thing you can do but is not a thing that governs your life.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Oh, that’s deep. I don’t know, I think it’s important that churches start preaching that it’s okay to
mess up. But I think that there’s certain things that Christians that can reverse the negative roles,
just like being more loving and patience. Those are just two really easy things that, I mean
they’re not easy obviously or Christianity would be viewed differently, but just remembering
those things everyday and trying to make a small difference everyday can make a huge impact in
the long run. If each Christian is trying do one act of self-service to everyone, or that kind of
thing, like once a day, and something great could change. I don’t know, that’s my suggestion.
There’s probably a lot more we could do though.

24. Any final thoughts?
No final thoughts.
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“Tim” 01/25/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

I am from Dallas originally, moved to Colorado when I was 5. I go to CU now, I am a
psychology major, a junior. What else do I need to tell you? I’m a cool guy (laughter) I work at a
car wash. Hobbies would be anything pretty much outdoors. I really like to snowboard, that’s
probably my favorite thing to do in the world. Sports are also great, I play basketball and football
as often as I can.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
No, I actually, I did go to church really at all in high school. My senior year, December of that
year, so right at the end of first semester, my friend dragged me to a youth group, pretty much
dragged me there. I had never really thought about religion before that, had never really done
anything church-related at all. And I kind of liked it, what we did there. We kind of just talked
about school and girlfriends and how to do better on your homework, stuff like that, and it was
just like, “Well alright, I can go back I guess.” It didn’t scare me off, and then I kept going every
week, every couple of weeks, all of second semester I’d say. Then June of that year, of ’08 after I
graduated, they went on a youth group camp church retreat and they invited me to go. And I was
just “Well, I have a lot of friends that go there, I could join them” and that was a 4 day week that
we went down there. And that week was just a, I had asked a whole lot of questions before it,
didn’t get many answers, but when I got there I realized it was more of a, more of like a feel
thing. I just felt it there, rather than having the head answers, I just had like that heart feeling
like, you know what I think that this is right. So that was pretty much, that was the week I would
say I became a Christian. And then but I would also say it’s been an ongoing journey of
progression. Just because I was technically a Christian that day doesn’t mean I would call myself
a Christian, because I didn’t act like it yet. But college was ups and downs, but for the most part
I’ve felt like I’ve been every day, or at least as much as I can, taking a step towards that rather
than away from it. So I would say that’s been my progression of faith.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes. I actually, 3 of my roommates out of the 4 people that live there, so me and then 3 non-
Christians live in my house. One is Jewish, one is atheist and one is just non-existent, or non-
affiliated to anything. And yeah, I don’t really see a problem with it. We went to high school
together, because I wasn’t really a Christian in high school, and then they’ve been my friends
since probably like sophomore year, freshman year of high school, so like 7 years now, so we
have a good relationship that we know each other and we’re not going to care what each other
believes. Like really I’m not going to try and say I’m not going to live with you if you’re a
Christian or not. So yes, I have non-Christian friends, in summary.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yes, I would definitely say so. I would say if I could count out all my best friends, I would say
that half of them would be Christian and half of them wouldn’t be. And I would say it’s good to
have a mixture, I feel like it keeps me balanced, it keeps me worldly and also in Christianity too,
where I’m able to say, get fed in one way, and then feed others in another way. Even if they’re
not Christian, they still need, I feel like they can still respect what I’m doing.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
That’s a tough question…The gospel, the good news? I’d say the gospel is just… boy, how do I
say it? The gospel is know that Jesus has come, he is the son of God and he has come to earth, he
died for our sins, and just knowing that he has done that and accepting it, that’s the gospel right
there. When I share it to others, I don’t present it in a Biblical way, I present it more like a story
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kind of way. Kind of like what I just said, like this is what happened, this is how I feel about it.
But I don’t, I hated it when people tried to force it down my throat because that’s how it used to
be with me and it scared me away. So now I try to do… the opposite of what they did to me, and
just try to be there for them, and say it more physical than verbal. That’s how I share it.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
You mean brand like a company? … I have a lot of, I don’t know what brand I would say
specifically, I don’t know maybe I’ll just talk it out and maybe I’ll figure something out at the
end. I have a lot of mixed feelings about what the brand is proclaiming to the culture today. I
would say there’s a lot of good things that happen with Christianity and in church today, but at
the same time I feel like churches turn a lot of people away because they do have that wall built
up. Like it’s us and them, versus it’s all of us and we just believe something differently than they
do or we have chosen to live our life differently. I feel like the big church, I wouldn’t say church
goers, but the big church is really, if you’re not on their side, you’re almost against them. I feel
like, I always felt like that when I wasn’t Christian and I would go to that church like on a
Sunday morning or something, I feel like people would look at me and wonder “why don’t you
see what we see? Like why don’t you agree with all that?” And I would just say that’s what I got
from the church when I was on the outside and now that I’m on the inside, I don’t see it as much
but I do see it a little bit. And I would say… what brand is that? I don’t know… That’s what I
would say it’s proclaiming though.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

I like this question. My ideal church would be in a basement of someone’s house and have no
signage on the front or anything. It goes back to churches when Jesus was around, the ekklesia,
the body, the group of people rather than a building. When you think of church now you think of
a building that people go to. I would say that my ideal church would be a group of people that
meet in a building whenever they feel like it, a building without doors, I mean, with doors but
without locks on them so people could go whenever they want. And they can see other people
that are there whenever they need to. They wouldn’t really have a service, they would just have, I
guess church elders or something that are able to speak truth whenever is necessary, but I
wouldn’t say like a Sunday morning service, because that gets you into the mindset church is like
you go on a Sunday morning and you listen for an hour, sing some songs, and then go back to
your life. I would rather it be something that you just go to when you need to be fed, but you also
are able to go out with those people and do whatever you guys feel led to be doing. I guess like a
church that doesn’t require membership, you can come as you are and go as you want to. You
don’t have to have any obligations, any requirements to be there. If you’re there, you’re there
and you’re apart of that church if you’re there. That’d be my ideal church.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
A good Christian… a good Christian, I’m just trying to think of the people that I picture as that,
what do they look like. Radical, I would say. They are distinctly different than everyone around
them. They know what they believe and they’re not afraid to go after that, even if it doesn’t
really agree with everyone all the time. But they know, they know what they think is right and
they are willing to do whatever, they don’t really care about what other people think, they don’t
care about what other people say about them, but they know that they’re doing the right thing.
And I think that’s all that matters, just not looking at other people but looking, I don’t know.
Looking somewhere else. Looking to, cliché would be looking to God or whatever, but I don’t
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want to be cliché about any of this.
9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)

To serve. I would say it’s to serve their church members so that the church members can go out
in the world and serve other people. Because the pastor can only do, he’s only one person, but if
you’re able to serve your, I guess, congregation, you’re able to teach them an example of how
they should be serving. And when they can see that, they’re able to go and serve the world, I
guess, the outside world.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
The purpose of a sermon? I’m trying to think of what I think and not what I know I’m supposed
to say, stuff like that. I feel like the purpose of a sermon traditionally is to teach, yeah I guess I
could see that. It’s to teach. Maybe to like spur some interest in the Bible for church members? I
feel like not as many people read it as they should. Or as much as they should. I feel like if, a
good sermon would be one that teaches you and then motivates you to learn more. Like it piques
your interest a little bit, like it gets you going, like gets the tip of the iceberg and then you just
want to figure out everything else about it. It doesn’t give you the answers but it asks the
questions that, and then gets you to answer those questions yourself. I feel like everyone’s
different and you can try to tell truth to people, but everyone needs it differently. Everyone will
figure it out in different ways, they’ll take their own paths. But if you can get them to ask the
questions of themselves, that’s what a good sermon is.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

I do agree with that. I would say the key word in that one is “preached at.” Preached at means
that you’re, I get the picture that you’re on like a soapbox and you’re talking down to them,
preaching at them not to them. I would say it’s like you don’t necessarily associate yourself with
them. If you want to be encouraged, the picture that I get in my mind is like someone with their
hands behind someone’s back like encouraging them. Encouraging them to be better, to all that
stuff rather than preaching at someone means that you almost think that you’re better than them
or that you know more than them. But I really feel like a lot of people know a lot more than I do
so why should I preach at them where they can, where I can just encourage them and we can
both learn together, I guess. I don’t have the answers so why should I preach to someone else.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
Let’s start with worship. I feel like worship is the act of glorifying God, which I feel like a
people define that and that’s probably the one I agree with most. And I would say anything
where you can glorify God is something where you’re worshiping. Things like that would be like
normal, traditional Christian things would be like going to church, singing a song. My
experience, the times where I feel closest, are when I’m going out of my comfort zone, I consider
that worship because I feel like that is when I rely on God and I really prove to myself how much
I can’t do it on my own. I feel like that’s worship, I feel like, like I said earlier snowboarding,
like I absolutely love snowboarding, I consider that to be worship because that’s just, it’s just me
and the mountain and I’m just enjoying how beautiful it is, like snow everywhere and trees
everywhere. I am completely free when I’m snowboarding and I feel like that’s what I’ve been
made to do, just things like that where I can just be off in my own world and it’s an amazing
feeling. I consider that worship because I can see God’s creation and I can share in that with him.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I was looking at that question earlier, I don’t know how to answer this. Orthodoxy, I don’t even
know what orthodoxy is. Is that like, I think orthodoxy is traditional, like being extra-traditional
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in your beliefs. I’m not really sure… I really don’t know, all I can think of is like an orthodox
Christian. My roommate’s Jewish and I think he’s talked about Orthodox Jews, but he’s reform
Jewish so I would say the difference is reform versus traditional. Going back to the original
ways.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Hm. I actually don’t know. I don’t know how I feel about that. On one side, I really want to
believe that it is, because how great would that be? Like you have something directly from God
like he breathed that thought into other people and they wrote it down, but it was him that wrote
it pretty much. But on the other time, I don’t know, because I feel like it’s done by man and you
can never truly be completely godly, I guess, as man. I feel like we’re just naturally not perfect
and that’s how we’re made. Well, not how we’re made but that’s how we are, that’s human
nature now. But I don’t know if it is or not.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
That one again, I don’t know. I’m really not sure about heaven and hell. Aw gosh, do I believe in
heaven and hell? I don’t know, I’m really thinking about that but I’m not sure. I know it talks
about that in the Bible, but at the same time, I just don’t, I guess I’m really logical about this
stuff and I don’t understand how that can happen. Like I don’t know how you or your soul or
your spirit or something can go somewhere else after you’ve already been dead. I don’t know,
that’s another question. And I’m not sure what I believe about them. I believe that heaven’s good
and hell is bad. And my friend’s dad always described heaven as a golf course where he’s
golfing with Jesus and he’s having the greatest game of his life and it’s a beautiful day and all
that. And then hell is where he’s the caddy. I’ve always thought that was funny, but yeah that’s
what I think. I don’t know.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Recently, I’ve been really interested in other religions, like I’ve been wanting to learn more
about them because, if you take a step back and disregard my beliefs like right now, I feel like
okay Christianity is a religion that has billions of followers, millions, which that’s a lot of proof
right there that something’s going right. But at the same time, other religions have so many
followers too, and I just don’t know like how do I know what exactly is truth. And I really
thought it would be interesting to learn what they think, like why do they think that they know
what is right and they think Christians are wrong, or they think Christians don’t have it
completely right like they do. So I think it would be possible, if nothing else, you further your
own beliefs in Christianity. You can learn more about God just by disproving others, other
beliefs. If you are able to experience other religions and learn more about them, you can learn
more about yourself, I guess, too.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Experiencing. Like I kind of talked about earlier, when I became a Christian, I had heard
Scripture before, like I wasn’t, I didn’t have a Bible, I wasn’t into all that stuff, but I had been to
church and had heard messages. Other people had shown me their favorite verses, what they
meant to them and all that stuff, but at the same time I think the night where I finally just like let
everything go was just purely emotional. It was just like a huge adrenaline rush and that was
because I experienced God for the first time. I wouldn’t say I had ever done it before although I
had heard plenty of things earlier. And yeah, experiencing by far, by far is more foundational.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?
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Okay, I’ve read quite a few. I’d say my favorite ones are Crazy Love Francis Chan… I really
liked Blue Like Jazz Donald Miller… Under the Overpass was probably my favorite one, Mike
Yankowski. That book, yeah that’s my favorite one… That one just because he just left
everything behind and followed God, which I think is so hard to do. I would love to have that
kind of faith but I don’t know if I do right now, and I’m afraid to test it in case I fall flat on my
face. But that one was just amazing because I got to see an insider’s look to how some of the
most marginalized people in the world live. Like homeless people that no one really cares about
that much. Which I have a deep passion for homeless people so it was really cool to just read
about that too, but at the same time that kind of faith just floored me. But yeah, that’d kind of be
my most influential one.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

Warrior. I would say warrior because you’re not supposed to be, you’re not called to be passive,
even though a lot of people, I would say you see gardener a lot more than warrior. But it should
be warrior a lot more than gardener, especially as a man. I feel like you’re supposed to be a man
of God and God was, is very caring and loving to people that have a heart to listen to him, but at
the same time he caused so many, what was it, like seven plagues or something, gosh, see I don’t
know any of these facts. But just, gosh who would do that? I think that that’s ridiculous that
because people didn’t want to listen to him, that he would cause so much destruction. I think that
that’s completely warrior attitude and I don’t know, I thought that was pretty amazing. Just stuff
like that. And you see Jesus be a gardener, I’d say a gardener when he’s like gentle and building
up peoples’ faith, like when he cares for the lepers and the marginalized people, but at the same
time, he was intense. I would never call him, what words do people normally call Jesus… what
do I hear mostly? Oh, like sensitive and nice and caring, but I think the biggest word would be
intense. Intensely powerful. He just knows what he wants and goes after it, whether that be being
nice to someone or being ridiculous and telling them how wrong they are.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I kind of, I said earlier I’m a really logical person, so I would definitely take experience over
belief more, because experience like I have that concrete experience and I can take from that.
Whereas belief, it’s like, I feel like that’s very shifty, like you could believe it one day or you
could believe it another day, but sometimes you don’t, because it’s just really back and forth. Id
don’t know, that’s how I am with belief. I don’t think it’s very concrete.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Hearing what they have to say. I hate, like I hate it when people tell me what they believe and
expect me to hop on board with that. I really like hearing what other people have to say, because
I picture myself as really open-minded, kind of like earlier when you asked about experiencing
God in other religions, I feel like I don’t know, I feel like I’m different from most people. Like I
don’t shut the door when I hear them talking about Judaism or Buddhism, I actually really,
what’s the word, I really, I almost welcome it. I like hearing about all other… I like hearing
about those other beliefs and all that stuff. And I’d rather, I’m trying to think of a metaphor. It’s
just like I only have so much inside of me that I know and believe, so how ignorant is that to feel
like all of what I have in me right now is right and that’s all I need. Whereas what other people
have to say, even if I don’t agree with it I can probably learn from it and build what I have in me,
rather than just pour myself out continually and then I’m left with like nothing really.
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22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

…Well, everyone always says the three Os, omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent…
Enigmatic, that means puzzling right? Because the phrase “blows my mind.” Um,
incomprehensible, because I feel like it’s almost an insult to God to sum him up in a few words
or phrases because I don’t even have the words to describe that, I don’t have, yeah. He’s just like
so much bigger than anything else, that I feel like there’s no way that I can ever describe him.
That could be a phrase, indescribable…Uh no, I would say a lot of people put him in a box. And
they’re like, “yeah I’ll use God when I need him” but they don’t really understand how just
mind-blowing he is. Gosh, I don’t think you can fit him in a box, like why, but a lot of people
think they can. They can describe him, but I don’t think it’s possible. I’m human, he’s God. I’ll
keep it at that relationship, I’m not going to try and pretend to be God, I’ll mess up.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Welcoming. Just, if Christians were welcoming.  I’ve noticed in my experiences that I have a lot
of Christian friends and a lot of non-Christian friends and for the most part, my non-Christian
friends are more welcoming to me regardless of what I believe. Just because they don’t really
have that to rely on, they don’t really care about religion, or if they do they don’t really act on
that. I feel like Christians, when I meet a lot of Christians, they want to know, “Oh are you
saved?” or “are you, what church are you involved in?” They really have a lot of, like a checklist
they have to go through to figure out if I’m a true Christian or not. Or like if I believe what they
believe. And I think that if Christians were just more welcoming, if they didn’t care about all that
stuff, if they just took people in as they are, then that would really make it a whole lot easier for a
lot of people to get past those boundaries. Because I think, for a non-believer, just going to a
church once is like a big step for them, and a lot of times I feel like they get turned away
because, not physically turned away, but they get turned away because people are so, they’re just
heart set in their beliefs. I don’t know, I’m kind of rambling… Just like, if someone was
welcoming in a church and they truly cared about you and not what you believed in, I think that
would really make a big difference in reducing the stereotypes.

24. Any final thoughts?
..I was going to go back to the ideal church. I know I already said a lot about that, but I feel like
the ideal church would focus more on…would be very similar to how Jesus was like. I had a
friend, he always says…I want take the 20th century church and the 15th century model into the
21st century back to the 1st century model. What he always meant by that is that he wants to take
this 20th century church that we’ve been living in that’s been in the same models for 500 years
now back to when they started building buildings for churches, and put it back to 1st century
when Jesus was walking around, and put it to where he would just go and didn’t have a building
that he would go to but he would go to people. Yeah I feel like if a church could do that, I don’t
know how you could go wrong. Jesus did it, I think just love people as they are and then meet
them on their turf, not bring them into your walls so you can preach to them, but go see what
they have to say and then talk to them. And don’t have an agenda. Yeah I think those are all my
checklists for my ideal church…
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“Josh” 01/27/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Well, I’m 19 years old, I was born in Arvada, Colorado. I never went to church growing up and
didn’t really start going to church until I came to college and started coming to the Annex. And I
just loved the people there, loved the ideas that the pastor Bill was talking about, and some of the
beliefs that they had. I really agreed with a lot of them. So now I’m a double major at the
University of Colorado, I play rugby and I’m a Fishy (middle school ministry) leader.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
My journey of faith, okay, so let’s see, it’s fairly short. It started my freshman year of college,
started going to the Annex but was still living the life of a Tuesday Christian. I’d go to church
and look like a decent Christian on Tuesday and then Thursday, Friday Saturday I was out
drinking and partying with my teammates. And it wasn’t until one night, I got really drunk, my
teammates carried me back to my room, and I just hit my knees and was like, “You know, God, I
don’t really even know if you exist or not, but I need help. Because I’m so miserable and it’s not
just because I’m drunk. I feel like I’m wasting my life, and I don’t know why I’m here or what
I’m supposed to be doing, and I just really need your help.” This is at like 3 in the morning, and
like 2 minutes later my friend Jake picks up the phone and calls me and goes, “Hey man, I don’t
know why, but I just felt like somebody shook me awake and I felt like I needed to call you. Is
everything alright?” And I was just, “no!” and just started bawling. I can’t believe after all the
crap that I’ve done and all the ways that I’ve tried to convince people that God doesn’t exist, and
tried to convince myself that God can’t exist, he still answer my prayer and still loves me and
cares about me enough to pull me out of the hole I’m sitting in. So ever since then, I’ve been a
Christian, I accepted Christ 2 weeks later at the Annex. And I’ve been heavily involved in it ever
since then.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yeah, I have a lot of non-Christian friends. All my old teammates from baseball, all except for
one are all non-Christian. Most of my teammates from rugby right now. And then a lot of my old
teammates from crew. And then a lot of kids that I meet in class. I’m fairly social, so I meet a lot
of people that aren’t Christian. Yeah, I have a good mix.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yeah. I guess, because a lot of things that college students do, we all struggle with a lot of the
same things regardless of what we believe. You know, classes, professors that don’t like us for
some reason or another, you know, just sports, the opposite sex. We all struggle with basically
the same thing, and since I used to have to deal with those things in ways that didn’t involve my
faith, because at one point I didn’t have faith, it’s easier for me to relate to them. It also helps for
me to sneak my faith in there a little bit, like not be overly boastful or really shove it on them,
but just say like “This is how I get by” and just kind of, yeah, relate to them in that way, I guess.
Because I know a lot of what they’re going through because I’m going through it myself.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
So when I talk about the gospel, I mostly talk about, you know, the miracles that Christ
performed in my life. The way that he just kind of answered that first prayer and I look back and
there have been, you know, one example would be a motocross accident that I had when I was
young. Two nights before that my dad had a dream that I was going to get into a really bad
accident, and so he went out and bought me a neck brace, and the neck brace ended up saving
my life two days later. Just stuff like that, I just can’t deny that it’s God. And so I tell them stuff
like that. Like you know, I am a physics major and even though I’m only in my second year of
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doing it, I can still sit down and say, “Look, I’ve talked to a Nobel Prize winning physicist about
some of this stuff and it’s like there are certain things that physics can just not explain, or
chemistry, biology, and that’s how I believe in God.” That’s kind of how I share with people,
because I think Scripture is good and talking about Scripture is always helpful. And whenever
you can bring in Scripture to a conversation and say like this isn’t something that I say or have
felt, but this is written, I think that’s very valuable and I try to do that when I can. For the most
part for me it’s just sharing experiences that I’ve had, because I feel like when people are
struggling with things, it’s easier for me to relate to those things, because it’s like, “Oh yeah I
used to struggle with those things too but this is what happened to me.” So that’s how I attempt
to spread the gospel.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I think there are two parts. There’s the part, or there’s the side of like, I know the Christians that
genuinely love God and, or wait let’s start with the other one. There are the guys that like make
the signs and stand out in the Norlin Quad or at the UMC fountain and condemn the crap out of
people, like repent now or you’re going to hell, and like I honestly don’t know what brand that
would be, but not one people would like very well. Because you know, there is value in that and
that’s the extreme version of the truth, because essentially it is true, but the way that they’re
going about it scares people away from Christianity and doesn’t draw them in. Saying “You’re
an awful person, repent now or go to hell” is necessarily what you want to hear at 8 AM. It’s
like, “Oh, great, thanks, screw you I’m going to class. Never talk to me again,” and I feel like
that puts a bad taste in a lot of peoples’ mouths when they think about Christianity. But then
there’s also the side of, you know I feel like a lot of people at the Annex, or more people at
college ministries where it’s like, a lot of people that I know and look up to in that ministry the
kind of Christianity that they’re spreading is one that has to do with leading by example. Which
honestly I think is the most powerful way of showing what your faith means, and what it can do
for you and what it can do for others. I feel like that’s a lot better way to approach it because
you’re not force feeding it to them, you’re not saying you have to believe this or you’re going to
hell, it’s like “This is what works for me and I am so much better off as a person, I’m so much
happier, I’m so much more content because of this and you can choose to believe it or not. And
if you want to, if you have questions, I’d be more than happy to answer them and help you walk
through that.” But I don’t know, I just think force-feeding is stupid and doesn’t work in a lot of
cases.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

… I think the one thing that I really enjoy about the Annex now that I’ve grown a lot in my faith
is the worship. I love the worship there and I just, it’s really easy for me to connect with that and
I love a lot of the talks that Bill gives because there are some that are fairly convicting. If I could
design a church that was geared solely towards myself, I would like, it’d be awesome if every
message was, you know, fairly convicting. Because I love that feeling of “Oh, okay, I need to go
back to the drawing board and rewrite that because I’m sucking in that area.” I love reforming
myself and making changes because I feel like that’s really productive and helpful. One thing I
wish they would talk about more in the Annex, because overall I love the Annex, but I think they
could talk about Satan more and they could talk about the Holy Spirit more. Those are two
aspects of Christianity that are huge parts of Christianity, but they’re just not talked about as
much. Satan because its like, oh I don’t want to talk about that, like in Harry Potter, He-who-
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must-not-be-named, let’s stay away from that. It’s just kind of like a taboo, I guess. And for a lot
of newer Christians that’s not the best thing to talk about so I understand why they don’t talk
about it as much. And kind of the same with the Holy Spirit. It’s kind of weird to talk about, or at
least as far as newer Christians are concerned, but I think that, you know something I read in
Forgotten God by Francis Chan is that people that have grown up without reading the Bible and
going to any church services have much higher expectations of the Holy Spirit than people who
have grown up going to church. And I think that if the Holy Spirit was a more prevalent part of
church services, it would be a lot more widely taken advantage of or used in some way. But I
don’t know I guess. So my ideal church would be the Annex worship and the convicting talks,
but more frequently, and just more awareness of the Spirit itself.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
That is such a loaded question. Alright, you know it’s easy to say that a good Christian is
someone who like never sins, it’s just like I’ll never drink alcohol. And I mean, I don’t drink
now, but I think a good Christian is someone who does their best to stay away from sin. Because
everyone sins, and you’re going to fall in a hole eventually, sooner or later, and whether you
think you are you’re going to fall in a hole. I think a good Christian is someone who understands
the truth and loves Christ with all their heart. And lives every day to glorify God, and accepts
that they make mistakes and, you know, repents those, because repentance is important. And just
does their best to love a godly life. What I mean by that is that they live everyday in order to
glorify God, that they serve God and would willingly give up any possession or any location that
they’re at to serve God better. So that’s what I think a good Christian looks like.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I guess in my life, the role that they’re played is that they’re a lot more mature, both as men and
in their walk with Christ than I am, they have a lot more wisdom than I do. So when I’m sitting
there going “What on earth does this mean? Or how am I going to get through this? This seems
like the worst thing ever, how am I going to get through this?” I think that their job is to help
newer Christians accept Christ, and to talk to those people who don’t really know God that are in
their church service or something like that, just to make the message easy to understand, but also
truthful. I also think another big role is just fellowship, and helping walk through just the day to
day lives of people in their ministry. And things that they’re struggling with, and just saying, you
know, this is what I’ve found to be true, this is what the Bible says, and I’ll pray for you. So I
don’t know…

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
… I think the purpose of a sermon is and should always be to convey the gospel, and to give
people a better understanding not only of the sacrifice that Christ made for us but also what an
amazing person he was. Like the miracles that God can create and that God can perform. I think
a sermon should kind of be like a class. Like not laid out like a class period, but I think it should
definitely be informative and something that people can walk into a room and walk out with new
information and new points that they want to base their life off of. And new, I guess, just things
that they need to work on as far as faith and as far as their life goes. So yeah, maybe like a class.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Yes and no. And the reason why is because I think it honestly depends where you’re at in your
walk and what you’re currently sitting in. I think, well I mean honestly people never want to be
convicted or told that they’re screwing up, but a lot of times people need that. And once they’ve
been convicted or preached at they’re really thankful that it happened. Because they’re like
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“Holy crap, I didn’t even realize I was doing this wrong, like now I can fix that, and now I’m so
much better off because someone had the guts to stand up and say you’re screwing up.” But at
the same time, if all you get is conviction and being preached at, Christianity is no fun. If all you
ever hear is man you suck and you need to change this, you need to fix this, you need to get
better in this, it’s not something that is going to draw people in. Because all you’re going to be
left with are a bunch of masochist who don’t enjoy, who don’t like themselves. I don’t know, so
I think encouragement is definitely huge. Because, you know, picking somebody up when they
fall and saying like “You probably shouldn’t have done it that way but you know, go get them,”
like pushing them and helping them and saying you know, “we’re all running the same race, and
I fall too.” And just encouragement, with like being an athlete, there’s nothing more encouraging
than one of your teammates standing there saying “Come on man, get up, you can do this,” and
it’s the same thing with faith. Nothing better and nothing makes me want to pursue Christ more
than my buddies and my elders helping me, saying “You got this, look how much better your life
can be if you do this, look how amazing your life is going to be if you do this,” so I think yes and
no.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
Well obviously there’s worship in the music form in church services, where like you have the
words on the screen, you’re singing with everybody else and you’re singing the same things.
That’s definitely a form of worship, but I feel like there are a lot of forms of worship that people
don’t really realize. There maybe some things that people don’t consider worship but I do. You
know for me, school can be a form of worship, because it’s me saying “God you gave me this
ability, you gave me the brain in my head, and you gave me the ability to kill this test, Lord I’m
doing this for you. And I’m doing this to glorify you.” I feel like that’s worshipping God or like
athletics. I play rugby and when I get the ball and I’m carrying the ball, it’s like “God you gave
me the ability to blitz past this defender, so Lord I’m going to do this for you.” And when I get
across the trial line, I point up at the sky because God gave me the ability to get there. So I think
anything you do and enjoy doing can be made into a form of worship, because God gave you the
ability to do it, whether you had to practice a lot to do it or not, God still gave you the body you
have to be able to do it with. And the mind and the heart you have that are driving you to do it
and do it better. So I think anything, as long as it’s glorifying God, whether you’re actively doing
it for God, can be a form of worship.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
… As far as in the church or just the definition of the word orthodox? As far as orthodox church
is going… what I think of when I hear orthodox church is like kind of a big Catholic church with
very mellow, singing hymns and stuff like that. Not really amped up worship services, not
pastors up there screaming and carrying on about whatever they’re preaching about. I think of
just kind of very dull, very old school kind of service in the church. And very old school beliefs,
and very very strict beliefs as far as sin and things of that nature, I guess. That’s what comes to
mind when I think of orthodoxy in the church.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Um, yes. Well, I think for the most part. You know, there are parts of the Bible that contradict
itself and a lot of, not a lot, but some of the events that have been written down have been written
down 50 years or 60 years after they happened. So it’s not going to be detail for detail, but I
think the fact, you know I agree with the fact that it’s God-inspired, and I also agree with the fact
that you know, I’ll be honest, the Bible is the handbook for how I live my life, or at least try to.
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And so I absolutely do my best to follow the Bible. But I think there are a few parts of it that
contradict itself a little bit, but 99%, 99.99999% is the absolute truth.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yes… yeah I believe in heaven and hell. I believe that, you know, honestly I don’t really know
what I believe about hell. I’ve never really been educated, and I’ve never really looked through
the Bible to find any Scripture about it. What comes to mind is the kind of stereotypical, fire and
brimstone and all sorts of bad stuff, like this is what just kind of pops into my head when I think
about it. I just know I don’t really particularly want to go there. When I think of heaven, though,
I think of just standing at God’s feet, like with all the angels in lines next to me and just looking
like and not being able to see God’s face because he’s so huge and so all-encompassing. And just
like falling on my knees at his feet with everyone around me just singing out his praise. I feel
like that’s what heaven is. I feel like such a goon because the first thing that pops into my head
when I think of heaven is just the stereotypical like clouds and angels flying around and stuff, but
no I think heaven, and where I hope I go spend eternity, is a place where I can sing God’s praise
for the rest of my existence.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
… I do think that there are parts of other religions that, you know, you can take and learn about
God through, and I also know that you don’t necessarily have to be a Christian for God to work
in your life. I’m proof of that. But I think for the most part, the best way to learn about God is
through Christianity. I think that the Qur’an has interesting ideas, like the fact that they don’t
think Jesus is the savior of humanity, which I don’t agree with, or that’s what I believe anyway,
that’s not what I believe to be true. And I think Judaism also has some valid points to it, I just
think as a whole there really isn’t anything that I believe to be more accurate than Christianity
and the Bible.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Experiencing God. As I said before, the reason I found my faith is because God pretty much
kicked me in the head and was like “What are you doing with your life? Stop it. You’re done
ignoring me and you’re done telling people that I don’t exist, and trying to convince yourself of
the same.” And it was through those experiences, like reading Scripture is very beneficial and it
helps to gain knowledge and like to learn about God’s law and what is a good way to live your
life and what is not necessarily the best way to live your life, but I think it’s like of like leading
by example, I guess. Things you can feel and you’ve actually experienced are always better than
things that you read. I would rather live out a fairytale than read one. So I feel like it’s kind of
the same thing.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I’ve read Crazy Love and Forgotten God by Francis Chan and I’ve read Wild At Heart by John
Eldridge. And right now I’m reading Romans by RC Sproul. So yeah… I listen to podcasts a lot,
I really like Mark Driscoll. I think he’s a pretty wise guy, he’s really convicting and he’s really
funny…

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

What Christians should be or what they are largely? How about a gardening warrior. I think the
role of a Christian is a little bit of both. As a gardener you’re supposed to cultivate spiritual fruit,
and make sure things that you’re doing are producing spiritual fruit. What I mean by that is that
the things that you’re doing are glorifying God, things that are for the good of the kingdom, and
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through that you’re doing that to serve the lord. But I also think being a warrior is being
important, because if all Christians are a bunch of pansies, that doesn’t do anybody any good. So
I think there needs to be a balance. And when I think people need to be warriors, like you
shouldn’t be afraid to say that you’re a Christian and say what you believe, because lots of other
people do. Like there are so many people as atheists that are so quick to say “I’m an atheist,” but
there are so many Christians that are so quick to say “I’m a Christian-kind of, like I go to church
but.” It’s like even if they really are on fire for God, they won’t say it, and you shouldn’t be
ashamed of that. I’m not saying you should run around with a sign that says ‘Look at me I’m a
Christian, I love Jesus’… it’s just like you also shouldn’t be timid about your faith. You should
be bold and willing to tell people about it, and willing to talk to people about it and stuff like
that. So I think it should be a little of both.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I think they’re two different things in my mind. Belief is one thing that, I think belief is
something that I’ve been able to have because of experience. So I experience God and that helps
my belief in God. And that helps my belief that God is there for me, so I think, in my mind
they’re two completely separate things. And one can, experience can help belief. And you know,
I think maybe a little bit of the other way around, and like if you believe in God, maybe that will
push you to go on a mission trip, where you’ll be just completely surrounded by God and see
huge miracles that you wouldn’t otherwise see in your daily life. So I think they’re completely
different things.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

I think it’s important to do both. Because, honest, if you just sit there and tell them everything
that you believe and don’t give them a chance to tell you about what they believe, you’re never
going to be able to help them. Because all you’re doing is just force feeding them what you
believe. It’s like saying “Well I don’t really care about what you believe, so this is what I
believe. That’s it.” But at the same time, if all you do is sit there and let them tell you what they
believe, you can never really identify with them, like have a conversation about it. Maybe
challenge them in their beliefs as far as like “Oh, well you believe in God? That’s awesome.
Well I’m challenging you to go further” and you can’t really do that without talking to them
about what, some of the things you believe to be true. So I think it’s got to be a good mix of
both.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Well indescribable is so cliché, but yeah, I think that’d be a good one. All-powerful, and I think
the biggest one would probably just be love. Everything I’ve seen, like all the acts I’ve seen God
in, I just know are for the benefit of that person or for me. It’s like, you know I’ve been through
hard times, like getting diagnosed with chronic fatigue but in the end I’ve been so blessed
because of that. And I’ve been so much better off because that happened to me. I’m so much
better off than had it not have happened. I wouldn’t have time to pour into my Fishy kids, or
grow with my core group because of that. I’ve been so so so blessed because of that. And so I
think love should be one, because even when you’re going through the worst of times, God is
carrying you and God is right there with you. When you sit down to take a test and you’re
stressing out, God’s right there with his arm around you saying “Chill, it’s just a test.” I don’t
know, so I think love, which is again just another enormous cliché but I think that’s something I
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would use to describe God… By Christians, yes. But non-Christians I don’t know. I know there
are a lot of non-Christians who just, well Christian is kind of a loose term too, I feel like, or it has
become more of a loose term. Because there are people who believe in God but don’t go to
church and don’t read Scripture, and so they don’t consider themselves to be Christians. I don’t
really want to try and define what a Christian is, because I think that’s just kind of a dangerous
path to walk down. But yeah, I think there are definitely people that would see God as love and
as all-powerful. I mean, my physics professor won the Nobel Prize and he believes in God, and
believes that God created the earth. But he’s a physicist, he doesn’t go to church and doesn’t
even own a Bible, but he believes in God and he believes that God is all-powerful. So yeah, I
think there are definitely people out there who have some of those ideas. I know everybody
doesn’t, but I think not for the most part, but a lot of people do…

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Well I think the first thing they should do is put up anti-condemning pastor fences all over
campus, because that just doesn’t help at all. It’s like, I understand that they’re trying to do good,
but it’s like they are giving Christians such a bad name by doing that. And so whenever anybody
after that is like, “Hey, want to go to the Annex?” It’s like “No way! They’re going to tell me
I’m a sinner and I’m going to hell. I don’t want to sit there for an hour of that” … I think
Christians that have the right mindset, as far as like they’re just loving God and just trying live
their lives in the best way they can, leading by example in a more public spectrum I guess. So I
guess to me that means that the Christians that are going out to parties and stuff like that, but not
engaging in any of the stupid activities and when people come up to them and are like “Hey man
want a drink?” like nah, and they’re like “Why not?” and just being like “That’s not really what
I’m into. I’m a solid Christian, I love hanging out with you guys and stuff like that, but honestly,
my life has been so much better since I stopped.” And you know, at least for me there’s nothing
more powerful than leading by example, for me to see, and like I’ve been shown through
example as a Fishy leader. So I think people that aren’t out to condemn the crap out of people,
that are just there to do what God does and to do what Jesus did and just love people, I think
those people need to step up and be leaders and lead by example.

24. Any final thoughts?
That was the last question? No…
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“Amy” 01/15/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

I’m 21 years old. I was born in California, then moved to Massachusetts when I was 2, then
moved to France when I was 4, and learned to read and write in French while I was there. I came
back to the states when I was 10 years old, and moved to Texas and then to Boulder. So I’ve
moved around a fair amount… I’ve lived in Boulder for a fair amount of time now. I went to my
first year of college at CSU and really didn’t like it and wanted to go to Northeastern or McGill
and CU and decided to go to CU. I like French and I like to sing and I like to be creative and
adventurous.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
Yes, I grew up in Catholic church. My dad was Catholic but it was really dry and rule-based.
And I saw that my mom had it different than that, but didn’t really understand and didn’t really
get what it was all about. I mean, I remember for a long time, like 6th grade or something,
counting my sins like on my fingers. That is not healthy stuff! And really after that I realized that
thinking that there was more to life than this rule-based system, and just really running away
from it and hating it and wanting freedom, and kind of doing my own thing for until up to senior
year. Because I had always kind of felt like I hadn’t really believed but had put my foot in the
door, you know, tried to be, I don’t know, moral, I guess in some way, but it really wasn’t
because of God and it really wasn’t because of a relationship with him. But my senior year things
really just hit the fan, I guess. I really had no basis and really started questioning “Is there God or
it just a nihilistic, just essentialist universe?” And really that whole summer was pretty tough and
believing, “Okay, if there was no God, then how do I live this life?” And there’s a couple things
in my family life that had really hurt me at one point and had made me feel disenchanted with
Christianity. However, it made me aware of sin, so I was aware that there was sin in the world
and that there was sickness, that there was something that was bigger than ourselves. So I went
through all that, and then went to CSU and just really got sucked in. I met a few friends the first
day and they just invited me to some stuff. And I was a little skeptical at first because I, for a
long time, just didn’t think that Christians had any fun, I didn’t think they were free or able to do
what they wanted to. But I really was shown that life is only in Jesus. And it’s been a journey
ever since.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yeah. There’s certain levels of, I mean, all of them know me enough to know that this is a big
part of my life. Some of my best friends are actually non-Christians, but there is a level of, this is
my heart and this is what I love above all things, that they can’t relate to but they’re, I guess,
accepting of it.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
The gospel is the word of God put into writing. To share it with others, I guess I would just say
that we have problems and bring all sorts of crap and ugliness into the world. That Jesus came
for us to be free of that, and that we have the chance of a better life. And it’s with him and our
relationship with him. To know him is more beautiful and better than anything we could’ve
imagined. And that these things that we migrate to and desire are of the flesh and really hurt us,
that sin isn’t just something fun and (word in French) but something that’s forbidden. But
something that really, God knows that it has consequences on our bodies and on our minds. And
he wants to protect us from all that, that he’s not just some man up in the sky that’s, you know,
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malevolent.
6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?

(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I see a lot of hate, honestly. I think there’s a lot of just judgment that’s being passed.
[Clarification of question] I’d say definitely pretty judgmental, pretty hypocritical a lot of times.
And very image-based. I think a lot of it is about projecting your perfect self on the outside
instead of reality.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

I guess my ideal church would be one with really great community, where no one felt excluded
or that they didn’t belong. And one that was focuses on Jesus and his word and his truth, and not
watered down. And one that’s just really loving that is based on that love, and seeking God’s
truth from the Bible.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
I don’t know that there is such a thing. Looks like… yeah, ugh, I really don’t think there is such
a thing. I think it’s a lot of times just everyone is in sin and everyone is hurting, and we all are in
different places on the path. And there really shouldn’t be such as thing as the “Well, I’m a good
Christian because I don’t drink every Friday night,” you know, I think that’s just dumb, because
there’s other things that that person does. Everyone should be convicted and condemned in their
own way. And it might not be that but there’s other sins.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I think to bring people closer to Christ that don’t know him a lot of times, or to illuminate things
that are misunderstood. Um, just to share what they’ve read, share their knowledge. Because I
think that God really does use pastors and leaders to, he unfolds his knowledge to them, and they
can thus unfold it to other people and that’s really powerful. I don’t think it’s the only medium
but I think that it definitely is one that God uses.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
To know more about Jesus. And to, yeah, to know more about God’s will and his purpose and
how it relates to our lives. To make him more real, I guess. For a lot of people… And to
illuminate and to give knowledge.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

I think that’s really true. Well I think that just has the aspect of love in it. Preaching at someone
is, for me, a very set goal. And it really isn’t considering the other person and considering their
life and their experiences. And I think that it kind of takes an air of ‘I have it right and you have
it totally wrong.’ And I don’t think that’s loving.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think the beautiful thing about worship is that it can be done in many many ways, just however
we feel that we have a gift from God and we use it, I think can be worship. For me, worship is…
sometimes I have to think about it but sometimes not, a lot of times its from singing, a lot of
times it’s just position of the heart. When I realize what Jesus has done for me and I’m filled
with thanksgiving. And whatever outlet that comes out in, I think is worship. Or even if it
doesn’t come out, my heart is just positioned towards the Lord.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I don’t know… I thought it was stringent. I guess orthodox usually means… well I guess
orthodox Jews never really go apart from the set rules…
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14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yeah, I didn’t always believe that. I mean, there’s certain parts that I really struggle with. And
there’s certain parts that, like when people sometimes talk about some of the contradictions in
the Bible and that kind of thing, I end up thinking that its unerring, yes, that it is unerring.
Because, especially the gospels and stuff, and things that were… I’m trying to think of things in
Deuteronomy like about divorce or about different stuff, an eye for an eye, that kind of thing…
There’s a verse that says what will be bound in heaven will be bound on earth. And I believe that
what we hold as true and believe and take to heart will be bound in heaven. So yeah, I think that
there are some parts that are maybe less relatable to our times, but I don’t think that makes them
false.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yes, I do believe in heaven and hell. It makes me sad, but I believe that not all people will go to
heaven when they die. I believe people who believe in Jesus will go to heaven when they die,
and I’m not sure what that looks like exactly, that it’s just based on this earth or if there’s, you
know, something else. But I believe that the Bible is pretty clear about it and I see that there’s a
difference in my heart about where I was before I became a Christian and where I am now. And I
really do believe that there is heaven and hell.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Hm. Well, I think Islam and Judaism are pretty similar to Christianity in certain ways. But for
me, I’m not sure, I don’t feel like I have enough experience to make a judgment. However, it
doesn’t seem always as loving in other religions.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Scripture. I think feelings are really fleeting, and they have brought me to different places. I
think that God has really revealed different things to me, but he’s revealed them a lot of times
through Scripture, instead of feeling. And I often need to question if it’s just on feelings.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I have read a fair amount of Christian books. I’ve read a lot of Donald Miller, Rob Bell, those are
the more contemporary ones. My mom also has given me a lot of Katherine Marshall, who I
love, she’s this author from the 70s that I love. Let me think about this, I read Captivating by
John Eldridge or something like that and his wife. There are some other ones that I’m forgetting.
I think that they’re really great because they make certain ideas more clear, especially ones that
I’m struggling with. And the more contemporary ones seem to be really criticizing things that
have been accepted for a long time. I like that.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

Well, personally, I think there needs to be a little bit of both. I think that there is a definitely a
gardener to cultivate, and to be gentle and kind, but a warrior to stand up for the truth.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

Experience or belief, I do think there is a difference between the two. I think that I… I’m not
sure about the people who needed to experience and go through certain things in order to believe,
the Lord knew that and I know that people need different journeys, things that they need to go
through, and some people need to go through things harder than others. But I think for me a lot
of my experience has reflected my belief… Experience of seeing sin in the world, being hurt in
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different ways, having these different insecurities, and seeing them play out has really influenced
how I see Jesus and his role in my life.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Definitely hearing what they have to say. I think people come to Christianity from a lot of
different places and I can’t just assume that I know it all the time. Like, even just the act of
listening sometimes is really necessary and people feel loved by that. I know I do.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
ways that God is perceived by people today?

Sometimes what comes into my mind a lot is just beyond me. Beyond…I mean, he’s loving but
beyond that, he’s gentle but he’s beyond that, he’s strong but beyond that. I feel like he’s all the
good things in the world and I have no way to describe him in some ways, he’s just beyond
me…No, I think that they think that he’s beyond them in that he’s in space and doesn’t really
care and he isn’t really interested in their lives.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I think not going out with such a planned step by step thing of what your goal is in the process. I
think the idea of going out to convert someone is really harmful to people a lot of the time,
because it’s not based in love. Sometimes it is, and that’s awesome, you know, but a lot of times
it’s really just the goal of “I want to tell as many people as possible about this,” and that does
have a place in some instances. But I think it’s more powerful if you are acting upon God’s spirit
in your life and really listening, and really… I think relationship with people deserves the right to
speak a lot of the time, instead of just going out and trying to convert random people.

24. Any final thoughts?
No, not really, I’m good.
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“Kelly” 01/21/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Okay, my name is “Kelly” and I grew up in Minnesota. My parents are divorced and I have two
real brothers and a million stepsiblings. I came to the University of Colorado at Boulder for
college because I love the mountains and I’m very passionate about nature and I want to travel
the world.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I grew up in a church when I was really young, and then my mom had some problems being a
single mom in the church so we stopped going. But I would just go to church camp every
summer, and that was the only church I went to, and then I went to Christmas eve and Easter but
that’s it, throughout my junior high and senior high years. So then I would be a seasonal
Christian during junior high and high school I would go to that church camp in the summer, it’s
just a week camp, and I would be on fire for God and I would be like “I’m going to change all
these things” but then once school started again I would just get sucked right back into it. Then it
just kept happening throughout junior high and all of high school. I was just a Christian at Bible
camp, and not a Christian when I came back. The summer after my senior year of high school I
was just done with the partying and the group I was hanging out with and the drugs and
everything, and I watched a video from my church camp and decided to be a Leadership-in-
Training there, and just by myself and go without any of my friends, so I did. And it was
amazing and I realized that that was the lifestyle that I wanted to have, and I was done with my
past and all the stupid things that had happened. So then I came to Boulder, and the community
and people I surrounded myself with is not what I thought I was going to have at all, because
Boulder’s obviously a big party school. So that’s what I thought, I was like “Yeah, I’m going to
party it up every night,” because you choose your school when you’re beginning senior year. So
that’s what I thought I was going to come to school for, and I thought I was going to be popular
again and whatever, and then I came to school and I’m in a whole different environment and I’m
living my life for the Lord now. That’s it.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes, I have a lot of non-Christian friends. All of my friends from high school, well I shouldn’t
say all of them, I know like five Christian friends. But all my friends in high school were not
Christian friends.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yes, I do feel like I can relate to them. Just because… I did the partying stuff with them, like
they were my friends throughout junior high and high school, and those were the only friends I
had in high school. I still feel like when I go home for Christmas it’s hard like temptations and
stuff, but I can still relate to them and I can still talk with them, and it doesn’t matter, like I don’t
think it matters. And yeah, they don’t invite me to parties and stuff anymore, so it might be a
difference to them, but to me, I’m still the same person, I just decided to live my life a different
way than they do.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
From what I think, I don’t know, but I just think the gospel is the love of God being spread
throughout the people. Throughout the world. When I, I haven’t really done a lot of talking to
people, but when I do, I just say… well usually people, like my old friends, or even I can connect
with people here in Boulder because I used to do that kind of stuff, so I’m really real with people
and I’m still friends with them even if they party, so even with people in Boulder here, I think it
starts off with them asking why I don’t party, and stuff like that. Or my old friends asking “Why
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don’t you party, why don’t you do this any more, who are you” kind of thing, and I just say
that… I’m just like I am loved by a wonderful God and he loves me and this is a better life than I
could have ever planned for. And then, I mean, if people are interested, like “tell me more, can I
go with you to the Annex?” I usually ask them to come with me to youth group, or to the Annex,
the college ministry, and then they come and if they like it then they usually ask after questions
about it. And I just tell them what I know and I’m not really informed as much, but I just tell
them what I know, and that God loves you and he wants to be with you, and that he’s waiting for
you…

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I think it’s…this is going to be weird, but I think its logo would be “to find the love of God and
the indescribable joy you get with living a life for God, the one who created this beautiful earth”
type thing. That’s it’s slogan, so now I’m going to make that brand (laughter).

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

My ideal church would be the Annex… basically just being very welcoming when you come in
and not caring if you’re like a believer or not a believer or even if you don’t like church, just
being very welcoming, just being real and not throwing Christianity in your face right away, and
being like “Oh, are you a Christian? You need to come with me and talk if you’re not” kind of
thing. And then just like real, genuine, nice people. I think a big idea or value would be just
loving each other, I think that’s a big thing, just showing God’s love to one another and being all
friends as one, like 300 people can be connected as one through this love, and I think that’s a big
thing. Also I think that a church would have a sense of humor, because humor is good no matter
what.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
I think a good Christian is someone who puts all their trust in God. I think that’s one of the
hardest things to do, is literally, to surrender yourself and be like “God, where do you want me to
go?” kind of thing. That takes so much strength and so much power, like self-power to do that, to
give up yourself, and so I think that someone who can do that and someone that follows him and
loves him and is literally a bright light in a dark world, that you can see and you can tell that
something’s different about that person. I think that describes the perfect Christian.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I think the role is to show God’s love to everyone, and to share his gospel, like I said before. And
I don’t know, just share God with everyone, and to be there and be open and willing to talk to
anyone that needs to be talked to or I don’t know. Like to just apply to everyone’s lives and
somehow relate God into what they’re saying.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
To influence you to become a Christian, I’m kidding (laughter). I think to, I feel like my answers
are the same, but I feel like the purpose of a sermon is to share God’s grace and love for
everyone and to show that you don’t have to have a life like you’re living now, but that you can
have a life in eternity with God. And just to tell people the truth about life and God.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Well, encouraged, I think. I think people hate being preached at… I don’t think what Bill does is
being preached at, I don’t think we’re being preached at, I think we’re being influenced and
encouraged. But I feel like a lot of people, like non-Christian people, that come to a service or go
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to any church feel like they’re being preached at. Like “You’re not good if you do this,” or “If
you don’t follow these rules, you can’t be apart of us.” And I think that’s a big thing that a lot of
non-Christians don’t come to church to, because they feel like they’re being talked at and
degraded almost.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
Well, I think of music as worship, obviously. Then, I think that I consider nature a big part of
worship. I think that seeing a sunset or the mountains or something is a big part of worship, like
just being in awe and being like “Thank you, God, for your beautiful world that you gave us.” I
think everything can be worship, like laughing with your family and having a good time, or
holding your nephew or something like that. I think all those things should be lifted up to God in
worship.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I don’t know what that is.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Capital T, yes I do. I don’t know how to elaborate on that, but I do.
15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?

Well, I believe in heaven and hell and I believe that when I get up to heaven, God will have the
biggest, giant chocolate-chip cookie for me! Because that’s what my mom always told me when
I was little (laughter)… but for real I do believe in heaven and hell. I believe that if you live for
God and you ask for forgiveness of your sins, you will spend eternity with him. If you live your
life worshipping him and honoring him, that you will be able to spend eternity and eat your big
chocolate chip cookie with God. And if not, then I believe that you go to hell, and I don’t really
have that many beliefs about hell, just that hell is Satan and fire and demons…and pitchforks.
That’s what I think.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Um, no. And that might sound arrogant because I believe that our way is the truth, but I do think
that our way is the truth. And I don’t think that you can learn about God through other religions
that don’t follow the truth, and what God says in the Bible for us to do. They have different rules
and things that I don’t understand, so I don’t know. I don’t think you can.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Experiencing God has definitely been more foundational. I think that when you have a burning in
your heart and you have tears during a worship song, I feel like that’s so much more influential
to my faith than reading the Bible. And I mean, I haven’t really had big experience with reading
the Bible and I’m still working on reading the Bible, so I wouldn’t know. But I definitely think
that feeling something and actually experiencing something is a lot more influential to my faith.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

Yes, I’m starting to read a lot of Christian books. I read, well I’m in the middle of reading A
Fatherless Generation by Donald Miller, just because I grew up without a dad and it’s kind of
about that, and the abandonment issues and how it’s a problem for us to call God father because
we haven’t really had that relationship with a dad. So that’s really good but I’ve kind of been
putting it off, so I haven’t really been reading it a lot. And then I started reading Blue Like Jazz
by Donald Miller but I stopped because of something, I don’t know why. But it was good so far.
And then I’m reading Crazy Love by Francis Chan, and Chris Tomlin I think, and that’s been
really good so far. I want to read a lot of other books still but I haven’t yet.
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19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I think a gardener because I feel like we’re supposed to spread God’s love and we’re supposed to
invite as many people as we can up to eternity with God, and make this world what God created
the world to be which is a place to worship him and dwell in his amazingness. And yeah we are
warriors to fight the sin that comes in our life, but I feel like we’re more gardeners in the way
we’re supposed to spread love.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I feel like part of having experience with God brings me to believing. And so, yeah there is a
difference in experiencing…I feel like my experiences and what I’ve gone through with life and
with anything all brought me to believing. So there’s a correlation between the two. They’re not
the same exact thing but I feel like there’s definitely a correlation. And obviously I prioritize my
beliefs but my experiences led me to my beliefs.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

More interested in telling them what I believe, because they might say really mean things and I
don’t want to hear that. And I think it’s more important to share the love of God than to just hear
criticism of it.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Loving… his grace…faithfulness, forgiveness. The fruits of the Spirit really come into my head
when I think about God and the traits that he has and the traits we should possess of him. Loving
loving loving loving. Healing. Savior. Surrender. Leading. Loving, again… No, well some of
them yeah, but I feel like for non-Christians, especially some of my friends I think he’s too
powerful… a lot of my friends think he’s like this big authoritative person who’s trying to tell us
how to live our lives. I think that love might be one that is perceived by people today, that God is
love. And forgiveness, but I think that more words that are perceived by people today that don’t
know God are more of, I don’t want to say wrath, like the wrath of God will come upon you, but
I feel like that’s part of what they think.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I don’t know, I just feel like there has to be a first step of the person that you’re trying to be like
“No, God isn’t like this, you’ve perceived the wrong thing.” There has to be that first step of
them being willing to listen to or being willing to come to the college ministry or willing to just
be there and try it out and experience it first. Because I feel like you can’t change peoples’ views
until they actually experience it themselves. Because you can shoot words into their heads, like
advertisements into their heads and be like “Believe this, believe this!” But I feel like not until
they take that first step and come into the church and see what it’s really like and meet the
people, that they will then lose their perception of what they think… the negative perception that
they have of him.

24. Any final thoughts?
I think you should get a really good grade on this thesis (laughter).

 Follow up question: “Why do you think the Bible is without errors?”
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I don’t know. I’ve heard classes where it leads back to this and this and this, and there is some
evidence, I don’t know exactly what it all is, but I think that it’s without errors because it’s what
I believe. It’s just what I believe and what I think is right and true, and what should be true in
this world.
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“Mike” 01/14/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

I am 21 years old, I’m originally from Chicago IL. I was born and raised there for 18 years. Um,
I come from a divorced home. Um, I’ve been a Christian, um, I’ve been considering myself
saved for about 10 years, I’m sorry, since I was 10 years old, so 11 years, and I would say I
started living for God my sophomore year.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I came from a home where my mother was a church-going woman and my father was not a
church-going man, um, so during my early life before my parents split, um I went to church
every Sunday, went to Sunday school as a young boy and um and learned a lot about the Bible
and learned a lot about Jesus. Um, and I would say that the, the people that worked in the
children’s ministry that I was apart of at the church I went to in Chicago, have some serious, um,
credit due to them because of what has happened to me in my life. I’ve been thinking about that
recently, so…

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
I do have non-Christian friends, and that’s an interesting question to ask because some of my
friends that are not Christian in my opinion would probably call themselves Christian. Or some
form, I don’t know. I do also have friends that are non-Christian entirely.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
To a point, to a point, yeah, like absolutely I can relate to them. It gets difficult with deeper
issues or, when they’re experiencing times of pain, struggle, because whereas I’ve come to trust
God as my rock, my foundation, like my comfort, it’s hard to relate that to them because they
don’t believe in that, they don’t, they don’t think, that’s not their comfort. So yes I can relate to
them but only to a certain extent.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
To me, I’m learning more and more about that question, every day. Right now the gospel to me
is it’s literal meaning of the good news, um, about Jesus Christ. So and when people ask me
about what the gospel is, what do I say? Um, I tell them about Jesus who, um, was sent down
here, to earth, who lived a life that was sinless, who was just as much of a boy as I was, um who
hurt and he bled and he laughed and he played just like a regular human kid. And who, um,
because of what he had to do for us in terms of taking upon God’s wrath because of our sin, who
endured God’s wrath through the cross, who died, rose again, overcame death that we might live
through him. Um, that’s what it is to me, I say it differently every time, through every person,
depending on how I’m feeling led to talk to them about it. Um, so yeah, it’s never the same.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I feel like that’s two parts. Um, but the first one being I feel like as a Christian, like the brand
image that we try to convey is an image of love, of compassion, of understanding. But I think a
lot of it comes across as, and this is the other side of it, a lot of it comes across as completely
pushy, um, narrow minded, hypocritical, um not loving, which is really sad. Um, and not
accepting.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

My ideal church would be um, would be a small small gathering, and um, it would, we would, it
would be different types of services, different types of gathering on different occasions. But as
far as a Sunday service goes, it would be full of just pure worship in terms of just singing out to
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the Lord and just praising God. And it would consist of just pure Bible teaching, you know, not
like topic teaching, or like, I don’t like metaphors honestly like even though Jesus spoke in
parables, like I just don’t get it  like I need to grow in that, and that’s what it would be. And it
would be a place of rest and recuperation and love, and that would just be one type of service. So
like I see the church, I would love to view my neighborhood as the church. And people around
me so that when we would gather, like whether it’s to worship God with our singing and through
the teaching of the word, we would also gather in terms of acting as the Lord would in terms of
providing needs to like another community member or another community that we have on our
heart.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
I don’t like that phrase. I don’t know, yeah I don’t like that phrase, but a good Christian um… I
would say, and this is my honest opinion, that a good Christian just resembles Christ. Like truly
resembles Jesus. You know, it talks about in one of Paul’s letters, I mean probably numerous, but
he just says be imitators of Christ. And I love that because, like, I can’t be Jesus, I just, I don’t
quite understand the whole, you know, now that Jesus died for me God doesn’t see me but sees
Jesus, sinless and blameless. I don’t understand that because I still am so imperfect, but while
like I can’t be him, I can do my best to imitate him as much as possible. So when it comes to
Jesus’ compassion, when it comes to Jesus’ understanding, when it comes to Jesus’ love, and
empathy that man showed, that’s what I feel is a good Christian.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
Just in general? Um, I believe the role of a Christian leader…well so a pastor for instance, I feel
like his primary responsibility is his flock, are the people of his congregation, the people of his
church that he is, you know, assigned by God to lead and to take care of, and to minister to, and
to be just involved in their lives. So I think that’s his primary obligation and um also to lead them
well. To also be constantly teaching, rebuking, um, like doing whatever it takes so that as a body
of believers that we can be doing our best to serve God.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
It’s not to make you feel good, or it shouldn’t be. The purpose of a sermon I feel is to create a
deeper understanding of God’s word.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

I agree with that one hundred percent. I agree with that one hundred percent, but I would say that
sometimes encouragement is not what people actually need. They might want that but, I mean
you could say preached at, you could say, um you know, you could say you called them out. But
sometimes people need the former instead of the latter. I agree with that. It’s much more
comfortable to be encouraged than to be preached at.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
Hm. Worship is something I need to learn more about, because automatically when I think of
worship I think of singing. That’s just what I think of. But I know it’s not just that, I know it’s
not just singing, I mean I know it’s worshipping God through my life. But honestly at the same
time, when I’m serving, when I’m doing labor for Jamaican people or um when I’m conducting
like small group time or whatever, I don’t see that as worship even though it is. You know, it’s
kind of like a double take when you realize, oh this is actually worship. But um, I love pulling
out my guitar and just singing to the Lord, completely. But as time goes on I know I want to
worship God more through my actions, and loving his people, and in showing compassion and
understanding to people that need it the most.
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13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
N/A (removed due to lack of clarity in question)

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes. Yes because that’s what I’ve chosen to believe. And if I find any problems in its text or
things that maybe don’t mesh well or seemingly can’t mix, I have to understand that me being
such a finite human and God knowing the true meaning of that text, that I might not understand it
perfectly. Especially the first go around. Yeah, that’s what I’ve come to believe because if you
discount one verse of the Bible, you know, you can really discredit the entire thing. And if you
do that, then I feel like faith becomes something where it’s just your own choice, your own
opinion, your own belief, your own belief that you made up.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
I believe in heaven and hell. I believe in both of them. I believe that heaven is a place that we
will be complete. Sinless, holy, blameless, just worshipping God face to face without the
struggle, the temptations, the distractions of this world. And just being with our Creator forever.
I believe that hell is just as real. I believe it’s a place where it’s just going to be separation from
God. And I believe we see glimpses of both here on earth. I believe we see glimpses of both. I
believe we can’t get either of them in their purest form perfectly, but we see glimpses of both.
And I don’t know if in hell, I can assume hell is fiery lakes and stuff, I don’t know what it looks
like completely… my idea of it is a very lonely dreadful place without joy.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
I believe that all truth is God’s truth. That said, um, I believe that certain principles in certain
religions cross into the understanding of my God. But I haven’t personally learned a lot about
God through other religions so, maybe perhaps is my answer.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
For me it’s been both. More foundational would be… I mean, I really can’t have one without the
other. In terms of like experiencing God, scripture… um, I’ve experienced God so much and
that’s brought me so much closer to him, but a lot of that has been experiencing the truth that he
talks about in Scripture come alive in my life. So if I guess I had to choose one, it would be
experiencing God.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I’ve read a few, not too much. C.S. Lewis is huge, he’s a phenomenal author, I think he’s just an
amazing literary artist. I read a book by Francis Chan called Crazy Love, and a few others I can’t
really think of right now.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I think a Christian needs to be both, but the metaphor that represents I would definitely say a
warrior. Well, I would say a warrior because I feel like there’d be nothing to garden if we didn’t
have to spiritually fight for souls. By praying, by being bold in our faith.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

Yes, there is a difference. I prioritize belief, because one thing I realize is God and what I
experience with him is so much bigger than my emotions. You know, there will be periods of
time when I feel like God’s not even here, but I know he’s here, and I have that belief that he’s
here with me. Even if I don’t feel it, even though I’m experiencing nothing. Which honestly is
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something that has allowed me to grow and not be so dependent on these experiences, because I
know that I’m not going to get the experiences that I want all the time from him. But God is still
God. He’s still my rock, he’s still my foundation, he’s still my savior. All these things I believe
he is.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Um, telling people about Jesus. Telling people what I believe. I hate that I keep saying both, but I
want to hear what they have to say, and each time I talk about God, I listen intently on what they
have to say. But, I’m just so passionate about him that I love talking about him the most, than
hearing about Buddha or Haile Selassie, which is the savior of the Rastafarians. You know, that’s
just me.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Almighty, number one. The perfect judge. A passionate God for his glory. The most intense love
we can ever know. Our dependence. That’s just a few that came to mind… I think, for the most
part, I believe that there are certain aspects of God that people forget. Like the fact that he is
righteous and he will not tolerate, no matter how loving he is, like he loves righteousness, and in
him, in his love he has hatred for the things that are despicable to him, like sin, like the darkness.
I don’t think people see that enough about God. We create this flowery God, but at the same
time, he’s passionate, he’s so jealous, and he’s so passionate about his glory. And I reached a
point last night where I was realizing that I was stealing God’s glory in a particular situation in
my life and I was just so terrified and so humbled and so, just, so sorry.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Big question. I’m going to spin this in another way, but I’m realizing that this is something that
is for some people who are maybe more experienced in their faith, who have spent a lot more
time with God than 2 years, this might seem like a dumb answer, and a dumb struggle even. But
one thing I’m realizing is that the Bible, in my opinion, from what I’ve seen of it, I could read
more and I could learn more, but from what I’ve learned it doesn’t talk about embracing
differences very much. And like, we talk about loving your neighbor, but I almost wish I
could’ve seen Jesus interact with like, a pagan. Or like another, a man who was, I don’t know,
who believed something else. I almost wish I could have listened that conversation, because we
run across those situations everyday. I think that as a Christian myself, we really have to
remember who Jesus was and how perfect was of a representative of what a Christian should be.
I think that if we follow his example more closely we’re going to be a lot better off than when we
are. Like, he didn’t get angry at the sinners, he got angry at the religious people who thought
they had it all together…He spoke a message of repentance, yes, and lives that need to be
changed, but like it was completely covered covered covered in love. So, I think that as
Christians that if we could have the compassion of Christ more and if we can have the love of
Christ more, in terms of being the first to listen, being slow to speak and quick to listen, I believe
that could change a lot of perceptions of Christians. And another thing too is an understanding
that, this is mostly for me, understanding that no matter how forceful I am, no matter how much I
want someone to understand what I’m saying and to accept it for themselves, for their own, it’s
not going to happen on my own strength.

24. Any final thoughts?
No, that’s it.
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“Jake” 01/30/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Okay, I’m 22 years old, I graduate in May, studying English Literature. I grew up with 2
brothers, mom and dad, and they’re still together. We live in Highlands Ranch, same
neighborhood. Went to church as a young kid all the time, or weekly was more involved in small
Bible study small group things. Played a lot of sports through high school. Went to college at the
University of San Diego first semester, transferred to CU Boulder in the spring of 2008, and have
been here since.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I grew up in several churches, kind of bounced around a little bit, 3 or 4. My parents were really
involved in BSF, which is Bible Study Fellowship, and my dad was a deacon at the church I
grew up in from like age birth to age 12. Then we moved and so it wasn’t as close, and started
going to a really big church, megachurch, Cherry Hills, and then didn’t go to church that much in
high school because me and my brothers were extremely busy in sports. And I guess I was aware
of that and knew, I don’t know, trying to pinpoint conversion is difficult because I remember
distinctly at age 6, “Alright I want to be a Christian, I want to accept Jesus into my heart” but
there was inconsistent or no fruit coming from that. So for me to be able to say at age 6 I was
converted and since then the Holy Spirit has been working in my heart, and renewing me, is
difficult. Because of my attitude towards things in high school, there was a lot of, I don’t want to
say understanding because there wasn’t really any understanding, but there was a very skeletal
knowledge of what Christianity was to a point, what was require of me. A lot of it was the
typical obey your parents, do this but my heart was very devious and I chose to not do that and
thought it better to lie about a lot of things most of the time, and in my mind protect my parents,
because this was just a part of growing up. And so I didn’t know consequences of things, I didn’t
understand the magnitude of any sort of sin, didn’t understand the role of Jesus at all. And so
things kind of came to a head in San Diego when me and my friends were just perpetually,
essentially just destroying everything we could. Our bodies with alcohol, our minds with
whatever, the environment we were in, just destructive stuff, and we knew that this wasn’t okay.
We tried to go to church once, didn’t like it, because all 3 of us had grown up in some kind of
Christian family but we need this was college and we had to rebel. So myself and another guy
came back from San Diego knowing something had to change or we were going to continue
down this path and end up as just terrible terrible young men. So, in spite of those thoughts, the
first few weeks was just again destructive, and then went to the Annex for the first time and
loved it. This was what I was looking for, it was incredible. The worship was great, I loved Bill’s
message, it was very simple and it spoke to me a lot. And I was sitting in my dorm room one
morning just contemplating what was going on, just in my life, and knew that I had to either stop
or continue down this path. So I was like, “God, I want you, I don’t know how we’re going to do
this,” but it was January 19, 2008 so I’d been at CU for like a week and a half. And from that
point on, dropped all my friends that I had had in high school and decided I could only have
Christian friends, could only do these things, I needed to go to the Annex every time, I needed to
be in a small group, I needed to go on mission trips, all this stuff and it was great. And it was a
very, I guess, vulnerable season for me, And that’s what I needed, but looking back, it was the
Holy Spirit that was prompting myself and my friend to leave USD and coming to CU, going to
the Annex, placing me in the dorm that I was in, all of these things were very much with purpose
and of consequence.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
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Yes. That’s been a large, I guess an area that I was disappointed with in my life, that oh I’ve got
these Christian friends and that’s great because I know that they’re building me up and I know
that I’m building them up, but slowly was moving myself away from anybody that wasn’t a
Christian. So within the last year and a half, I’ve been really trying to understand why that’s
happening and then get over that. Because for myself, it was something where I’m afraid to be
around those people because I don’t know what’s going to happen, so they were ostracized by
me. They weren’t loved, and I didn’t understand how to relate to them. But I’m working on that
and have gone back to my high school friends, not in the same way that I was, that I was
dependent on them for all of these things, but I’ve begun to hang out with them a lot. A lot
through sports, I’m playing box lacrosse with a bunch of guys from high school, so we’re doing
that and I think that’s been on the forefront of my mind a lot.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yeah, I do. The hardest part is to consider my words. If there’s anything that’s publicly difficult,
it’s having a loose tongue and letting things just kind of, just run my mouth, and misrepresent
myself completely. Because it’s funny or whatever. And so relating to them, yeah, that’s
something that was big in starting to hang out with them, is trying to figure out how they think,
why they think this, what’s going on, so that I understand the lack of the hope they don’t have,
the hope that I do have. So it has, that time with them has become a buttress for my faith,
knowing that it’s not hopeless, it’s not completely lost, but knowing that it is dark and it is
destructive, and it is all of these things that God drew me out of. But there’s stuff that’s hard to
speak to them, like one of my small group guys isn’t a Christian, and I love hanging out with this
kid, like just a really great guy, and I try to not push him but hopefully ask enough questions to
draw stuff out. And he can’t relate, because he’s dark, and his understanding is darkened in some
way, and so just to share the gospel with him, a very raw form of the gospel, just like Jesus loves
you, but what’s going on, is difficult. He’s like that’s nice but I’m not going to buy it. So I’ve
been studying presuppositional apologetics, where classical apologetics say I’m going to shoot
you head on, this is Scripture and this who God is, presuppositional apologetics is coming from
the bottom, like this is what you believe and this is the consequence of your belief, this is my
belief and this is the consequence of that and can you table integrity through your belief knowing
that this is what’s going to result in the end. Not like hell and destruction, but yes that’s true, but
even just immediate life things. So that’s how I’ve been trying to approach non-Christians.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
For a long time, that was a difficult question. I feel like that’s the abstract Christian question. But
slowly, like reading through the Bible from Old Testament to New Testament, back and forth,
different books on top of each other…Looking at the gospel through big picture Bible, through a
salvation narrative, that the Old Testament relates directly to the New Testament, that Jesus is
the fulfillment of sacrifices of the law, of all these things, I think creates a certain continuity that
may not be present in some gospel definitions. So, it’s imperative that when I consider the
gospel, and this is actually the frame or lens that I would place on everything whether it be,
“Okay this is art, let’s look at a gospel idea of art, this is psychology, this is a gospel presentation
of psychology,” it’s simple. It’s essentially creation, fall, redemption. And so you understand that
in the beginning, God created everything to be good and pure and holy, and that’s everything
pretty much, not just man and woman, but that’s nature, that’s technology, it’s coffee. All this
stuff was created as good. And it pleased him, and then with the distortion of the word, Adam
and Eve fell from God’s presence. They fell from his grace, they fell from his heart. They hated
his word, they hated his law. From then on there’s been an enmity between man and God, and
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everything fell. So it’s not just the heart, it’s not just the soul of man, but it’s nature. It’s
everything that, like I said, it’s all that stuff. But with death, Adam dies, the first man dies, which
is the consequence of sin, right? Our death is a reflection of our sin, but with the second Adam,
with Jesus, there is hope for life. And through him and through the church now being apart by
the Holy Spirit, to the glory of God, it’s being redeemed. So now there’s hope that nature, that
science, that technology, that literature, that your heart, my heart, our physical bodies are going
to be redeemed. And the effect of the fall with be reversed. So in creation we have a mandate to
cultivate the earth, to bring it under our dominion as God’s chosen people. In the fall, that was
broken, and so in redemption we maintain that mandate and so it’s simply creation, fall,
redemption as how I would look at everything. So I think that allows a believer to be perhaps
more effective with when they share the gospel, because it’s one… talking to a friend that’s gay
now, or she’s gay, looking at her and loving her because she was made in God’s image. So
Christian or non-Christian, they were created in God’s image and there’s something beautiful,
there’s something that reflects God in her. And knowing that that is there, so a desire to be loved,
a desire to love others. But it’s twisted, it’s broken, it’s perverted in some way, so created to be
loved and love but now something that’s broken… but hope for redemption, and hoping that it’s
not going to be my words but it’s going to be my God that is transforming her, that is something
that’s something that’s very very real. Otherwise it’s something like I can’t be near you and I
can’t talk to you because you are wicked now, but instead it’s you are beautiful, you are so
lovely. And it’s different, you’re not my sister in Christ but you’re still God’s creation. And so I
can still love you and look at you in that light and there’s still beauty in your life, there’s still
beauty in your heart. And it’s broken, same as mine, but broken in ways different than mine, and
my hope is that you’ll be redeemed in that. So art, for example, I think that it’s been art for art’s
sake, because we’ve lost so much meaning in art, but that’s never been the case. Art reflects
God’s beauty, it reflects his creation in its own way, but it’s been twisted and been made into
something as a societal piece to destroy norms… but it’s always for God’s glory and there’s hope
that art will be redeemed, and it will actively and knowingly reflect who God is. So that’s, I
guess, the way that I would see the gospel… It’s not just that Jesus came to save sinners, because
that doesn’t give hope. It’s that there’s something good in me, there’s something beautiful.
You’re broken, Jesus saves you, and now there’s hope so it’s bookended with two really
awesome things, instead of just despair and happiness, which is really necessary and at
conversion, “I’m not good enough, I can’t do this,” but there’s hope on both ends.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I think it’s definitely changing. And it’s on the upslope, perhaps. I don’t know, I can’t say that,
but if I were to think about it, I would say that Christianity is moving back towards a prominent
cultural piece that is able to speak to things. So you had 15th-16th –17th-18th century Christians
that were respected in the community and that were central focus pieces that they were
producing the best art, they were producing the best literature, they were doing all of these
wonderful things. Then with modernism, this drive to reason, this drive to say everything comes
from me, this secular humanism, the prominence and effect of Christianity fell. And it was
looked at as something that was only a crutch, and so I think we’ve been infiltrated by a lot of
Marxian views, that it’s only a psychological crutch and that it’s no good for everybody. It’s
good for you, it’s good for this person, but it’s not good for me because I’m my own individual
and I can think. So we’ve taken this individualistic culture and said, “Alright, this is me and I’m
going to find it within me.” But I think that perhaps a lot of this hinges on the debate between
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creation and evolution. That Christianity is coming back into this place of prominence that this is
still a huge question with the new atheists saying “Where did we come from?” and both sides are
battling out for the most positive stance. So there’s science that uncovers God now, and so you
see science as something that is full of reason, full of facts, but it’s pointing towards our God.
Whereas before with Christianity it was something that was stopped. But it’s there. I think
people again are being able to see that the Bible offers the most positive economic picture, and
that it’s a difficult road, but Biblically it’s going to produce something greater than what this
humanism, I can do it on my own, has. And so it think it is coming in to a place of more
prominence, I think with the explosion of the emerging church and this missional movement
that’s come out of Seattle and trickled down into our culture, that Christians are understanding
it’s not just about the church and it’s not just about Christians but it’s about the entire world. So
holding that model of the gospel, it’s not just about our small church coming together, but it’s
about this explosion of “we are the body, we are representatives, but we are going to effect
everybody, we’re going to redeem everything.” So when the righteous succeed the city rejoices,
because you are there, you are part of your city, you not just part of your secluded church.
You’re active and your faith is known whether you proclaim it by mouth or by action, but not in
a cliché way at all, but that’s where you’re at. You’re here and you’re in this and people are
beginning to see the benefits of a Christian business person, farmer, all of it is pointing back
towards a beautiful Creation and a hope of an incredible redemption.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

That’s a hard question. I guess I’d say, it hold a very well-defined set of beliefs, it’s orthodox, in
many ways, in belief. But it’s very open and welcoming and open to non-believers, and not like
we’re going to change our church service so these non-believer won’t be offended, but I’m going
to speak to you whether you’re Christian or non-Christian, I’m going to address your life
whether you believe Jesus is God or not, because he is. And so it’s missional in that form, it’s
not, the music isn’t detached but it is I guess a mix between the traditional and contemporary
worship. I would say that the teaching is the hands of men that hold that office, that it is
something that is very much a responsibility of the elders, and that it is not a communal effort.
The church is part of that, but as far as teaching goes on Sundays or whenever you meet, it’s in
their hands because they hold that and it’s something they’re held more accountable to than we
are. I’m kind of wrestling between the role of community or not because it’s something that I’ve
learned can become easily idolized but is necessary. You have to know those people in your
church because you’re building your life with them, and you’re learning things with them. Not a
lot of outside church activity because the church isn’t there to take your life, it’s there to give
you life so you can go to your community and be that light. Because you’re the only one who is
going to be able to speak to your occupation, you’re the only one who’s going to be able to speak
to your friends, it isn’t some pastor who’s going to say “I know you and I’m going to be able to
share these things with you.” So the pastor’s role is to equip, and the church body’s role is to go
out… Sacraments are big, communion, baptism, both there. Actively tithing to the church,
something that is requested because we know that is part of the believer’s role, that you give to
your church because it is a body effort, it’s not a bad thing to ask for money. It can be but I’d say
supporting missions, but not glorifying missions over your day to day life. Because this is
another faculty and something that somebody is called to… There’s not a split between the
secular and the sacred. Your life, your job, carries as much meaning as your pastor’s. So I guess
everything would stem from that idea.
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8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
A good Christian is somebody that recognizes that they’re not good. It’s somebody that
understands the brokenness of their own heart, of their own mind, and humbly seeks Jesus
through that. It’s first and foremost somebody who realizes the power and the necessity of the
cross, because that’s what Christianity is, the fact that an incredible life supernaturally was lived
for us so that we don’t suffer God’s hand and that we are chosen people and that we represent
him. Then so the first focus is the cross, and the second focus is your life. So Galatians 5 lays out
fruit and those things are beautiful. And they all hinge on loving your God with your whole
heart, everything that you have, and loving your neighbor. So I guess that’s what I’d say a good
Christian is, but we know in practice that I can’t love God with my entire heart for more than
maybe a few seconds. So it’s humility in that, but it’s still a call. I’d say a good Christian fears
the Lord and doesn’t take things lightly, but understands that he’s a God greater than anything
we can comprehend, but knows that we are serving a God that is personable. And that is
personal.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
To equip the congregation, to equip the people so that they’re able to go and they’re able to
speak truth and they’re able to do it in knowledge and in love. So like, a college pastor is able to
equip, whether it’s through, “Let me point you in the direction of these books, let me point you
in the direction of these other teachers, let me give this to you on whatever night, let me give you
a Christian worldview.” So I guess that would be a better answer, to say let me help you form
how you view the world, so you have a worldview, so you have a grid through which you push
everything you go through. And it’s gospel-centered, and it’s loving, and it’s something that is
considered truth.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
I think it’s to convict. I think it’s to encourage, I think it’s to teach head knowledge, I think it’s to
teach heart knowledge, which I wouldn’t say there’s a distinction between the two but on popular
culture, head and heart knowledge. I guess those are the big things, and they’re going to be
different for everybody every week. But it is something that delivers the beauty of Christ that is
practical to your life, that utilizes Scripture not just to say here’s something that affirms, but
exegetically draws out meaning. It’s not bad if it’s topical, but it’s something that is organic and
applicable to the people, it speaks to that congregation. And it’s something that a pastor is going
to be held to, that they have to be studying, they have to know what’s going on, they have to be
prayerfully considering what they speak because those words are on them for eternity after they
come out of their mouth.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Yes, I do agree with that statement. To a point. So yes, here’s why and no, here’s why. It’s much
easier to be encouraged, it’s much easier to go to church and feel good about what you’re doing
until you come to that point where the rubber meets the road and you don’t know how to think
about your situation, you don’t know how to think about suffering, you don’t know how to think
about sin, you don’t know anything that’s going to cause adversity in your life. So in that, no, I
don’t think people just like to be encouraged because they know that life isn’t only encouraging.
And you know that the church is here to teach what the Bible teaches because the Bible isn’t
always encouraging. The Bible will break my heart as much as it makes it light and joyful. So I
suppose that’s the role of a sermon, and that deep down is the desire, I would hope, of Christians
is to be taught and to know that everything they are hearing has a purpose to refine them so that
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they reflect Jesus’ image more and more.
12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?

Corporate worship I would consider singing, dancing, coming together as a body and
acknowledging God’s greatness in praise. There is a, I guess, a big, perhaps tension in my life
when I’m worshipping corporately and I don’t enjoy it, and I don’t delight in God’s presence, so
working through that and knowing that “I am here and I am in your presence, I’m
acknowledging that I’m in your presence right now because I’m in your presence all the time”
and I’m not delighting in that, so there’s a tension. And so it helps to sing and to say those words
and to be with fellow believers that know that also. Big picture, I would say that worship is
everything that I do, because I’m called to transform my mind and to walk in a worshipful
manner in spirit and in truth, and I’m worshipping my God in that way. So whether I’m eating or
I’m drinking, I’m doing it to the glory of God. So glorifying God is worship. Brewing beer is
worship. Doing schoolwork is worship, because I know that I can’t do those things without his
grace, without his provision, without knowledge that has come from him, which he has created.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
Positive definition of orthodoxy would be adhering to both Biblical teaching and ecumenical
church, not law, but understanding of who God is. So orthodoxy would be understanding the
trinity, which the Bible doesn’t speak on directly, but church councils have refined that to a point
that it’s okay, this is what’s orthodox about God. Walking in a traditional manner in the
understanding of God, based on the Bible and based on men that have gone before. It’s
something that is, that in my mind are close-handed issues, that the church has, for centuries, for
millennia, agreed upon. And that those are set, not in a prideful way, but in a way that “Lord, if
there’s something that needs to change, change this but there’s been time and time again that
we’ve given this to you and you have not drawn us to a different conclusion,” so we are going to
know these things as truth, humbly, and we’re going to adhere to them. Orthodoxy in a negative
sense, it would be seen as something that’s non-forgiving, that is stiff and rigid, and that requires
the believer to walk in a set of rules. So that orthodoxy would be orthodoxy slash legalism, that
you are required to walk in this law because the grace of Christ has been diminished, so you have
to adhere to these things so you can maintain your status with God.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes. I do believe that the Bible is inerrant. I believe that it’s inspired by the Holy Spirit and
written down by the hands of men across generations and that God bound those things together,
that the canon is something that is very specific to the needs of in the beginning Jews and in the
end the church. And that Old Testament and New Testament both hold the same status as
inerrant writings that are from God. I think that there’re many different forms of writings, that
there’s poetry, that there’s history, that there’s teaching, that there’s doctrine, and all of those
things speak truth about God. That the Bible is the highest authority on which we have to
understand the world, that it’s not going to say everything about science, but if it contradicts
science, there’s something that is broken in our understanding. So I would say that Genesis is
what Genesis says it is, that it is the story of Creation, that it tells that because God knew that he
can communicate to us in this way and that it’s affirmed from beginning of Old Testament,
middle of Old Testament, things that the New Testament says, that that creation story is there
and it’s not just these gleanings from another culture. But that it is God’s word and it is inerrant
and it will be proved as truth.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
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Yes. Heaven, my understanding of heaven is, I’m not sure, I have no idea what heaven is. But
currently I would say, in our time when somebody dies, and somebody is a Christian, they are
under Christ, that they go to heaven in spirit, so their spirit goes to heaven and resides with God
until the day of judgment, until the day of resurrection when all bodies are made new and
everything is redeemed fully and completely. And that heaven is brought to earth where Jesus
reigns as king and everything is created new. That it’s only for those that are followers of Jesus
Christ. So in contrast to that, hell is for everyone that is not a believer in Jesus Christ and it’s a
place of eternal wrath and torment. And we don’t like to talk about it because it’s not nice, but
it’s something that vitally important to maintaining an integrity and an understanding of God’s
character. It’s nothing more than God being just, God being holy, being completely one with
who he is. I deserve hell as much as the murderer that’s in jail right now, but by God’s grace,
Jesus took my place in that, in God’s wrath, and he suffered it for me. I don’t know why he did,
but he did and so the hell, the punishment, the wrath for eternity that I deserve was poured out on
Jesus and now I have legal standing as a justified man before God, because the price has been
paid. That’s not the case for people that do go to hell. So yeah.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
I think that all things that are true are from God. So that would be truth with a capital T, so if to
say, if Buddhism says it’s good to relax and take a break from things, I would say yes, that’s true
and that the Bible speaks on that also. But if you learn that through Buddhism and you take that
into the Christian faith, then it’s true, not because it’s Buddhist, but because it is something that
is fundamentally from the Lord. I think that religions of the world, outside of Christianity, are
distortions of God’s truth and so truth is not readily present there. They reflect a desire of
humanity for truth, for a God that is bigger than all of these things and more personal than all of
these things that we deal with. And so if truth is present, it’s from the Lord and if it affirms who
God is, but I would say truth is rarely, if ever present in other religions, and that they do not
reflect the one true God, they reflect distortions, perversions of him. And that you can’t come to
Jesus through other religions, that it is only for Christianity. If you want to call it whatever, it’s
still Christianity, it’s still Jesus’ religion. It’s not Buddhism, it’s not Islam, it’s not atheism, it’s
not Mormonism, it’s Christianity.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Yes. So the way that I understand God is through special revelation, which is through his
Scripture, which has been maintained since it was written and still reflects the same truth. But..
in its original intention, it’s through natural revelation. So special revelation is something that
has been given to the entire world and it is the Bible, and I can’t know God as God is without
Scripture. That it’s imperative to living as a mature Christian. Or striving to be a mature
Christian, because it is something that fills my mind and is constantly renewing it. A huge verse
is Romans 12:1-2, and I have to be constantly renewing my mind because it’s so broken, it’s so
fallen, it’s so filled with things that aren’t God. So Scripture is huge. But nature speaks to God
and I think based on Romans 1, that everybody, man and woman, has received natural revelation.
That they know who God is through nature and that they actively deny it in their hearts, and that
they suppress that truth and so it’s no longer a reflection of God like it was intended to be.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

Yes. Um, I guess starting out Francis Chan was very influential, in just understanding God’s
love, and that was kind of an introduction into a combination of yes, this is a God who loves and
this is a God who is good, but this is real life and there are consequences to things, there are hard
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answers to hard questions. So from there, Mark Driscoll was very prominent in my
understanding of my Christianity. As I’ve grown, there are things that I’m not crazy about but
I’ve learned a lot from Mark Driscoll. CS Lewis is incredible, Mere Christianity was really big.
But as I’ve grown and as I’ve learned as a believer, it’s moved in a direction that is towards more
traditional, more Reformed teachers, and so Francis Schaeffer has been huge in being able to
understand the gospel as creation, fall, redemption, to understand culture as something that is
fallen but reflects God in some way (indistinct speech). RC Sproul has been big, his book the
Holiness of God is an integral part to understanding who God is and complete faculty as much as
a man possibly could. So more on the traditional side is where I’ve leaned in reading books. I’ve
stayed away from, well that’s not true. I’ve tried to read critical both traditional and non-
traditional authors, so I’ve read Rob Bell, I’ve read parts of McManus, I’ve read parts of the
Shack, I’ve read all of these mainstream Christian books. And I’ve read, like I said, both
traditional and non-traditional critically and tried to figure out what’s going on, what reflects my
highest authority of truth the best. But I’ve relied heavily on Christian books, on commentaries,
trusting that these men have been given more knowledge, more understanding than what I have,
and not just going on my own interpretation, but going on them who have gone before me.
Standing on the shoulders of giants that I can see farther.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I’m going to say both, I’m going to be difficult and say both. Because a Christian carries
both…you’re a warrior and your fighting for truth, you’re fighting what is against your
God…you’re guarding your vegetables, your spiritual fruit…warrior and gardener.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

Yes I do think there’s a difference. Belief far about experience, but experience validates belief.
So belief is integral to being able to frame an experience, because I know that I’ve been misled
by a lot of experiences. Sophomore year in the Annex house was a lot of experience stuff, and a
lot of the things that went on, in retrospect, I wasn’t comfortable with. But it was good
experience. It wasn’t founded on any concrete belief and so I’ve experienced those things again
with a concrete belief of something that is not in stone, but is more foundational to my
understanding of God. And that experience has been more fruitful and has been something that
I’ve been more okay with and more okay with sharing with others. Because we’re still fallen, I
think experience can be distorted, and it can be used in some way in that something that isn’t
good can be masked as something that is good. So there has to be that belief and that knowledge
of Scripture, what’s going on, so that belief can be used as good. Because we know that God is
personal, and we do experience him in really concrete ways in this life. So we are knowing these
things about God but it can’t be the only thing, there has to be a foundation before that.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

As I was learning things, I was really excited to share them with my friends, with people around
me, to speak up real quick. But I soon learned that people didn’t appreciate that, nobody likes to
be talked at. People like to have conversation and people like to share what they think too. So a
big part of my growing as a Christian has been to hear what other people think, and if there’s an
opportunity to offer what I think. The biggest thing is that if I understand what they think, I know
what to say and what’s going to be beneficial than just saying something that may be
detrimental. Because like I said, I can run my mouth and not think before I act, before I speak.
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So asking questions has been really big, to understand where you’re coming from and relate, and
then speak and share because you matter, because you are God’s creation, and it’s not just this
truth that matters. That it’s you and it’s this truth that’s going to affect you. Another has been, I
want to learn from you, I want to see how you see and allow those to poke at what I believe, and
to build them up, to chip away at them a little bit, while still being guarded and knowing that
through studying things I’m okay with what I believe, so I can hear things that in line with that
and be okay with it and still love you. But that’s where I’m at now.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

I would say holy is probably, right now, at the forefront of my mind. Just would follow, merciful,
gracious, loving. Omniscient, omnipotent, omnipresent are probably the big three which are
reflected in me. Righteous, eternal, and let’s finish off with sovereign… Yes, I would say I’m not
the only one to see God in that way. I think that those first two probably aren’t as readily, I’d say
the third, fourth and fifth ones are what’s really focused on. And the last one is the most
confusing.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Humility is the first thing. And knowledge of what the Bible teaches, because the Christianity
that we know probably isn’t the Christianity that is perceived, so being able to speak to that to a
culture that hates that. And it’s imperative that it’s done humbly. Those are probably the biggest
two.

24. Any final thoughts?
No…
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“Adam” 01/21/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Yep. I’m 21 from Boulder; I’ve grown up going to a Presbyterian church my whole life. Did all
sorts of youth ministry type things, and am currently am a youth ministry leader. I studied
religion for 2 years at Westmont College, specifically Christian non-denominational theology.
I’m an accounting and finance major, going to do a masters program.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I did grow up in church. I grew up going to First Presbyterian Church in Boulder. My real
journey of faith probably started in middle school when I started going to youth group. Yeah, I
would say that I claimed my faith as my own and not my parents’ right before my freshman year
of high school, and then it has been, it was awesome throughout high school, I was very involved
in that type of youth ministry stuff, like a classic Christian kid. Then at Westmont, I have had a
falling out with Christianity. I still believe in most Christian dogmas, and it was not so much a
falling out of faith as sort of being disillusioned to what the majority of Christians are like in the
world and how I could reconcile that with my beliefs. And I’m currently being less pessimistic
about that and trying to start my journey of faith over and rebuild, make it good again, I don’t
know, something like that.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
I have many non-Christian friends. Depending on your definition of non-Christian, more if you
just say people that are quote un-quote Catholic through Mormon.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
I do. I don’t really think, I think it gives us different viewpoints on certain things, but not
necessarily irreconcilable differences in viewpoints. And I enjoy hearing their thoughts on
things, and I think that it, I think it’s important to have that conversation. It’s good.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
Well… the gospel, for me, I guess it is more taken from, I don’t know. The gospel for me is not
simply the book of John where Jesus is all lovely dovey and all that great stuff, but I also think of
the gospel a lot in terms of the synoptic Gospels and the person of Jesus, who he was in his
Jewish context. And so for me the gospel is a man that came, that lived 2,000 years ago, died
1,900 years ago and who came as the Messiah, came as one to set free, came as one not to be
powerful in the sense that he was thought to be powerful, but one that came to try and stop the
bleeding of the world. To try and comfort those that needed to be comforted and rebuke those
that needed to be rebuked. And I guess I see the gospel as the good news, or as news that should
be good, but is often thought to be bad because of the misunderstanding of who was Jesus was
particularly within his Jewishness.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
Well, that’s a big question. I think it depends a lot on where you live, what I guess denomination
of people you’re talking about. I’d say on the whole Christianity is generalized as being very
hateful, very anti-homosexual, anti-I don’t know, just not very accepting. Often seen as ignorant
of science. But I also see Christianity, in a more location specific ways, breaking those in many
places, of being people that do care, that don’t condemn but try and carry on a conversation as to
just what life is about, I guess.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

Well, to me it would be, it would not be a large group of people meeting in a quote un-quote
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church, it would more of a house church setting that’s very personal, that’s very focused on
helping other members of the group. It would be a group of people that didn’t just follow a
pastor blindly, that would question everything, that it would be a conversation, which is kind of
ironic considering what this is about. But not necessarily the quote un-quote emerging church, it
would be a church that draws heavily on the tradition of Christianity, particularly Protestant
Christianity. That would take the Bible at face value, would see it both as something to be looked
at for secret theological meaning but also something that maybe he just said give everything
away, so maybe that’s what he meant when he said give everything away. Yeah, it’d be a group
of people that cared about what went on outside of their group, that they would be internally
focused when they needed to be, but they would be loving to anyone or anything outside of that,
that they would want to invite people that have vastly different beliefs to come and talk and
debate. And to reconcile. I guess my ideal one would particularly involve a lot of reconciliation
with the homosexual community…

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
Oh man, a quote un-quote good Christian to me looks like someone that doesn’t really think for
themselves, that follows a pastor or leader blindly in many aspects and simply puts Christianity
into a checklist. It makes it “I can’t drink or do whatever” and makes it very first century Jewish.
And just, to me, doesn’t really get it, doesn’t really get what Jesus was all about, and are really
missing the mark as to what a true Christian is…[a true Christian is] someone that just I guess
knows Jesus both through the Bible, through communities, through prayer and tries to emulate
the type of life he lived, not in a “Don’t do things” type of mentality, but of “I want to do this
instead, I want to help this person instead” of do whatever.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I think it’s an extremely important position, one that shouldn’t be taken lightly. I see them as not
necessarily an important mediary between God and the church, but as someone that is more
intentional about it. As someone that wants, at the deepest of their occupation I guess, to help
people in their faith, whether that be getting them to question their faith or getting them to go do
churchy things more. But they’re someone that should have an intimate knowledge, not only of
the Bible but where it came from, how it came about, how it was written, as well as church
history and a knowledge of the tradition and how it’s changed. And how it can still be changed.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
…As in what is the purpose of a sermon in a church across America, or what a sermon could
be… I guess, I see the purpose of a sermon as being a starting point, as being something to start
conversation. I don’t think that it’s something, I don’t think it was ever meant to be one person
standing up on their soapbox talking at people telling them how to live their life better, as it
could be one person that leads a discussion of how to live life in general. How to steer clear of
certain things, yes, but also how to be, I guess.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

I would agree with that, mostly because preaching just has a much more negative connotation of
being told that, or of being condemned. I think it more has a connotation of kind of super
conservative Christianity that only tells you what you’re doing wrong. And it’s very non-
personal so I think people would much rather be encouraged or rebuked or something like that
because it’s much more personal, and that personal mixture, it just makes it less condemning and
makes it more, I don’t know the word. But yeah.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?



114

Well, I think that anything and everything can be worship. I think that given the right mentality,
even the most mundane things like tying your shoe could become worship. I don’t think it’s
something that is really obtainable, but there is the, there is a chance to be worshipful in any
setting because worship at it’s core is simply acknowledging something or validating and giving
it it’s worth. So as long as you are thinking of, in this case God, Jesus, Spirit, whoever you will,
it’s just being mindful of them in everyday tasks. I do think that there are things that are
considered more worshipy, like singing, often journaling and praying, and I do think that those
are great ways to worship and I love to worship in those ways, but I also try not to limit myself to
that narrow of a view of worship.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
Um orthodoxy. I guess for me when I think of orthodoxy, I more think the Eastern Orthodox
church. And a lot of, I think a lot of what eastern orthodoxy can add to western Christianity. So I
guess, part of it would be icons, things like that, but at its core orthodoxy just being… I guess it
being a more core, more central, more classic, I guess.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Well, I do believe that it’s, I believe that it’s God-inspired, that it’s authoritative, and that it’s
true. I also believe that it’s written by man in a certain time, in a certain place, in a certain way.
There’s reasons why it’s written the way it is and because it’s written by a human it’s not
dictated, it’s many times simply a letter that there are not errors, but there are certain
discrepancies that just a base of view of it would make it look like it is flawed, that it contradicts
itself, but that is taken without knowing the full story, without knowing the context.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Good question, well, I definitely believe in heaven. I don’t believe that it is, I believe it’s a place
many will go for a time, it’s not the end destination, it’s the place of God now. But it will not
always be that way. Hell, I mean I definitely believe there was a garbage dump outside of
Jerusalem, which is most commonly translated as hell, but I also think there’s a place for the
devil, for fallen angels, and for those that know the truth and choose to mislead others. I don’t
believe that if you aren’t a quote un-quote Christian you’ll go to hell, I think that’s a very non-
traditional understanding of hell. It’s not also really what Jesus was talking about or John or
Jude. Yeah but I believe heaven is now but it will be merged with earth in unknown time,
possibly 10 seconds from now, possibly a thousand years from now, I don’t know. But that it
will be merged with earth in a way that we can never comprehend until it happens and that it is
being merged with earth and that you can see glimpses of heaven, you can see shadows of it,
reflections of it.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Most definitely, particularly through Judaism and Islam, mostly because they’re talking about the
same guy. But I also think, as it talks about in Romans, that you can see God through nature and
so people have seen God and have personified him into different deities and there is truth in what
these religions say, but it’s just not the truth. And it is flawed, but there is some good stuff in
there.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
I would say when I was younger, experiencing God was. It was church trips, camps, mission
trips, stuff like that. As I’ve gotten older it’s become much more Scripture-based, much more
knowledge-based I guess.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
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influential to your faith?
I have. The most influential book on my faith would be, the most influential author on my faith
would be NT Wright, the bishop of Dunham, I believe, in England. He’s an Oxford scholar, he’s
awesome. But his book Simply Christian, which is very similar to Mere Christianity, just new
and less scientific, has shaped a lot of my basic theology. Surprised by Hope, which is a book
about the Jewish belief of heaven and all that, has shaped a lot of my heavenly theology…but
then also books like And Now I Believe: A Theology of Transformation by Baron, who is a
Catholic priest, has shaped a lot of Nicean tradition in a much more important way, as well as
just some solid base theology… Heresies and How to Avoid Them which was great. It was
helpful in seeing small ways that one can get off track and where it can lead. To a lesser a extent
books by people like Rob Bell. I guess they are influential, but I don’t agree with many things he
says, but I guess they influenced me that way somewhat. Hm, what’s a good one, there’s just so
many. NT Wright’s Justification has been good, I haven’t finished it, but it’s looking at
justification as shown in the synoptic gospels versus Paul and how they’re the same even though
they look really different. So that one’s pretty solid. I guess, it’s not necessarily a book, but a
lecture type thing slash paper would be Learning About Kinetic Christology from Telfod Work,
professor of Theology at Westmont. Kinetic Christology is the study of Philippians 2:7 which is
about saying God emptied himself when he took on human form and kind of explaining why
Jesus didn’t know the time and the place and other things that point to him being more human
than divine, and the whole human and divine at the same time craziness. Don’t remember the
name of it, but my New Testament textbook, it was pretty good. Another NT Wright book
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus which talked about Jesus in his Jewish culture. That’s good
enough.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I don’t know if that’s really a fair question, I think that they are equally important. I think there’s
a time and a place where the Christian needs to be a warrior… whether that means being like
Joshua and killing everybody or prayer warrior or whatever. But there’s also times where they
need to be a gardener who is gentle and pays attention to the details and nurtures. There’s just a
time and place for both.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I guess I would take belief first. I think they are different. I think experience is fantastic and great
and just really cool, but also harder to see the truth in sometimes. More easily skewed by the
situation. I think belief is as well, but there’s, like it’s easier to check beliefs against tradition,
against the Bible, whereas experience it is less clear sometimes and takes more of a judgment
call.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Hearing what they have to say. I don’t think that, well I don’t want to tell anyone what I believe
unless I’ve heard what they believe. Partially just because I think it’s really interesting and
partially because there’s no adequate way to tell them what you believe unless you know their
story. Yeah just to know how to tell them what you believe.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

My all time personal favorite way to describe God is bad ass. He’s a cool guy, he throws down,
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but he also can not throw down. I mean, cliché ones like loving, caring, yeah. Pretty much every
word, every adjective. Jesus experienced all human emotions, he’s understood that, he gets
angry, he isn’t necessarily angry but he can get angry…I would say that a lot of people perceive
God as angry, as distant, unloving. And then if you talk to Christian people they would say
loving, but still probably distant.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I think the most important thing would be Christians being aware of not just the negative
stereotypes, but why there are those negative stereotypes. Books like Unchristian, which is
difficult to read because it’s boring as hell, I think it’s a good starting place for a conversation for
Christians to apologize where they need to, and to stand their ground where they need to. Yeah,
to be willing to be open, not to compromise, but to be open. To listen, to ask to have the
conversations, not ask to tell people that what they believe is wrong but ask to be all pluralist and
whatnot. Yeah just kind of more like Jesus.

24. Any final thoughts?
I’m sure I do but not off the top of my head.
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“Megan” 01/19/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

My name’s “Megan,” I am 21 years old, and I come from Arvada Colorado. I have two parents, a
mom and a dad, who are still together and wonderful and a sister who is 19, almost 20. I think
my family is really important to my identity… I want to be a teacher… I like to scrapbook and
read. Oh, and I like to bake.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
Yes, actually my mom worked in a church and she was a teacher at the church that I went to
school, and church, and daycare, and bible study, so I was at that school even before I started
going to school every day since I was born. So I was really involved in that church, called Cherry
Hills Christian Church in Highlands Ranch, it’s huge. Such a big part of my childhood,
especially with… I remember we memorized verses every week and Bible stories and I loved it.
I felt at home there. And when we moved, when I was in 4th grade, then I started not being as
involved in a church, because my parents stopped going to church. That continued until middle
school and then I started going to youth group through high school and college.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes, but I would say that my best, dearest friends are Christian. But I do have acquaintances that
are not Christian.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Um, yeah, and I think partially because the reason why I have them are from other things in
common. Like, I would say a lot of my friends from school are non-Christian and I relate to them
because they’re in all my education classes, so we all love kids and we love teaching. So we have
other passions that keep us relating.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
Okay. I believe that the gospel is God’s truth, and is a story of Jesus Christ who was born on this
earth to save… through his life and death there became a closing of the gap between God and
man. And through Jesus Christ and his blood, there is the idea of redemption. So that’s what I
think the gospel is.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role do is play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I think it’s hard when you’re apart of the Christian culture to think about how it’s portrayed to
other cultures. I mean, probably not always positively. I think, maybe the idea of perfection,
sometimes, and having it all together. I don’t know, it’s a really good question… I feel like I’m
pulling it out some of my family members who aren’t Christian, my mom’s side of the family.
And I think when they think of Christians, they think of people who have it all together and who
are fake and who…my uncle constantly talks about Christians as Bible-thumpers. So, I think
that’s often portrayed, as kind of these kind of high up people who don’t relate to other people
because they’re perfect and they do everything right.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

I guess when I look for a church, I look for people who when I walk into a room I feel like I can
relate to them and it’s interesting because, lately, part of that is having people from all different
age groups and places. I like kind of knowing that even though we coming from different places
in our lives that the church is a way we can all come together. So I think people in the church are
what I look for. And as far as what I’d want to be taught, I think I’d want a pastor or someone I
respect that could stand up and talk about real life. I think, just to talk about the Bible and use the
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Bible to clarify things that are going on in our world today. And I think, also, something
important for me is the worship in a church, and like being able to worship through music or
videos or people telling their stories.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
Oh, I don’t like that question. I, most of my life, was referred to as the “goody goody Christian
girl,” and I hate it because I’m so not that. I guess ideally a good Christian would be someone
who is quiet about it. Like someone who is serving the Lord but not in a way that anyone else
could really know other than the fact that it’s blatant in the way they live and doesn’t need to be
said or spoken. And maybe a good Christian would be someone who loves people well, but I
think even that would be cliché in a way.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
To be able to, like I guess a leader would be able to walk in front or lead people towards truth. A
good leader would be someone who is kind of more knowledgeable or in a place that can bring
other people towards what they know, so they would use their own experiences or things they’ve
learned and know to help other people attain that knowledge or something.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
To talk about something in the Bible and make it applicable to the people that are listening. So
they would take that audience and relate something in a way that they would know more about it.
Like teaching. And I think and the purpose also would be, like… I think that the sermons I like
are people that use their own experiences to relate another avenue towards understanding it.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Yes, I agree with that statement because I feel like if someone just preaches at you, it’s almost as
if they’re standing above you, like telling you what you need to know where being able to
encourage is like coming alongside you and walking with you through something, at least in my
own opinion or life. I feel like I’d much rather have someone say, “Lauren, I know that this is
hard, let me encourage you through this,” and while imparting knowledge or being able to help
you through something. But not necessarily saying “You need to do this and this is the way you
can get better.”

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think worship can be, and I’m learning, that it can be so much more than just the typical, like in
a sanctuary type of worship. I think for me, even being with people that I love talking about
Jesus or walking on a hike in the gorgeous mountains or singing in my car or even cooking with
friends, all of those things can be worship. And I think it’s more of a mindset or a place in your
heart where you’re just enjoying and loving your life and therefore thanking God for what you
get to do, whether it’s like being free and running through a field or in a sanctuary singing for
him. So I think worship is so much more than the action a lot of times, I think it’s more of where
your heart is and being in awe and reverence of God and in that, loving him through just daily
life.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I’m not very good with things like this. I don’t really know… The one time I hear that word is
like Greek Orthodoxy, like a type of religion.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes. I do actually. I think that I believe that the Bible is definitely inspired by God and even
though he used people to write it, I believe that it’s his truth and I don’t believe there’s any errors
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in it.
15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?

I believe in heaven and hell, even though sometimes the idea of it is kind of scary how I believe
it is totally black or white, which is weird because I don’t always live that way. But I believe that
when you die, based on your relationship with Jesus Christ and whether or not you believe in
him, you go to heaven or you go to hell. And in heaven you get to spend the rest of eternity
worshipping God and in hell, unfortunately, you don’t. You’re separated from God and it’s
scary.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Yes, actually I do. I think that it’s interesting when I have started learning about other religions
because I think it only strengthens my belief in God. Because I think a lot of times you can see
where every person in this world has a longing for God, and I think it’s cool that it’s beyond our
culture or our belief, and the fact that even across the world there are people that want to worship
and are desiring to have an ultimate God that they go to. So I think it’s kind of cool when you
compare religions, I think it proves that there’s something deep within in us that has such a
desire to worship God. That, in itself, teaches me more about… through people’s actions and the
way that they live shows more about how God created them to want him.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
I think they’re kind of hard to compare. Because I think, even experiencing God can be through
Scripture. And I think in my life, like when I’ve been on mission work or have just been hit in
the face with God’s truth, sometimes those things are only completely processed in me through
Scripture. So I think they work hand in hand, but I don’t really know if it’s one or the other.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

Right now I’m reading Francis Chan’s Crazy Love. I’ve read… actually I’ve read a lot of
Christian books and I think I got burned out after awhile. And I think earlier in my faith I would
rely on that more than reading the Bible. So when I was in middle school and I was reading all of
the silly, well sorry, silly in my own opinion, but all of those books that are like “Falling in love
with Jesus instead of a man” or all of the teenage books about how you don’t need a guy. Or
Point of Grace had a book or devotional and I did all of those when I was in middle school and
early high school. So, I think now I’m more interested in C. S. Lewis even though I’ve never
read a whole book of his… but I’ve read The Ragamuffin Gospel. I also read another book,
Searching For Significance but I don’t remember the author of that. And then I’ve read
Redeeming Love and Captivating…but some of those books I feel like are more corny than just
straight theory, and I’m kind of more interested in hearing a really smart man like Henri Nouwen
or C. S. Lewis tell me more rather than just read about how we should be comforted by God and
not a guy.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

Like me, a warrior or a gardener? I think a warrior, kind of. Like I feel like it’s interesting how
much of being a Christian is kind of like a battle, like fighting so much of my own human flesh
and desires or fighting against the tendencies of this world and this culture. So I feel like, in
order for me to be a good Christian or to be someone who is following and seeking hard after
God, I need to fight for it more than I need to tend flowers. But I think also that could just be the
point that I’m at right now. I feel like right now Christianity to me is not so loving and happy,
it’s been kind of hard lately, so I’ve seen myself need to fight for it and really decide and
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commit, as opposed to tend flowers and happy warm feelings. That’s not where I’m at right now
in my own life.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

So which is more important to me, experience or belief? Experience meaning like, experiencing
God and belief meaning believing he’s there even when I don’t experience him? Oh, um, I think
that’s a really hard question. I feel like maybe it’s belief because I think, at least in my walk,
there’s been short glimpses of experiencing him. Sometimes it’s been months at a time and other
times it’s been like a little glimmer of light, and a long haul of hardships sometimes. So I think
that having that belief is more, I don’t know if I like more important, but I think it helps me in
the long run, because even when I don’t see a lightning bolt moment of God, I still believe that
he’s true. And through that belief, it can help me get through the times of empty experience.
Without God, you know what I mean. Even though he’s there I think it’s just my own eyes not
seeing him there… I think… experience is more in your life and things happening to alter what
you’re doing, and belief is more of a foundational… the ground that you’re walking on. Like I
believe this so this is the way that I’m going about my life and experience is altering that.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Hearing what they have to say. I think partially because sometimes, like right now, I don’t totally
feel confident talking about what I believe. Like… I think I doubt it or I feel like what I believe
isn’t right or eloquent or it doesn’t sound good when I say it out loud, so sometimes I take a
tendency just to sit back and listen to someone else. Because maybe I have more confidence in
them than I do in myself sometimes.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Um, Father. Redeemer. I definitely see God as a light in my life, and I see him as someone who
has rescued me. All-knowing. Powerful. Sometimes scary. And protector…Depends on the
person. Some people that I’m walking with, like some of my best friends or people that are in my
core group (Bible study) or places like that, I think they see God as those things. But I think that
culture and society might not.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I think it has a lot to do with individual relationships. I think that, as with many stereotypes, you
almost have to meet a person who goes against that stereotype to change your view or to open
your view. So I think that if more people, including myself, were more open to reach out to
bubbles outside of Christian communities, and just sat down and had conversations then that
would be a start. And I think the other thing is, and myself included, to stop trying to be so
perfect or have it all together, because I think that’s a quick turn off when a Christian claims that
they know the truth or whatever and then they totally screw up or do something really stupid. Or
sin, which we all are going to do, but without claiming that that’s why they need a savior and
that they are flawed, sinful people. I think it is such a turn off. I think it starts on a smaller
individual level.

24. Any final thoughts?
No, I don’t.
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“Pam” 01/25/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

I’m from Colorado, I went to Christian school in Colorado Springs. I have one brother who’s
younger and one sister who’s older, my parents are still together. I’m a junior in the school of
journalism…

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I did, I grew up in a very Christian household, like Christian grandparents on both sides. So it’s
something I was kind of born into, I guess, and something I grew up learning from, like I said, I
went to Christian school, so I guess it was always something I was knew about and always a big
part of my life. And it became really personal to me, I would say, in middle school probably for
the first time. Or I mean, even in elementary really, I feel like I always felt like a personal
connection when I read the Bible and prayed and things like that. And always felt personal
responsibility for my faith and my decisions and things like that. And I definitely had some low
points in high school where I was really unsure and doubting a lot of my faith, and wondered if it
was real or if it was just something I was trained to believe. So yeah, my last year of high school
is probably when I started to have a face off or whatever with my faith and just kind of decided
that I didn’t think  that it was for me and I didn’t think that God really cared about me. Like I
believed in him and I believed it was all true, but I didn’t believe it was going to do anything for
me personally, so I just kind of rejected it for awhile. Then a few months went by and during that
time, I guess my heart just kind of changed toward how I felt about God and how I felt about the
Bible, and it became where I couldn’t deny that God actually did know me and see me personally
and care about me personally. And I just couldn’t deny that he wanted me and like he wanted to
know me. So then I guess I came back to the faith or whatever, like 100% and I have just been
growing since then.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
I do.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yeah, on most levels. Because that’s something that I’m kind of learning right now is, yes, I can
relate to them, but no I’m never going to fully fit in with them and I’m never going to fully feel
understood and at home and natural with them because it’s such a huge, I mean it’s the whole
paradigm that your life is based on is different, and you can’t get around that, you know. Yeah, I
can relate to them on day to day things but I’ll never, like there’s never going to fully, or near or
whatever, between me and them because of that.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
I would say the gospel is just Christ and like what he’s done for people. You know dying, and
being resurrected, I think the resurrection is an opportunity for people to view that and have faith
in that. So sharing the gospel can look like a lot of different things. It can be saying just that, just
very plainly just the story of Jesus, or it can be just wherever the person is on their journey. I
think people go from A to Z when it comes to salvation, and if they’re at A all you can do is
bring them to B, you can’t bring them to Z because they have to go through all of those other
steps. So I think if you just kind of listen to God and see, I think he’ll show you what the next
step is for that person, you know. And maybe it’s not talking about Jesus, maybe it’s talking
about something completely different, like God as a father and their father and getting into a
conversation about that. That can be sharing the gospel also.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role does it play, what associations do you make with that
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brand?)-PI accidentally skipped question-
7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service

there be like?
I think it would be very, like emphasize teaching the Bible, not like just a verse here and a verse
there like a good idea here and there, but really like going into the Bible and using large chunks
or large passages, like the complete story instead of just verses, that’s important to me. So it’d be
a place that does that, it would be a place that is really accepting and really welcoming and
always reaching out to bring new people in. And to make people feel welcomed. It would have a
priority of giving to the community that it’s in, to like the poor and to children and things like
that. That would have to be a huge priority of the tithe and things like that. Yeah, I guess those
are the main things.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
I don’t know, that’s a hard question. I guess good Christians are usually people that seem to do
the right things, but I don’t know if that’s necessarily what matters. It’s more like, if your heart is
in the right place and if you’re living right before God when no one else can see, you know. So
only God really knows, I guess, what good Christians are.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I would say someone that could be an example. Like it talks in the Bible about how leaders need
to be living a higher standard for their life, that they need to have certain qualities like patience
and godliness and holiness, that they definitely need to be, I mean I know that they’re not
perfect, but they do need to have a higher standard for their life than I think other people do. And
they really need to focus on people, not on accomplishments or principles or numbers, but really
they need to be focused on people because they’re compared to like shepherds in the Bible, and
they really care for their sheep, so leaders should really care for the people that are in, you know,
their church or their group or whatever.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
Hm. I guess to build people in their faith, so to make them grow in some way or like become
stronger in some way or more equipped in some way. So just a message that’s like relevant and
inspires some kind of change or some kind of revelation to happen. Or maybe it’s something that
people already know that’s really clear but just bringing that up again, just yeah. And centered
around the Bible, obviously, so like highlighting parts of the Bible or messages that are in the
Bible. It’s a hard question.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Not necessarily, because I think it, I know for me personally sometimes I do want to be preached
at. Like if I feel like I’m in a rut, I want to know how to get out of there, not just being
encouraged, you know. And so yeah everyone does want to be encouraged, but they also want to
be, I guess, preached at. They want to know how they can change because they’re not happy. I
mean if everyone’s happy with their lives, why would you bother with stuff like this? So I think
people want to see where they can change, like not in a really harsh way, you know they don’t
want to be insulted, but I think they do want to hear the hard things sometimes. Like people need
that.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think that almost anything can be worship. If it glorifies God and it’s something that you love,
I’m not like particularly artistic or whatever, but I think it’d be cool to worship God through art
or things like that. I just, I like music like that’s, I really connect to God in that way. And I like
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starting church off with worship services or ending with worship services. And yeah, I don’t
know what else to say… I definitely prefer it to be like reverent, you know. It can be silly songs
and it can be like jumping around and that’s fine, but if people aren’t serious. Like I don’t think
worship should be, Oh let’s sing all of these secular songs and just like mess around and not even
think about God. The purpose is that you’re worshipping God and you’re thinking about God,
that you’re not just having fun and calling it worship.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I don’t know. I don’t really know what that means. Like old-fashioned, like tradition. I think it’s
like a sect of some kind. Yeah, I don’t really know…

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

I do… I mean, there’s just so much proof of that, like it’s been translated so many times and like
a little apostrophe like here and there, there’s just been so little errors, like literally in it. And
yeah, I just don’t think it’s like a normal book, it has a lot of power and everything in it is there
for a reason. Everything in it has power.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yes. I do believe in heaven and hell. I believe that those who believe in Jesus go to heaven and
those who don’t go to hell…hell is like a lake of fire, it’s a really horrible place, you can’t leave
it once you’re there, you’re stuck. And heaven is with God. Yeah.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Yes. I do, I think not through adhering to them necessarily, but just through learning about them .
I think you can learn about God, you can learn about the way God created people, and you can
learn about the way that God created people with certain desires in order to find him, like he’s,
he created, I wouldn’t say he created people with a problem, but people have a problem and he’s
the answer. And I think through other religions you can see how people are searching for him,
you know.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
Like reading the Scripture? Because I think it’s kind of, like I experience God when I read the
Bible. So I would say both. Experiencing God with Scripture happens way more often, I think,
for me, versus experiencing God where I’m like walking along and I, and something like
happens, I mean that just doesn’t happen very often to me. I think both have been really
foundational in different ways. I think through Scripture it’s a lot more slow and it’s a lot more
subtle, and it’s something I usually don’t notice until I look back and say like “Oh I read my
bible a ton through those few months and I changed a lot and I grew a lot.” Versus like
experiencing God it’s immediately recognizable and it’s a lot more of a milestone kind of thing.
But I think the times when I’ve grown the most and I think I’ve learned the most is probably
through Scriptural times. And experiencing God through learning from the Bible is probably
when I’ve changed the most and the most like solid kind of changes.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

Yes I have. I’m reading right now a book by Leslie Ludy called Set Apart Femininity which I’m
really learning a lot from. I read a book called Victorious Christian Living by Alan Redpath (sp?)
that like changed my life… Blue Like Jazz by Donald Miller was really influential for me. Those
are the main ones I guess, and A.W. Tozer I read the Pursuit of God during high school and that
was really foundational for me. Lisa Bevere books, I love those. Yeah those are the main ones.
Oh, Captivating by John and Stasi Eldridge and Waking the Dead by John Eldridge have been
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huge books.
19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or

gardener?
Do I have to pick one? I think the warrior as far as outward living and the gardener as far inward
living. Because Biblically it’s really clear we live in the world we live in, a place that’s opposed
to us, that we need to be armed, we need to be equipped, we need to fight, for ourselves and for
others, for what we believe. But I think when the Bible talks about inward and growing in your
salvation, a gardener works a lot better because it’s a lot more of slow work and kind of
cultivating things and qualities and traits that are more like God, and like weeding out sin from
your life and keeping things healthy and keeping things growing.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I don’t know. I guess belief, but, yeah both of them can change a lot and be really inconsistent.
Like, I guess there’s a difference, you don’t always experience what you believe necessarily.
And your experiences don’t always reflect what you believe.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Probably telling them what I believe. Like I like to listen to what people have to say and stuff,
but it’s more exciting telling, like I always listen to what they have to say and stuff, but it’s a lot
more exciting telling them something that I believe can change their life. And something that I
believe they need to hear. It’s a really cool experience to get to do that, and it makes me more
confident and helps me see how God is using me, which is really cool.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

To describe God? Holy. Strong. Big. Mighty. Creator. Powerful. Good. Shepherd. Close.
Friend… No, I don’t think people see, I think even Christians don’t really see God as very big or
very great a lot of times. They just see him as sort of like a thing that you believe, sort of an
accessory to your life. I guess people just see God as this nice idea rather than actually a person,
rather than actually powerful as he is or big as he is. And I definitely don’t think people see God
as good. I think a lot of people see him as good and bad, you know just kind of human, like
fluctuating back and forth. I don’t think God is seen as how he is very clearly by many people,
even a lot of Christians.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I don’t know. I really, I mean, Christians actually dedicating themselves more to what they
believe and spending more time with God and the Bible. I think that would help the whole
situation. But I don’t know. I really don’t know.

24. Any final thoughts?
No, I don’t think so.
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“Katie” 01/20/2011
1. Tell me about yourself.

Yes, I grew up in Boulder. I’m a psychology major. I don’t have any siblings. I will be
graduating in May…

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I did grow up in the church, I grew up in the Lutheran church and Presbyterian, kind of non-
denominational. My mom is a believer and my dad is not, and I came to faith more in college,
but definitely had belief in Christ before that.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
I do. I have a lot of actually really good non-Christian friends.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
In some ways, in other ways no. I mean, not really in the area…I guess, value-wise to some
friends, yes but a lot of times no. That’s a good question, I don’t really know.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
I guess that we are fallen and God sent his son into the world in order to live a perfect life, die on
the cross in substitution for us, took on God’s wrath, and died, rose again and will come back.
And in turn, I guess, so through belief in Jesus we are found righteous in God’s sight. It’s the
good news.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role does it play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
Not in my mind, but I think in the culture it’s associated with social justice. And this idea that
everyone is on this personal journey with the Lord, which is very spiritual.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

Yeah, I think the service would be very God-exalting and glorifying, rather than glorifying man
both in worship and in sermon. And making sure that the glory of God is just throughout the
sermon and focusing on him rather than us. I think, ideally Christian community would be
something that was like very authentic and at the center of the church, including people being
able to meet each other’s needs whenever they come up, especially in the church, and also
outside the church.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
I guess, that a really… hm… I guess someone who really believes the gospel and applies it to
their life. And I think when we really believe the gospel, everything else falls into place,
including glorifying God and loving others.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I think to be a covering over the body. Including being willing and able to confront people in
conviction of sin as well as build up the body. And to present Biblical teaching in a way that’s
glorifying to God.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
For sure to exalt the Lord, but to build up the body of believers in a way that helps them to better
know Christ and walk with him and in him. But definitely not to build up people’s psyche, like I
think a lot of sermons are right now.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Yeah, do I agree that that’s true? Yes. Do I agree that that should be true? No. I mean, I think
that’s just the culture in the church today, it’s like very seeker sensitive and that’s basically being
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encouraging. I think I just don’t feel like that that’s really… I don’t feel like that’s super God-
glorifying. Because the gospel is the gospel, which is not attractive a lot of times for a lot people,
in it’s rawest form I guess.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think anything can be worship, I mean as long as you’re doing it for the glory of God. I love
singing and singing… that’s what I enjoy doing. But I think realistically, anything can be
considered, not anything but most things, if done with the right motive, can be considered
worship.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I’ve actually never ever heard that word in a sermon. So I don’t actually know what the
definition is. But I would guess that it’s probably stick closely to the teachings of the Bible, but I
don’t know. Because I just know that Orthodox Jews… I have no idea.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes. Yes, I do. I mean, I think God has shown himself… to be true in my life, and I think
debating small things is really pointless and I think that, I mean, the gospel is what it is. And
from the way that God has shown himself to myself and other people, he is who he says he is, the
gospel is what it says it is. So, I don’t know, I’m not a huge skeptic really.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
I do believe in heaven and hell. I feel like God’s going to come, well… from what I know the
Bible to say, God’s going to come back here to create a kingdom on earth. So it’s not like we’re
all going to go… I don’t know where people that die now go, and I don’t know if that’s… I don’t
think that heaven, when God is reigning, it’s not going to be this faraway place. Then, hell I
think is way, way under taught in the church and I think that’s something only recently I’ve
come to have knowledge of, I guess, and I think that came through… I think older people think
about it a lot, and so through talking to a lot older people, it’s become something that is more
real in my own knowing, I think. And that’s been a good thing, because I think when you don’t
have a knowledge of hell, it’s not at all scary. And I guess, well, obviously Revelation talks
about hell and how it’s like a lake of fire where people are burning, so that’s what I guess hell is,
but I guess some people would say it’s just separation from God which is true as well.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
I guess I feel like that’s not super necessary unless that’s like the Jews, but no, I think that since
the Bible is the word of God, there’s no reason to go to other religions to learn about God. And
that’s just one of the things in our culture that is just very seeker sensitive and very spiritual and
very open, and that’s fine but I just don’t think it’s necessary.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
I think ultimately Scripture probably. Because there have been a lot of times in my walk when I
have not experienced God, but when I think it comes down to it, I think more recently Scripture
has been much more foundational. Because experiencing the Lord is like an on and off thing for
everyone. It’s not a good measure of who the Lord is, I guess.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I have, I haven’t recently, I kind of stopped. But I really like Desiring God by John Piper as well
as How to Read the Bible for All its Worth is good, and some of Henri Nouwen’s books. A book
called when People are Big and God is Small…

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or



127

gardener?
I guess… I don’t know, maybe both. But maybe, well…I guess a gardener. I guess. I feel like
that may just be a personal thing, where I am with my walk with the Lord right now. But that’s a
hard question… a gardener, I guess because, it shouldn’t ever depend on timing or whatever, but
I think that who God’s made me to be, I feel like investing in people is where I’m at more than
the whole, let’s try to get Satan out of peoples heads.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I think I’m coming to believe that belief is the biggest thing, not experience. Although
experience can definitely help slash contribute to someone’s belief, but I really think that rightly
believing the gospel does a lot more for someone’s faith and I guess God’s glory than
experiencing God. Because that’s never a constant, as we see a lot, it gets shaken all the time.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

I think, because I really like hearing what people have to say, I guess I’m… I think I’m more
interested in hearing what people have to say, just because that’s the basis of a relationship,
which is where anything else grows out of.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Patient, which is really awesome. I guess God is a judge, and loving, and all-powerful. All-
knowing. I think of father, I think that’s one of the ways I have started viewing him as a lot
recently. Yes, some those things…I don’t think that God is really perceived as a judge or king
super a lot today, just because it’s about spiritual experience.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I feel like not putting, for all of us, if we didn’t put God in a little box, that would stop a lot of
the judgment and “I’m right” and all that, which is really what contributes to that. But also
rightly believing that God is who he says he is and that he… I don’t know that the negative
stereotype of Christians, with the exception of some people, is something that necessarily needs
to be righted. Because I feel like a lot of…well that’s not true… I think in a lot of ways that
whole negative stereotype comes from people feeling like Christianity needs to be more seeker
sensitive and I don’t really feel like that’s true. So but I also don’t think that people at Westboro
Church who are making stupid accusations about other people are right either. So in that sense, I
don’t know…

24. Any final thoughts?
No, I guess.
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“Mary” 01/24/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

I’m a sophomore at CU, I’m a history major, and I want to be a high school teacher when I
graduate. I have two brothers who are both older than me, they’re good friends of mine. I played
tennis my whole life and now I don’t anymore and I miss it something awful, but I don’t know. I
don’t really do much like that anymore. I just kind of hang out living in Boulder.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
I grew up in a church with my family. We all went to church every Sunday, and my dad was
raised Catholic but my mom was raised Lutheran, so we always went to Lutheran churches.
Yeah, I don’t know, we went every Sunday… Well, when I was in 7th grade or so, we moved, or
after we moved here to Colorado one of my neighbors took us to the first youth group I had ever
gone to and kind of introduced me to the idea of a more personal faith, rather than just a going to
church on Sunday kind of faith. So from middle school up until now I’ve just been learning
about what that means, to make your faith your own, and just I don’t know. Probably around 8th

grade is when I accepted Jesus Christ, like he is my savior and he is who I want to give my life
to. So that kind of happened in 8th grade I would say. Then from then on, I don’t know, we
stopped going to our Lutheran church because there was a lot of drama with just the pastor
resigning, I don’t know, just like a big split in my church that happened and we stopped going
there because it got really political. People were trying to push us one way or the other and we
just didn’t want to be apart of it, so we just started going to different churches and not really one
in particular. They were all just non-denominational churches around town.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Yeah. I would say so. It depends on what we’re talking about, but for the most part, there’s not a
lot of difference in the way that I talk to non-Christian friends versus Christian friends.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
The gospel is the story of Jesus’ life. When I’m telling other people about it I just explain who
Jesus is, as in he is the son of God who came to earth to bridge the gap between us and God
because there’s no other way for us to be in relationship with God if Jesus hadn’t come for us.
And just explain that his death on the cross is what reconciles us to God and makes it possible
for us to be in relationship with him and to go to heaven someday.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role does it play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
You mean like what do you think people on the outside looking in see about it? … I think that
people view Christianity as a big list of rules, just because the message, at least on campus that is
spread around by the people, the evangelists with the signs that are screaming at people that they
are sinners and that they need to repent, that first of all is a big turn off. Second of all, it sends
the message that Christianity isn’t really about relationship with God, it’s about follow the rules
and repent. So that’s what I think turns a lot of people away from it, just because they’re scared
of having to follow a bunch of rules and you know, be judged. Because a lot of people think that
Christians are judging them all the time, and so I don’t know, there’s that sense of it. But then
there’s other people who might see it differently. Probably the minority probably see it as a place
that is accepting and that wants you to be there and wants to accept you for who you are and
teach you about Jesus, rather than just, you know, yelling at you with a sign.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
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there be like?
For me, I don’t like worship music that is really flashy and has a lot of people up there who kind
of seem like performers. When we were going around to all those churches with my family, we
went to a lot of big humongous churches that it was all about making it seem like they were so
happy and joyful, and up there to have a show. I’m not saying it’s wrong to be happy about
worshipping, but it just seemed a little exaggerated. And it was a lot of showmanship there. So I
love churches that aren’t so much like that, where you can really get into their worshipping but
not feel like you’re going to a concert at the same time. I love sermons that aren’t read straight
out of the Bible, but when people, when preachers take a passage of the Bible and we read it
together, and then he dives into it, explains it and tells you what it means about God. So not like
just reading straight out of the Bible, and saying have a nice day, but kind of explaining it and
relating it, I think are the best messages.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
I think a good Christian is just somebody who isn’t going to be that judgmental Christian who
people have a picture of in their mind. Just somebody who wants to go out and meet people
where they are, and say, just come alongside them and say “I realize where you’re at and I want
to stand here with you, and walk you toward God.” Just kind of be loving and not trying to place
judgment on people. I guess loving would be the key word.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
Kind of like what I just said, someone who can come alongside you and point you toward God.
Not really, I mean obviously pastors are going to preach at you, but not really like taking on the
role as being an authority and standing over people and talking down to people, but standing next
to people and kind of walking with them.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
Well, ideally to kind of explain who God is and how we can live our lives to glorify God.
Ideally, I mean, just like there’s different kinds of sermons, where they can just be trying to
explain to you a part of the Bible or apart of your faith, but there’s other sermons where they’re
trying to encourage you to do something a certain way. So I guess, yeah.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Yeah I agree with that. Nobody likes to be lectured or feel like they’re being lectured. People
feel a lot better and a lot less convicted if people are, if leaders are just coming alongside them
to, you know, encourage them. But it’s probably necessary sometimes to be preached at, but
people don’t like it.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
Things I consider worship? Let me think. I think the most common form of worship is through
music and singing. But there’s other ways obviously. You could worship through whatever you
love to do, like you could devote your sport to being a form of worship as long as you’re just
using it to glorify God. My favorite is through music and when it’s with other people. I love
worshipping with other people rather than just alone. I don’t know, I guess that’s when I feel
closest to God, in groups of people.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I don’t really know what orthodoxy means, so sorry.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes. I mean, yeah. I think that all of it was written truthfully and I don’t think that there would
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be a part of it that wasn’t truthful that remained to this day. It’s been passed on for so long that I
think that it has to be inerrant.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yes. That those who are going to heaven are the ones that are, that have accepted Jesus Christ as
their savior and they, you know, know that he is the way to heaven by having a relationship with
him and accepting him. That’s, the Bible says that’s the only way you can get into heaven. And
then everybody else gets to go to hell, which sounds awful (laughter) but I mean that’s how it’s
written so.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
I don’t know. I think that other religions aren’t talking about the same God as Christians are. I
think that when, I don’t know, when you’re talking about another religion, that they’re praying to
a God that’s not the same God as the one Christians pray to. Well, I don’t know. I don’t think so,
I’ve never really put a ton of thought into it though.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
I’d say experiencing God. Just kind of, I have never really been good at or faithful to reading my
Bible very much, and while there are certain verses that I have learned and have walked around
with, I don’t really commit a lot of time to studying it. As much as I should, probably. I don’t
know, the rest of my faith pretty much been grown through prayer and through kind of walking
with other Christians and learning from them about God.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I haven’t read many Christian books, I have a couple in my library. I read The Shack like 2 years
ago, or whenever it came out, and that was really cool. Because it emphasizes the, how relational
God is, and how he wants to be in relationship with us and how Christianity is all about
relationship rather than religion and rules. So that was pretty interesting just because it talked a
lot about just how God exists in relation to himself, because he’s a three part God. And that’s
what was kind of emphasized by the book, so that was pretty cool. And the one I have now,
which isn’t really like a, I don’t know, it’s a devotional, called My Utmost For His Highest,
which is a daily devotional. It’s like 2 or 3 paragraphs per day talking about 1 or 2 verses from
the Bible, and it just dives in and at the end gives you one summarizing statement of how it
should apply to your life and to your faith. Other than that, I don’t really read all that much.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I’d say probably a warrior. Just because what we’re called to be as Christians are warriors.
We’re called to be strong and we’re called to go out and just, it’s a hard question. I don’t know,
we’re called to go out and save people and to, you know, make more believers and teach more
people. So in that I think we’re called to be strong and we’re called to stand up and fight what
other people aren’t fighting in the world, kind of just like to make a stand for God.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

Experience or belief? I mean, yes there’s a difference because if you’re, you don’t always have
to experience something to believe it. So there are things that you might never see that aren’t
really tangible things but people still believe in them, like God. You’re not really going to see
God or hear him like you would hear somebody else talking to you, but you still believe in him. I
don’t know, but then… I just think that belief is separate from experience. Even that, with God,
even though he’s not something you can see and hear and feel, sometimes you do experience
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him. Especially for me in worship with other people, you just know that he’s listening and he’s
loving and that he is there hearing your prayers. So through belief you can experience God. But I
do think that they mean two different things. So I prioritize belief.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Like non-Christians or Christians? For both, actually, I would say hearing what they have to say,
because like I said, one of the best ways I learn about my faith is through listening to other
people. Just like I don’t know, just kind of working through stuff with other people is the best
way that I can grow. So I like to shut up and listen to other people around me rather than just
talk.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Big. I don’t know, it’s been one for me lately. God is just so big and kind of big enough to take
care of whatever I can throw at him or anything that can get thrown at me. So that’s been a major
one for me, I guess. Gentle at the same time too. Full of grace, for sure… Um, I don’t know. I
think that, like I said earlier, a lot of people think that God is just a big judge that’s up there
waiting to condemn you for something you’ve done, so most people probably don’t see the grace
side. They kind of see the rules and the judgment, and that’s really sad. But people usually tend
to see the big part, even if they don’t see it in the same way I do, they kind of, it’s been a
generally accepted thing that God is all-powerful.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I think that, it’s a dumb idea, but for starters the people who are out being evangelists aren’t the
ones who are so, you know, just loud and kind of mean sometimes to people who are walking
past them on campus. Just those aren’t really the ones that are properly showing God’s love. That
the way that we can show people that God’s about love and not about rules by going and telling
and showing them, and kind of explaining, not using scare tactics to get people to turn to God,
but showing that he is love and that all he’s asking for is relationship, a chance to be in a
relationship with you.

24. Any final thoughts?
I don’t think so.
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“Thomas” 01/27/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

I’m 19, I grew up in Texas for 8 years, and I have always grown up in a Christian home. My dad
was a coach for 12 years, and so we grew up around football my whole life and then my dad
became a youth pastor, and we all moved up to Sterling, Colorado and lived there for like 3
years. Then after that my dad became a youth pastor at Riverside in Denver, and then he became
a pastor just this last year, a year ago, at a church in Aurora. So that’s kind of what I’ve grown up
in. And I play guitar, I’ve probably played around 10 years now, and I just play anywhere I can. I
play pretty regularly at different churches that ask me to or around anywhere. So that’s really my
passion right now, I guess.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
Yeah, I grew up, my dad was a pastor for most of my life, and my mom has been a really strong
Christian her whole life. So I’ve had a really good foundation and I went to a Christian high
school, and that was really good for me, just hearing all the, I don’t know, kind of redundant at
some points, I feel like it set a really good foundation. And I guess really it’s just taking little
steps from there. I became a Christian really little, and from there it’s just been kind of steps.
Like I’ve gone on mission trips and different things, trying to get involved.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yes, but I haven’t had a lot my whole life. I’ve been really just surrounded my Christians most of
my life, but I do. Yeah.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Definitely. I mean, I wouldn’t feel nervous to talk to them about my faith or anything, and I
don’t feel indifferent like what (indistinct speech) or anything.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
I would just start with kind of the story of Jesus, well the story of Jesus is what the gospel is, not
kind of. But I guess showing how he displayed his love through his life, through his actions, and
how it’s not a set of rules to live by but it’s just a relationship.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role does it play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
I think people see the church as, I guess most people would say it’s hypocrites. But, from an
outside view it’d probably feel like a clique. Looking in, it’d probably be like “I don’t fit in
there,” for someone that isn’t part of a church or hasn’t grown up in a church. I mean, that’s what
I assume and what I’ve heard from people.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

Actually, the Annex is actually, really I think it’s ideal for me. Because the music, I like music as
a big point for me, because I like it to feel really Spirit-led and not really scripted, you know, just
like just like the track on the CD. Which is hard for me playing places, you know, but listening is
really fun and finding a good place like that. And from the speaker, having a lot of meat, just not
a whole lot of, you know, feel good message, but having a lot of deep topics, I like that a lot.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
Someone who tries to be like Jesus as close as they can be. And show, just love people.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I think, I think the role would be to be an example for other people to follow. Representing Jesus
and passing it down to the leaders, the other leaders in the church, and then from their to their
sons or daughters. Just kind of be the head, the example, to spread to the next generation.
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10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
To encourage. I think it depends on the sermon, but to convict or to encourage people, kind of a
reboot thing for the week. And kind of something to chew on for the whole week is what it
should be.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

I agree. Because encouragement is obviously a good feeling to people and being preached at just
feels like rules or being told what to do. Not really your choice, it just sounds, I think being
preached at sounds kind of like pushing you away, I think of almost.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
Worship can be through music or giving, sharing with people. I think playing sports that you
love, I think anything that you’re passionate about can be a way to worship. And I think we
should worship through everything that we do. Which is hard, and easier said than done, but I
think it’s something that we should always try to do.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I guess… It’s I don’t know. Is that just your belief in God? I’m not sure… I guess it’s just the
standard.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes, I do… because I don’t know why. You have to prove the Bible and its authority, but I
mean, I believe it’s true in everything it says. It’s not, I take it literally, I mean, I don’t think God
makes errors. I think he has the Bible exactly how he wants it.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yes, and I think heaven is a, they’re both eternal places, and heaven is obviously the good place
and hell would be the bad one. That’s what they are, so yeah.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Yes, I believe you can learn about God, and their views on who they think God is, they might not
have the right views in some religion, or views that I agree with. But I think principles of God
that they believe in can be learned from that can be good. I don’t know, like having hope or
mercy. Those kind of attributes of God are shared.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
I would say experience, for sure. Whenever I do read the Bible though, it is really, it feels good,
it just feels good. Experience is much more remembered, you can kind of go back to that feeling
and more easily remember it.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I’ve read Donald Miller, I’ve read some of David Crowder’s books. I’ve read some Rob Bell,
I’ve read Erwin McManus. Who else? I think that’s pretty much who I’ve read… Oh Francis
Chan Crazy Love, I read Velvet Elvis by Rob Bell, Everybody Want to Go to Heaven by David
Crowder. The Barbarian Way by McManus. We’re reading through Wild At Heart in small
group right now, but that’s about it.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

Hm. A warrior? I would say, I think a warrior. Because you have to, it’s kind of both almost.
Warrior in the fact that you’re fighting for your faith, your fighting for other peoples’ lives in
that you’re sharing with people, and it’s like a battle. But a gardener in the sense that you have to
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be loving about it, about sharing your faith and not so much attacking people. That’s what I
believe.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

I think belief is over experience, but I think your experiences shape your beliefs. So, I don’t
know. I think there’s a difference but they rely on each other too, I think.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

I’d rather listen to people and what they believe and what they have to say… I don’t know, I
guess I like to hear other views of what people believe. Not just to argue with them, but just I
like to hear what other people believe and have experienced.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Forgiving, merciful, loving. Passionate. That’s what I think of… Maybe, probably Christians, I
don’t know about. I think non-Christians would say more like omnipotent and those kind of
describing words.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

I think it’s about being real with people and showing love. I think that’s a big part, just being
real, not being one way in church and then one way around your other friends. I think that’s big.

24. Any final thoughts?
No, I don’t.
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“Dave” 01/23/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Okay. I moved a lot growing up as a kid, grew up in a Christian home, grew up with Christian
parents. Let’s see, I lived in seven different states, went to a lot of different schools so that kind
of made it hard to make friends, I guess. Anyway settled down in Colorado Springs for high
school, and decided to go to CU to study physics. That’s where I’m at.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
Yes I did grow up in a church…I remember becoming saved very very young, I think I was like
four, but I remember praying the prayer. I don’t think I really understood it at that point. Since
then, I’ve grown up in the church, I’ve been influenced by my parents as well as the friends I’ve
had who have been Christians. But it’s very much been a process of understanding what
Scripture says, understanding the impacts of God in my life, why he saved me, and it’s just been
a journey of understanding how to live out the truths I’ve become aware of. So yeah, I mean
there’s been momentous occasions since then, throughout high school and in YWAM (Youth
With A Mission) and after high school. But other than that, I’d say it’s been a steady journey of
learning and allowing myself to be transformed, and seeking and that’s where I’m at now.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Not really.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
I’ll answer that using my roommates in New Zealand as an example, because that’s people I
lived with for five months that were non-Christians. We were able to relate to each other but only
on a surface level. As soon as we got to the purpose behind our actions or of the philosophies of
why we think the way we do, it was like utterly disparate between us. But, I mean, people in
general, they like having fun, they like certain things regardless of whether you’re a Christian or
not. So we could relate on a surface level of hobbies, I guess.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
I think it’s different for every person that I talk to. At least the approach is different and the
words, you have to try to meet them, hear their story and try to speak truth into that. But I guess
the fundamental thing that breaks down the thing you have to tell everybody to share the gospel
is that Jesus Christ was real, he died, he was the son of God and he came specifically to atone for
our sins should we choose to believe him. And if we do believe him, then he gives us the right to
become children of God, who will therefore guide us and live with us for the rest of our life, and
then into eternity. I guess that’d sum up what I would say.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role does it play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
…More of a purify your lifestyle kind of call. Like stop doing stupid things. Yeah, I guess that’d
be what I’d see it as.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

My ideal church is one that I’m comfortable in, yet pushes me to the bounds of my comfort. And
builds my faith in that manner. They would preach primarily from Scripture, like straight through
or through a book and not topically. The worship would be real and genuine, not focused on the
emotional aspects or the emotional response whatsoever. Free to worship in the style you desire,
yet orderly. And it would be involved in outreach, locally as well as worldwide, or at least
partner with a ministry that does do that. The sermons should be relevant and yet always point
back to the foundations of the Christian faith, that is salvation through grace. And yeah, it’d have
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to preach the right theological doctrines that I believe, which I won’t delineate now. Yeah, I
think that summarizes it.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
Someone who is completely broken before God. Always. Someone who relies on God for the
motivation behind every action, and someone who has resolved to acknowledge God in all of our
actions and trust him to lead us to the next place we’re supposed to be. Yeah, like David says,
you do not delight in sacrifices but a humble, or a broken and contrite heart you won’t despise. I
think that a characteristic of a good Christian is primarily is a broken heart before God. And
obeying as soon as he feels led by the Spirit. So yeah, not fearful at all by the world, confident in
the power he’s been given and bold because of it.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
… The role of a pastor is to lead the people that has been placed under him, and to closer
dependence on God and closer knowledge of him… If it’s a leader of a missions organization, it
might have a different purpose because they’re not exactly pasturing people that have been
placed under them as much as they’re leading and providing practical insights and opportunities
to be a better missionary.

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
I think the purpose of a sermon is to educate the people who are hearing it and to provide an
opportunity for the Spirit to work in the peoples’ hearts as they hear. You know, it’s like we’re
supposed to be transformed by the renewing of our mind, and a sermon provides the opportunity
to have our mind renewed and therefore the Spirit has an opportunity to transform us because of
it. I think it’s not merely to gain knowledge, I don’t think it’s primarily to gain practical advice
for living, I think it’s to teach us the perspectives of the Bible. Yeah I think that’s about it.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

People don’t want to be, yes I agree with that. And why do I agree or do I think that’s the way
people are? It’s kind of the same thing. Because I think people in general, if I speak of general
people, and generally they’re non-Christians, they don’t view suffering or don’t view words that
are true, it’s a really hard question to answer. Don’t view words that are true as meaning or
purposeful or applicable, unless it immediately provides a positive emotional response. I think
that part of salvation, part of the sanctification process that the Holy Spirit does in Christians is
awaken their heart to desire to hear truth because they’ve become aware of what that truth is.
And therefore a Christian would not focus on being encouraged, at least from what they would
perceive as encouragement, but would rather focus on hearing truth and being spoken truth to.
But in general, I think the world doesn’t have that perspective of truth, so they just want to hear
that they’re doing okay because people like to be accepted by people.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think worship fundamentally just ascribing worth to something. If you worship something
you’re somehow making it worth something high. So when we talk about worshipping God, it’s
any action we do that our being, our heart worships him, magnifies who he is. It ascribes him as
the ultimate worth in our life, over ourselves, over our comfort, and over our understanding and
intellect. And that can be manifested physically in many ways. Like often the church sings to
worship, that’s been throughout Scripture, people have sung to worship. It’s also just been, oh
you can worship God by staring at his creation and contemplating on the complexities and the
incomprehensibility of how it all comes together. The way I prefer to worship is, yeah usually
with song, usually with music that just helps me kind of forget everything else around me and
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then I just always just approach him in prayer before I worship. And yeah, anything where the
heart is just laid open before him, just like thrown on the altar and your body is a living sacrifice,
that that’s true worship.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
Like Jewish? I don’t know what that word mean. Want me to guess? … Orthodoxy is teaching
that  does not conflict with the Bible at all. But that’s not a holistic, like it is that, but it’s
probably much more than that as well. I don’t know, a lot of people would describe orthodoxy as
following traditions of the early church, so I think that’s the connotation of orthodoxy, but I
don’t know that it should be the definition of it. To describe orthodoxy does not describe
methods but rather content. I think if anything is orthodox it has doctrine that has not changed
since the early Christians and certainly does not conflict with what’s presented in the Bible. It
doesn’t have a basis in philosophy and draws Scripture into it, it tries to fit your perspective of
life based on what’s in Scripture.  I think any church that preaches with that perspective would
be deemed orthodox.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes… It’s not something I can really explain. It’s just something that I believe. It absolutely
cannot be proven that the Bible is the word of God. So if we don’t debate that, it’s inerrancy, no
it’s really just something I hold to be true. I mean, between translations and stuff, there’s going
to be certain words that have different shades of meaning, so the English Bible is probably not
identically showing the same connotations as the original language did. But I think the Bible is
inerrant and people often misinterpret it, or don’t have the wisdom to sit under what it says,
rather than trying to filter it through their minds. But no, I think the original Bible as it was
penned was exactly what God intended it to be.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yeah I do believe in heaven and hell. I believe hell is a place of eternal separation from God. It’s
been described as places of torment, places where people long to escape from yet can’t. And I
believe everyone who is in hell chose to be there. I don’t think anyone wanted to go to heaven
and ended up in hell. Once you understand what it says in the Bible, everyone who ultimately
does not believe in Jesus has had ample opportunity to believe in him and has rejected him. And
has therefore, by God’s justice, gone to hell. Heaven is the place specifically reserved for people
who have obeyed Christ and who believe in his teachings and live that out. And I don’t really
know what heaven is going to be like. I don’t think it’s just everything good in earth that we
haven’t had, I think we’re going to be changed when we go there to where our desires will be
completely pure and all we’ll want to do is worship God. But I don’t know, so… But I know it’s
going to be good because he describes it as paradise. So regardless of what happens there, people
will like it.

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Yes. It’s possible… It’s possible to learn about God very cursory. Very minimally. I think some
religions differ only in their, like some religions believe in the same God yet disagree about the
Bible or something, or the New Testament. Like if you’re a Jew or a Catholic or Jehovah’s
Witness or even a Mormon, you can learn about God because they use parts of the Bible. It’s
going to be incredibly difficult to discern what’s truth and what’s their false philosophy though.
So you can learn about God but it might be engulfed in this whole sea of philosophies that you
can’t pick out what’s actually truth, so it might not be a beneficial way to learn about God, but
you can learn of his qualities, stuff like that. I don’t think you can ever come to be a Christian
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through any other religion, because they would have to preach Jesus Christ crucified and that is
Christianity, I think. I don’t know much about religions.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
That’s a great question… Scripture has been more foundational. I definitely learn from both,
experiences more so in retrospect, not even really when I have the experiences, but like looking
back on my life I see where he’s led me, I see how I’ve responded to his promptings and I see
whether that was good or not, and then the results that came from it. And that is a big part of how
I discern how my Christian walk is going. But what’s foundational is Scripture.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

I have read many Christian books, but not really until like senior year of high school. Some
influential ones have been A.W. Tozer… yeah A.W. Tozer, he writes the Pursuit of God, God’s
Pursuit of Man, the Knowledge of the Holy, and Attributes of God. It’s just like Scripture-rich
old books that are great. CS Lewis influenced me a lot, just from his incredible ability to argue
by analogy and just make things clear… there’s been a lot of other authors though, but I’ve
learned primarily what I enjoy is old books, at least 60 years old. Yeah, I don’t really like
Christian books that are just stories of people’s life, I guess I like it to be more theological and
practical in nature, stuff that tries to explain Scripture or something like that rather than appeal
for you to believe their argument based on their personal stories. I don’t really like that and that
seems to be the trend with Christian books recently.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

I think that’s a hard question to choose between because they’re absolutely both… I guess I’d
say a gardener primarily. The difference is… being a warrior, he still receives orders, he still
obeys yet the battle, he has to win the battle. And that doesn’t jive with Christianity where God
has already won and we just have to follow. Gardening, the metaphor of gardening for
Christianity is that, alright, so a gardener has his goal to see things grow and he knows the steps
he needs to take to see that happen. But ultimately it happening is not a physical result of
anything he did, it happened outside of his control, and he just pushed it that way. I think that’s a
better metaphor because a Christian learns God’s will, he learns what’s on his heart and therefore
desires to see those things come to fruition in life. So he takes steps to do that, such as
evangelizing to other people or just loving other people, serving them. But any fruit that comes
from his actions can’t come from his actions because it has to come from God moving in the
other person’s heart to see God through that Christian. Yeah, and I guess gardening appeals
because the reaping and sowing analogy is just engraved in it as well. And there’s the parable
saying that the kingdom of heaven is like that, whereas I guess a warrior is dependent on so
many other things that his personal wellbeing can be dependent on. I don’t know, the weakness
of the other army as well as the strength of the other person next to him. Whereas I think
internally for a Christian, it’s your response to God’s leadings and God’s promptings that dictate
the fruit that comes out of your life. It’s a hard question.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

Experience and belief. Yeah there’s a difference but it’s probably going to get into an argument
of how you define belief. Experience, I guess, in our minds has to be limited to what we can
understand because any experience that happens to us, we filter through our minds and our
emotions and stuff. And it can’t impact us any farther than we can understand. And I think belief,
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I’ll use the definition of belief as something foundational that is in your mind that you believe,
that you know to be true even if you can’t prove it, and I don’t know if you can really prove
anything epistemologically, anyway… I prioritize both, I just prioritize one below the other…I
prioritize what you believe over what you experience. I think, yeah, what we experience is
filtered through what we already know, what we already believe. And if we have right belief and
yet don’t have experience to test it, I think that’s less hurtful than if we have experiences that test
us without the foundational beliefs to allow us to process it.

21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to
say?

Probably telling them what I believe. Because I think I believe something that they need to hear
regardless of what they have to say… that’d be my immediate tendency, but I think both are
important.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

Indescribable…majestic, trying to go through the attributes of God, he’s omnipotent, he’s
eminent, he is sovereign, he is the sustainer. He’s the creator, he is triune, he’s eternal, he is
without, apart from time, he’s transcendent. He is love. He is the word. And truth. I’d hesitate to
use any other words. Father… No, I don’t think anyone can just perceive God as such unless
their heart has been opened and their minds, that’s been revealed to them. I don’t think anyone
can just wake up one day or look at a mountain and be like, “Oh, the God who made that.” They
might think there’s a God that made that but they can’t know that the God who made that is
transcendent and loving and sacrificial. CS Lewis says that, he says like that comparing nature,
he says nature never gave, never revealed anything to me about God, it just helped me better
understand the things I already know. Like I wouldn’t know what majestic or awe-inspiring was
if I wasn’t standing over, you know, a thousand foot cliff in a canyon. That’s just one example,
but no I don’t think that people see God, if they see God at all, it has to be specifically revealed
to them to see him as the way I described.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Well, I don’t think that’s ever going to happen. I think the world is always going to be against
Christians, but some things Christians can do to negate that I guess is be more understanding,
maybe. Maybe not, in certain circumstances, maybe. But never be less dogmatic than they are. I
think they should primarily focus on loving the people and praying for them rather than trying to
think their salvation is dependent on a Christian’s effort to convince them… I think people that
have a negative association with Christianity either believes that for no good reason, or if they
have a good reason it’s probably because they felt like they’ve been forceful. Just forcing a
different worldview on somebody, which is kind of exactly what Christianity does, but
something that would help would be to just love the person and pray that God would change
their heart. Because nobody can come to God without that happening.

24. Any final thoughts?
Many thoughts…
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“Hannah” 01/23/2011 *transcript edited for relevance and readability
1. Tell me about yourself.

Well, I grew up in Denver with my family. I was born a Christian in a Christian home, and went
to church growing up. I did gymnastics in high school, was apart of Young Life, was really
involved in my church youth group. I’ve always liked to be pretty busy and have a lot of things
going on, but it’s all been really good. I’m really close to my family.

2. Can you describe your journey of faith? Did you grow up in a church?
Yeah I grew up in a church and just went to Sunday School when I was little. When I got to
middle school is when I joined my youth group at my church in Denver. At youth group, we just
met weekly and we would do service projects randomly. I went on a few mission trips, actually,
with them to places in the US and I went to Costa Rica. And yeah, Young Life in high school
was a big program that I was apart of. I went to every snow camp and kind of had a Bible study
with a lot of girls my senior year of high school. So, in high school I guess it was a mixture
between my church youth group and Young Life, and kind of having friends at church but also
friends at school who were Christians. So I was very surrounded by Christian people, I’d say,
and really involved in a lot of church things.

3. Do you have non-Christian friends?
Yeah. I feel like I’ve always kind of surrounded myself with… like my closest friends have
always had the same beliefs as me, but I’ve definitely had non-Christian friends who I’m really
close to. Especially from school and gymnastics.

4. Do you feel you are able to relate to those friends regardless of your differences in beliefs?
Um, yeah, I mean there’s things that I can relate to them in, but I definitely definitely think that a
lot of the relationships I’ve had where my friends aren’t Christians, the big contribution in
growing apart from them and not being able to stay as close through time has been because they
don’t have the same beliefs as me and they’re not Christians. So a lot things that I’m
experiencing, like a lot of the joy I have, or the reasons I have for making the decisions I make
are because of my beliefs, and they don’t always understand that. It makes it hard. So especially
as I’ve gotten older, I feel like it’s gotten harder and harder to stay close, but I can still relate to
people who are not Christians, it’s just a matter of having that really really deep relationship, I
guess.

5. What is “the gospel” to you? If/when you share it with others, what do you say?
Well, I would say the gospel is definitely living something that God spoke and provided for us,
and now we’re able to read the Bible and know the story of salvation. And the gospel is Jesus
coming to earth and Jesus dying for our sins and rising again. I feel, actually, like that’s one of
my weaker sides, like sharing the gospel with people and evangelizing. But I feel like I’ve been
able to share the gospel more in terms of my own experience and what the gospel has meant to
me in my life, just this love story and how God sent his son to die for every single person. And
every single person has a chance at being in a relationship with him and having eternal life. Just
that, I think it’s really cool how it changes for every person, like he offers it to everyone, and
everyone can, no matter what they’ve been through, experience that. So I guess, when I’ve been
telling people about the gospel, it’s been kind of telling them what it’s meant to me in my life
and what it could mean to them in their life, and how God could speak to them or move in
different areas of their life.

6. If you think of Christianity as a brand, what is the brand proclaiming to the culture today?
(How is it responded to, what role does it play, what associations do you make with that brand?)
Like what do most people think of Christianity as? I would say that it offers a new way, or it’s
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kind of like this mystery. Or maybe it’s kind of intimidating to some people. But definitely, I
think, I don’t know if a brand could necessarily represent community, but I think that even when
people think it’s exclusive, it’s definitely seen no matter what, whether people feel welcomed or
like outsiders. It’s definitely, I think Christianity can definitely be seen as community and just a
place of belonging. And kind of just something that goes against the grain, that’s just different.

7. Can you describe your ideal church? What are its ideals and values, what would a service
there be like?

Well, actually, I feel really fortunate, because my church in Denver is actually just a place that I
love so much. I think that their ideals and values and what they’re all about is just exactly what I
think church should be like. I’d say, first and foremost, to just love God and love others and be
really centered around love. And kind of just come as you are, just making people feel really
welcome, and allowing people to be really honest and vulnerable and knowing that we all
experience pain, and we all experience hardship, and we all experience doubt, and we all
experience sin and just falling away. But by the grace of God we’re all able to come together and
encourage each other and learn more about who God is and who we are in him, and just our
identity in him. I don’t know, those are all things I think of when I think about my church. But
somewhere where…it’s open and where the Holy Spirit feels present, it’s not necessarily
structured or has to look or be a certain way, but just very humble in their resources, and giving
all the glory to God and not necessarily how many people attend or in what the church facility
looks like. I don’t know, I think it should just be a place of gathering for people to come together
and love each other and love God and it shouldn’t matter what necessarily you achieve as a
church, but the ways that God is achieving his own work in peoples’ hearts.

8. What do you think a “good Christian” looks like?
Well, someone who just loves God with all their heart, and clearly in their actions and their
words and their thoughts just acknowledges who God is, and just tries their best to follow Jesus’
example that we see in the Bible. Also, I’d say someone who is very humble and doesn’t have to,
I feel like some people have images of the good Christian as just like having it all together and
knowing all the right answers, and having all this knowledge but not being able to necessarily
apply, like not having heart knowledge almost. I think a good Christian, I mean there’s the good
Christian of what someone could say is a good Christian, like someone who sins the least amount
possible and follows all the rules and appears to love God, but I think a good Christian would be
someone who… and I don’t know if I necessarily like calling them as a good Christian, but I feel
like someone who has a genuine love for the Lord is someone who is humble and lives their life
the way God tells us to.

9. In your opinion, what is the role/purpose of a Christian leader? (Pastor, director, etc)
I think, kind of like when I was talking about the church, I think that their role shouldn’t be to get
as many people in their church as possible. They should be someone that, in everything that they
do, like leading a congregation, tries to give as much glory to God as possible. Well, all the glory
to God, but I would say someone who is very relational and kind of the role they play is to teach
people, well obviously, and teach people what God puts on their heart to teach, and who doesn’t
claim to have it all together, but walks beside, like walks in the congregation, I guess. I feel like
a good leader isn’t necessarily leading, but is just leading beside everyone else, knowing that we
all don’t really know what we’re doing but we’re doing it together. And someone who anyone
can call, I think a pastor should be almost like a counselor or someone who you feel comfortable
calling up and being like “I need to talk about this,” or I don’t know…

10. What do you think the purpose of a sermon is?
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Definitely to just… well hopefully if a pastor is giving a sermon, it’s from the Lord, and
something the Holy Spirit has put on their heart. So if that’s true, I think it should give a new
twist on the word, like give you perspective that you haven’t seen before and we can all read
verses over and over and see them in different ways, so I think it’s just a cool opportunity to see
someone who God has given authority and given them power to just hear what they have to say
and their view on things.

11. Do you agree with this statement: “People don’t want to be preached at so much as
encouraged.” Why or why not?

Yeah, I agree that a lot of people do feel that way. I feel like a lot of people don’t like church
because they don’t want to be preached at and they don’t necessarily want to be told what to do,
kind of given a lecture almost. And I think there can be pride issues in that, and we do at some
point have to learn and to listen to preachers preach, but at the same time, I think that what
people want is encouragement… there can definitely be a good middle ground, I guess, of being
preached to but also being encouraged in that and not judged. But I think people would rather be
encouraged than preached at.

12. What are things you consider worship? Are there ways you prefer to worship?
I think there’s a lot of things beside just worshiping at church or like with the whole traditional
worship service of singing songs with a band leading, I think that’s something that I love just
being in community worship with people. But personally I think prayer can be a form of
worship. Or just relaxing, going off and doing my own thing, and just kind of spending time
thinking or reflecting. I don’t know, anytime I’m just alone with God I feel like is a chance to
worship him. And so, there’s definitely a personal versus community aspect of worship that I
experience, and I think they’re both really good.

13. What is your definition of orthodoxy?
I don’t know. I know there’s the orthodox church, and I know it has to do with the Greek
something, but I don’t know what orthodoxy is.

14. Do you think the Bible is “inerrant?” (Inerrant means no errors - that it is inspired by
God, authoritative, truth)

Yes, I do. I believe that it’s faultless, and there’s obviously different translations, and so I know
with the Message and different things there can be translations that aren’t necessarily true to how
God spoke them to the different people who wrote the books of the Bible. But I believe that
everything in the Bible is true. It can be interpreted in different ways wrongly, and it can be
twisted, and people can take it out of context but the way God intended it to be is true always.

15. Do you believe in heaven and hell? What do you believe about them?
Yes, I do. I believe that anybody who believes that Jesus is the son of God, and that he died for
us and rose again, and that we all can approach the throne of God with grace, and that he has
forgiven us, and all we have to do is believe in him and follow him and commit our hearts to him
and our lives to him, that if we believe that and do all that that we can go to heaven and we’ll
spend eternity with him. And if we don’t do that, then we’ll be in hell, with Satan. I think
actually heaven is something that a lot people don’t really think about that much, I guess it’s
really easy to just think about life on earth and sometimes heaven can become this thing where
you’re like “Okay, I believe in God, and so I’m going to heaven someday,” but I think lately I’ve
been realizing how important it is to just… like heaven is what it’s all about and the time we’re
going to get to be with God for eternity is just why we’re even living here and enduring what we
endure on the earth… I know that heaven is just going to be beyond anything that anyone can
fathom and just perfect and just a place where all believers who’ve been saved will just be
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together forever with God. And there are confusing things, just as far as people making a
commitment to God in their last seconds before they die or babies, like I had a little cousin who
was born stillborn, and I don’t know about that type of a situation, like when babies are born if
they’ll go to heaven… and it can be really ambiguous, different things…

16. Do you think it is possible to learn about God through other religions?
Yeah, I feel like it’s really good to know things but I don’t really know that much about other
religions and I wish that I knew more, because I think that it’s good to just know so that you can
relate to people who believe in other things than you, and kind of know how to go about refuting
certain questions that they have or things that they believe that we don’t believe are true. Also,
it’s just good to strengthen your own faith, I think that when you know about other religions it
can solidify the things that you know to be true in Christianity. I think you can learn a lot about
God just because you can compare… in the Bible, it tells us to know false prophets and to know
the things that twisted, and a lot of religions I think have the same beliefs as Christianity but
they’re just twisted. So knowing those things is what God calls us to do, and just kind of
discerning what the real truth is.

17. Is experiencing God more foundational to your faith or is Scripture?
That’s really, really hard. Well, I think everything is bounded on Scripture. Like anytime that I
need to make a decision or I have a question or just anything, my faith is just completely founded
in Scripture, because everything I believe is from Scripture. So I definitely think it’s founded on
Scripture, but I think the way that I experience God is what solidifies and kind of builds on that
foundation. At the Annex, Bill was talking about how there’s this feeling in our heart, it’s just
this undeniable, inexpressible joy and we can’t explain it, but that what we get from experiencing
God. It’s the times that I’ve experienced God where, I just, I don’t even know how to explain it,
but that’s how I know he’s real and I know why I believe the things I do. So the experiences are
very, very necessary to my faith but it’s founded on Scripture, I guess.

18. Have you read many Christian books? What are some titles or authors that have been
influential to your faith?

Yeah, I have read a few, not a ton. But some ones that I have loved are Captivating by Stasi
Eldridge, and I really like Beth Moore, I’m doing a devotional book by her. Passion and Purity
by Elizabeth Elliot and Sex God by Rob Bell, that’s been a really influential book to me… I
think those are most of the main ones.

19. What metaphor do you think best represents the role of a Christian: warrior or
gardener?

Definitely a warrior. I don’t think it’s our job to really, I think that when I think of a gardener as
just someone who helps grow and helps cultivate things, and as a Christian I don’t think that’s
our role. To help… we do contribute to peoples’ faiths growing, but I think God is the only one
who can garden peoples’ hearts and tend to the soil and cultivate these things, like their faith in
him. And we’re definitely just made to fight for others and fight for ourselves and be warriors for
him, so definitely warrior I think.

20. Which do you prioritize - experience or belief? Do you think there is a difference between
the two?

…Well, I think that experience contributes to belief. And… actually they both kind of contribute
to each other, because I think that your beliefs effect your experiences because they effect how
you make decisions and what you choose to do, but then the things that you experience in life
that you can’t control definitely effect your belief. Yeah, that’s hard, I don’t know if I would
prioritize… I wouldn’t really prioritize experience, I think experience is something that maybe
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naturally happens and we can’t control and we need to use that experience to further our beliefs.
21. Are you more interested in telling people what you believe or hearing what they have to

say?
Probably I’m more interested in hearing what people have to say. I really like listening to
peoples’ stories and just I think that I would only tell people what I believe after hearing what
they have to say. And if they needed to hear what I believe and things I’ve experienced to help
them with questions they have, or if they want to know what I believe, then I would tell them in a
second, but I would want and be more interested in hearing people. And I feel like I’m not as
good at just proclaiming and just telling people what I believe right off the bat without being
provoked or… just being asked about it.

22. What are some phrases/words you would use to describe God? Do you think these are the
way that God is perceived by people today?

There’s a lot, but definitely powerful. Mysterious. All-knowing. The beginning and the end. I
don’t know, there’s just so many words, I think that I don’t even know how to answer that
question because there’s just so many. But he’s just God of everything, and our redeemer and our
rescuer, and truth. Yeah, just to name a few…I mean, I think that a lot of people don’t think of
God as this loving God who is a rescuer and a redeemer. I think that he’s perceived, I mean it
depends, obviously people who know him intimately and are in a relationship with him would
perceive him that way. But people that don’t know him I think tend to not perceive him that way,
they perceive him as a punisher or a rule-giver, just like this all-mighty being that just reigns
over everything but isn’t intimate with us.

23. What are some ways you can think of that would reverse the negative stereotype
frequently associated with Christians?

Well, definitely by not trying to do things in our own power, but allowing how we talk about
God and the ways that we try to get people to believe in God, by just allowing that to be
something that we’re led by the Holy Spirit in. And just seeking God for what conversations to
pursue and what to say, and just kind of surrendering our own strength to him and not trying to
do things in our own power, and in our own strength, and in our own knowledge, but almost just
letting God do the job and letting ourselves be used as tools. Because I feel like a lot of times
when things get skewed and people do get negative stereotypes is when we’re trying to be the
all-knowing ones and we’re trying to convert people in our own power, like make them believe
and make them understand and make them see when really, we can’t do anything, like we can’t
change hearts. That’s only for God to do, and I think a lot of times people sense this attitude of
pride of “I can change you, and you need to know this” and I think that’s when people kind of
see this almost attack, and this just wrong vision of it. Whereas if we were less concerned about
doing it ourselves and doing whatever God wanted us to do, whether that’s like converting them
or just having one conversation, or whatever it is, I feel like people would just, if they felt less
almost pressured and less attacked, then they would be more open to it, instead of closed off to
what we have to say. And definitely just living what we believe, and being really transparent in
our actions and the way that we live and love others. Because I feel like there’s a lot discrepancy
that gives Christians a negative stereotype. And like I said with the whole church thing, just kind
of being just come as you are, not just at church but all the time, just never thinking that anyone
isn’t worth pursuing or trying to share God with. I guess just living in a way where we’re all in
this together, and we all struggle and we all have pain, and not trying to cover that up because we
have God and now everything’s so easy and he fixes everything. But actually telling people no,
it’s still really hard and my heart still hurts, but it’s just so much better and so worth it when you
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have God and he can fill you even though it’s still hard. But when people think that we claim that
he makes everything perfect, then maybe they would feel like he would just fix their problems.
But knowing that we still have problems and we still face pain would make them feel better and
be able to relate to us better and want that more.

24. Any final thoughts?
Not really.
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